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Opening of Funeral Home Next Sunday 


The 
YV^se 
County 
Messenger 
w ishes to express it’s appreciation 
for the enthusiastic 
ami 
whole­ 
hearted cooperation 
of 
the 
mer­ 
chants, organizations and individ­ 
uals of every town in W ise Coun­ 
ty, who have contributed to the 
production 
of 
this 
fine 
edition, 
which celebrates the formal open­ 
ing of the C. L. Christian Funeral 
Home, the (50th anniversary of the 
M essenger and the success of the 
pioneers of the* county 
in 
years 
past. T h is is your paper and the 
sta ff o f the \\ ise County Messenger 
knows th a t it would not have been 
possible to have this paper w ithout 
j ’our support 
It It is our wish to m aintain an 
better service in the future 


fo\ 
you w ^ ° 
given us this 
“vofl| of confidence” upon this, our 
OOth Anniversary. 
(Signed) 
HOSS \MOOLISON 
Publisher. 


Came Jean Butler 


Dies in Slidell 


New Funeral Home to Open 


SHIP 'V rn 
I 
mm % 
m m * * . 


Christian Mortuary is One of the Finest 
In Entire Southwest; Dedication Will 
Draw Many Visitors Here Next Sunday 


C. Ij. Ch t i 
new funeral 
itian 
hone 
cordially invites all the residents of this area to atten d the form al opening of his 
beautiful 
. 
lh*- photo will give you an idea of it s magnifioance. 


Carrie Jane Butler, age 17, died 
November 30 at her home in .Slidell. 
Miss Butler, the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. 
King 
Butler had 
l**en ill for 
several months. Funeral services were 
conducted 
at 
the 
Slidell 
Baptist 
church by Rev. Stanley Jordon Sun­ 
day, December I at 3:00 p. m. 
In­ 
terment was in the Slidell cemetery. 
She Is survived by her parents. 
Pall bearers were C. Hayes, O. A. 
M illigan, 
Denton 
Bailey, Jo e Shaw, 
John 
M illigan, 
and 
T. 
II. 
Atkins. 
Christian's Funeral Hom e had charge 


MAYOR C. P. DODSON 


of arrangem ents 


“The Deacon’s Honey­ 
moon” to Presented At 
Allison Friday Night 


A th ree act coined, “The I teacup Vs 
Honeym oon” will be presented a t Al­ 
lison F rid a y night, I M ember 13, at 
7:00 p. m. 
T he public is cordially in­ 
vited to attend. Admission will be 5 
an d ten cents, or any fam ily for 25c. 
1-------------o( lo----------------- 
Mrs. Lena Trite and Mr. and Mrs. 
L averne T rue aud Mrs. H udspeth of 
F orestburg 
w ere 
here 
on 
business 
Tuesday. 


I nder whose adm inistration 
more 
w ort hw bib* 
improvements 
him* 
boon 
m ade than all the rest. 


The Decatur Club 


Organized Here 
O' 
In Early Twenties 


COMMO I HIRE STEPHEN DECATUR 


B ack 
in 
the 
eraly 
“tw enties.” 
when our City Hall was first built, 
flu* American 
Legion, then a vigor 
"Us organization, j"ined 
hands 
with 
the City and constructed the second 
floor o f t h i s b u i l d i n g , as a 
p e r m a n e n t 


h o m o of 
th o Am eri on it Le g io n . 
Much credit is due the m e n d ers of 
that 
organization, 
as 
it 
required 
a 
lot of hard cash. They put the deal 
over. 
however, 
and 
went even 
fur- 
11 ' 
in *•<! iii](piag 
I lie] i 
club 
rooms 
u n it billiard la bio' 
dominoes, chock 
*r 


lo 


Mr. and Mrs. Ike Morrow of Chico 
were Saturday shoppers in Decatur. 


Airs. Jm* W hitaker and Mrs. Con­ 
nie 
Shults attended 
the 
funeral 
of 
Airs. George Red wine in Alvord F ri­ 
day. 


A. A. Leslie, of Alvord was in De­ 
catur Monday. 


Mrs. FAA. Champion of Alvord, was 
shopping in Decatur Saturday. 


Annual Football 


Banquet Held 


Here Tuesday Night 


Mrs. O la/ Lee of Ponder w as a vis- 
f nor here Munday. 


M isses E lsie Grof and Sallie Hut Ii 
G ettys of Denton were Decatur visi­ 
tors last week-end. 


'.Lawrence W hatley and J. 
God­ 
win w ere D ecatur visitors S aturday 
night. 


Afr. and Airs. J. E. W hitaker and 
W anda Freeman were Alvord visitors 
Sunday. 


AI rn. Ar< Lit* I lox Ic ;m<l lit lh* 'bim li­ 
ter. .Janet, 
returned last 
week 
from 
a visit with M r. and NI is. i 'a rl Fail ii 
a t H andley. W hile there they attend- 
ed the funeral of Lenore Ca mega, 
who was killed recently. 
i ■■ — .......<>Oo— -—- .. 
Home Owners Asked 
Decorate Homes During 
Christmas Holidays 


All D ecatu r home owners a re urged 
add 
some 
electrical 
c h ris tm a s 
■eer to their homes during the holi­ 
ly*. A com m ittee will judge the most 
it ting arrangem ents and a nice prize 
rill be presented to the w inner. The 
iesign need not be expensive to win. 
I Everybody is urged to do the hest 
they can. 


The Annual Football Banquet for 
the squads of the D ecatur Baptist Col­ 
lege and 
D ecatur 
High 
School 
was 
held at 
the Lions Club building af 
7 :30 o ’clock Tuesday night. T he ban­ 
quet i- an annual affair given bv the 
Lions for the two teams. 
Tuesday n ig h t’s affairs is rep o rt­ 
ed to have been the most enjoyable 
ainee the sta rtin g of this custom. 
“ Dutch 
AI eyer, head coach of T. 
C. I 
F ort W orth was the principal 
speaker for the evening. Following a 
talk on “W h a t it Takes to M ake a 
Good P lay er,” .Meyer projected a m o­ 
tion picture of the TCU-Texas gam e of 
the )mist season. 
Aliss El wa min I>*e, official songbird 
of the Lions 
Club, 
sang, 
“P ractice 
Makes. P.Tic. i, 
and for especial en­ 
tertainm ent <*f Coach H. AL Mote, who 
appeared 
p. 
enjoy 
tho 
recognition 
very much. 


*- 
P- 
Higgins, program chairm an, 
also arranged for two special entcr- 
im i's- 
M iss 
Ma rl ha 
T urner 
and 
T lie, Hollo Webster of Fort Worth, 
who sang 
aud danced so va ral acro­ 
batic nu lid.*' is. 


Lion 
IT c ' i d e u l 
F. IT W i l l i a m s w u s 


m a s t e r «>I < cr em o n ie .s tor t lie ev e n i u g 


I: tile la v ii g es of lime boga ii lo 
Membership rolls began to de 
c a u s 
due 
1 11 one reason or another. 
iion-momPer-, 
began 
lo 
sw arm 
into 
I the club rooms ii lid no olio was pleas­ 
ed w M .a 11," sit md ion. 
t malty . it warn d c ided to lease the 
j i rope rf v '<• ii mw organization, known 
im 'iii*- It.-, it ar Club and consist jug 
of 
\ iirious business and pfofessiotUll 
n u n of the town. 
rids was dom* in 
tin* fall of I BMS. T he new organization 
is unique in th at it has none of the 
usual organization officers. A house I 
com mittee of three men was elected J 
ami the m anagem ent of tin* club was 
put Into ! heir hands. 
(Continued on page eight) 


Xmas Party To Be 


Held At Rogers Hall 


Next Monday Night 


The Am erican Legion Auxiliary will 
have 
ii 
joint 
meeting 
with 
tin 
American le g io n Monday night. De- 
cendier IC. 1940, at the Rogers A p art­ 
ments at 7 :30 o'clock. 
A fter a sh o rt business meeting of 
the A uxiliary the group will have a 
( hristrnas party. 
All who come tire 
to bring a gift an d 
nam es 
will 
bo 
draw n afte r they come. All men bring 
it gift for a limn aud the ladies will 
bring a gift for a lady. 
The entertainm ent Committee, con­ 
sisting of 
Airs. 
Grace 
Heathington, 
and Mrs. Clyde Dillehay are planning 
a very interesting program 
for the 
meeting and 
th e Refreshm ent Com­ 
mittee 
consisting 
of 
Airs. 
Roscoe 
It leger. Sue Bulgurel, Airs. Evelyn Mc- 
( aiel) and Airs. Ina Hill, promise th a t 
none shall go 
home hungry. So all 
members tire invited to be present. 
Mrs. John Gunn, President. 
—oOo- 
Funeral Held for 
Charles B. Cross 


All Wise County 
Is A ery Proud 
Of New Building 


An old tim e Naval man who f u r ­ 
nished 
t tic ria mc of w he Ii 
I av al ur 
Texas carries. 


Thousands Attend 


Xmas Party Held 


Here Thursday 


Army Boys to Leave 
Next Tuesday 


D ecatur 
and 
all 
surrounding 
country are invited 
to attend 
a 
leave-taking of our Army boys who 
will 
leave 
T uesday 
for 
Cam p 
Brownwood, 
to 
be 
held 
at 
tin* 
Airthed tat Church in D ecatur F r i ­ 
day night, beginning at 7:30. 


* bn 
ow n buys a r e g o i n g t*> c a m p 
for a y ear but a fte r that — Who 
knew - 


C o m e 
e v e r y b o d y 
a u d 
s a y 
g o o d 


b y e 
t o 
o u r 
b u y s . 
T h e 
c o m m it 11 * * 
i s 
working out I lie program. 


H o ld 
S t a r 
mot liers 
w i l l be pre 
e i ! 
a od 
\ et el a n s 
o f 
t ho 
fii -d 


W o r l d 
AN a r 
a r e 
m m d 
to 
a t t e n d 


' 
y o u r 
fr i e n d 
Iola t i y e s 
a u d 


wet! vv i s l e r s 
o f o u r 'n*A's to bo p r e - 


T he biggest C hristm as Party that 
Wise Countian* have experience I in 
tin* last .several years was staged on 
the public .square here last T hursday 
afternoon and night. 
Several 
thousand 
people 
jam m ed 
tin' square au d traffic had to be di- 
vcited due 
to the large attendance. 
Santa < lams in all his glory arrived 
in town by airp lan e at 2 p. rn. and 
< ntered town in a long parade, headed 
by the crack er jack high school band. 
Santa scat te n *d candy to the immense 
throng 
of 
children 
that 
gathered 
around him. 


A hand concert followed, succeed­ 
ed by platform entertainm ent. Several 
I or key - w ere scrambled for when 
h . o s - 


Funeral 
services 
w ere 
conducted 
Saturday. November 30 at 3:o<> p. ai. 
for < buries B. Dross who died sud­ 
denly, dm* to a hear! 
attack, at hi" 
borne south of town. 
at the Pleasant 
Hrov o cemetery . w I! I, 
Lev. Ti! f * ’o\ - 
i n g t o n officiating. 
Mr. i mss was born February 
Id. 
,vsv 
and 
has 
lived 
in Wise 
('our, 
tv 
all 
of bis 
Ii to 
i 
lo is a form* i 
' entity 
a v 
( olio. tor. 
Mr. Dross is survived bv Iii- wife 
and several brot in rs and sifters. 
et lo 
Mrs. Redwme Dies 
Wednesday Night 


cd from an upper story wind, w 
courthouse. 
Si root 
gam es 
we 
•d ii; by bund reds of pooj 
Au ex* ii nig feature of Mn 
" as 
i lie 
I reasure 
11 
ii gilts A ere ilia de by o \ . 


h a n ts . 


.f i lie 
j 11 — 
* pre 


I H e r - 


Airs. Blanche Leslie Redwine, age 
74. died at her home in Alvord at 10 
o clock last 
Wednesday. December 
t, 
following a 
lengthy 
illness. 
.Surviv­ 
ing her is her husband. 
George IF 
Redwine, retired m erchant and bank­ 
er of Alvord. rPlie couple have resid­ 
ed in Alvord for Hie past 47 years. 
She was an ardent church w orker 
practically all of her life, having be­ 
come a m ember 
of 
tin* 
M ethodist 
church when only 14 years old and 
only (‘eased church work due to her 
illness a few y ears ago. 
-Mrs. 
Redwine was 
a daughter of, 
A. J. Leslie and was born November f 
20, 1800 at Marshall. Arkansas. 
Air. and Mrs 
Redwine were m a r­ 
aud July 3. issp 
Leslie, Arkaiisa" 
I nnera I s e n ices w t re coinlm bal a t 
thi* Alvord Methodist Dliureh at "J'.‘hi 
P .'ii 
friday. De* em I ier Ut ll., w i I Ii Rev 
A 
Smith, 
p a s t o r of the Alvord 
F.ip'i"! DI;u roll officiating. 
I Hlcrincn! w a s in t iii- Alvord < 
rn* - | 


'c r y . 
u n d e r 
a u s p i c e s 
o f 
H ie 
En O w n I 


<•*'' w h i c h " h o vs a " ., , n a i l e r m c , - 


W orld-wise 
t r a v e l e r s , 
who 
have* 
viewed the new (’. L. C hristian funeral 
home, while it 
was nearing comple­ 
tion. have referred to it as the o u t­ 
standing 
service 
institution 
o f 
sis 
kind iii the entire 
state 
of 
Texas. 
There an*, of course, larger chapels 
and funeral buildings in the m etro ­ 
politan cit i**s. 
N o n e . 
h o w e v e r , quite as 
modern and attracitv e 
as 
the 
fine 
structure 
w_Jjjich 
will 
be 
dedicated 
next Sunday afternoon, rigid here in 
Derat ur. 
To Air. C hristian, the completion of 
the new hone* 
m eans ever v., m uch 
more than ju st a fine building. It ta 
in truth, the crowning achievem ent of 
his life’s work. Aside from the ea rn e st 
desire to create an institution w hich 
would is* th e last word in modern de­ 
sign 
and equipment, 
Mr. 
C hristian 
wished ie express hi" appreciation to 
tile people who have been his life­ 
long neighbors aud friends, and, p re­ 
sent a concrete monument exem plify­ 
ing his faith in the future of D ecatur 
and \\ i"s < 'minty , 


S e v e r a l 
y e a r s 
a g o . 
A i r . 
C h r i s t i a n 


r e a l i z e d 
t h a t 
l i e 
w o u l d 
h a v e 
t o 
s e p a ­ 
rate 
t h e fu rn itu re 
a n d funeral 
b u s i ­ 


n e - s. 
a u d 
g i v e 
i e 
e a c h 
t h e 
s p e c i a l 
a t - 


t • u t ion and 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
that 
t h e i r 


RESPECTED BY ALL 
mm 


^ L . 
c h r i s t i a n 
is 
w i th ou t 
d o u b t 
h a s as many 
t r i e n d s ; i n (J a d m T o r s in 
Wise t utility a" any b u s i n e s s man. 


patronage deserves 
lh* derided th a t 
he would wait until he was ready to 
m ake the change a retd one. Hi* m ade 
a 
number of 
trills and 
im o tig a ted 
the model u t rends in bot Ii lines Some 
••mc ago. h<' made arrangem ents and 
fori 
I plans 
i'm- 
tin- new 
Funeral 
I billie and fin 
a 
bigger and 
.Viler 
furniture -ie!.'. 
Flsevv bere. in til- is- 
full account 
et 
Die cl 
i hero 


t ha t h a v. 


" i o n 
anti 


ll it l ire 
st. 


(crest jug 
Ca I ( I. i 


\Vi"l> ('el 


bi *et 
noah 


lei n i / . a t 


At 
t i l l " 


loll 
! I 


*' V 


-o< lo 
Assembly of God 
People Will Sponsor 
Variety Sale Here 


Last Rites Held foi 
Thomas E. Hale 


* ti" 
e v e n i n g 
p r o g rn i i i 
c o n si s t. 


a t a d I a* i 
i ta n d 
c u n n e r ! . , 
Mig s i n g i 


< 'brist m a s C a r o l s by t h e H i g h 
S 


' Inn a I ( 'lid* a lid 
a 
big st feet 
<i 


w h i c h 
(‘tided 
t h e 
festivities 
'I hursday night. 


- ii* 'C. 
late 


- — ------ oOo- 
— 
Correction 


Assembly of God Women are going 
to have a variety sale for the bene­ 
fit of rocking the church, S aturday, 
December 14, 1940.—R eporter. 
-----------------oOo----------------- 
Afessrs F la n k T urner and K incaid 
attended the Redwine fu n eral in Al­ 
vord Friday. 


i 
F u n eral 
services 
w ere 
conducted j 
for 
T hom as E. Hale, 72. who died 
December 3 a t 2:00 p. m. a t the Al­ 
lison church w ith Rev. Orlon T u rn e r 
officiating. Interm ent was in Cotton­ 
wood cem etery Decern lier 5th. 
Mr. Hale, a farm ers who has lived 
east ot town, has been a resident of 
D ecatur for 50 years, was born June 
ll. 1808, Ile is survived by .several 
child rem 


la another section of this paper in 
the advertisem ent of the C ity of D eca­ 
tur. it is stated that, “By a targe m a­ 
jority our citizens voted 
to borrow 
$17,500 oil tax bonds for the purpose 
of installing these systems, including a 
luke for 
the 
w ater 
supply,” 
This 
should have read. $173,000.4 
T h e publisher is glad t ' 
correct 
this typographical error. 


\ c l i v - 
p a l l b e a r e r 
w e r e 
Al. 
\ | I 


F r o w n- 
( w a n S n e e r 
\\ m 
,\| 
F l a n n e r y . I 


u 'Ilium 
' - i i 
\\ , 
(, 
p. : k"f tale j 


h i.*! Ila! 
M 
S a n d s , 


Al s o s u r v i v i n g u r e T x b l e t h e r s a n d ! 


“ he Si zie r 
t he y 
a l e 
S 
(, 
a lid 
A 
A 
I 


1 
AH m i d ; 
AA Ii ley 
ll 
Ft slit*. 
I ,.y I 


li(‘* 
AA. • 
G 
C. 
a n d 
B il ly 
L e s l i e 
of 


O k l a h o m a : 
.lark 
L e s l i e o f C a l i f o r n i a : 


a n d 
Mrs. 
C ar l 
S m i t h , 
a l s o 
o f 
C a b ­ 
ful ilia. 


N u m e r o u s nits t*s a u d n e p h e w s aud a 


host 
I f i e n d s 
a m i 
o t h e r 
r e l a t i v e s 


; l l " “ 
u n , u r n 
t h e d e a t h o f 
t h i s . o n e o f 


A l v o r d s 
m o s t 
r e s p e e l e d 
and 
w e l l 
known citizens. 
The C. L. C hristian Funeral Horae 
of D ecatur was in charge of all a r ­ 
rangements. 


— 
(A h>----------- ——— 


.\Ii"s 


a n d 


C harlie R ann w as in (Fort W orth 
and Demon F rid ay on business. 


• I c s ; 
t w o 
V* o e k s 
p t i *\ i * a is 


Air 
C h r i s t i a n 
w a s 
iliaf r i e d 


H allie I lobo, 
d a ag liter 
\ 
Mi", y. j\ Ro 
R home. T> X:o. 


to I he "u111111* r et 
BM I. I h e y mov - 


*d 
to Guy m on . O k l a h o m a , w h e r e Mr. 


C h r i s t iau w e m in I he ha y. g r a i n . I red. 


con I 
a u d 
gr o ce r y 
b u s i n e s s 
w i t h 
h i s 


u n cl e. 
In 
S e p t e m b e r , 
.1912, 
he 
m o v e d 


to D e c a t u r a n d t o o k u p a p o s i t i o n w i t h 
the late WI L. D allas 
as 
a 
clerk. 
which position he held until I ascends*r, 
1913. 
Iii December, 1913, he and Air. T. 
(continued on page eight) 


r AGE TWO 
WISE COUNTY MESSENGER 
Thursday, December 12,1940 
Rieger Family Among hirst Settlers In Wise County 


Decatur Merchant Has Spent Entire 
Life in Decatur Area; J. j. Rieger, 
Born Within F m 
r Miles of City, Has Been 
In Dry Goods Business Thirtv-Four Years 
Parents M igrates from 
Illinois in Early 50s; 
Settled in Wise County 


\ V i 
< 'omit 


I INC 


ii l \ ti 
sit in 
nUli 
im, ii 


« o h m 
I In 


■ I iii 


I I IMI if 
I'' 


(III III 
lit 


ii 
L h ! " ! 


<i 
(Mobi l 


l o , , , I’ll 
, 


( l i eut 
l h; 
:*ml We 
11 - 


lur.',. 


W h i l e i h e IC' rn r -I, *r<1 I .1 > 'I'M o i o | i • 


• ■I 
i l o o 
o n e 
<■' 
ll,,* 
I:irx**>t 
Mini 
in,*-! 


p o p u l a r d e p a r t m e n t 
-Mon*, in this -.*, 


l i o n . M r. K i e u e r ’s b u - i m - s s s u e e e s . s is - 


|,V 
i d I 
m e a l l s 
s e e , a i d ; : I V 
t o 
ll is 


;i<*h ie vt m e n ! s 
,1 *- 
a 
c i v i e 
l e a d e r 
a n d 


h i g h l y 
r es j i e i t e d 
g e n i i * m a n 
W ' h c i i - 


<’ v e r 
a rn! 
w h e r e v e r 
y o u 
ti m l 
a e t i vif y 


« o n d u e i \ 1 
I *, 
I h e 
b e t I e r m e t i t 
0* 
o u r 


' o iii 111 u 11 i t y - I In r e 
v "ii 
(vim 
I i u d 
.I 
.I 


K i e f e r . 


1 tin* <d 
t h e w o r l d ’s g r e a t e s t a u t h o r s , 


I r e fdu * *1 
a 
< o m p l e t e 
, d i t t o n 
o f 
h i s 


w r i t i n g s , 
w i t h 
t i n - , * 
w o r d s : 
“ W i t h i n 


t hi s e b o o k s 
l i e s a l l 
m y 
l i f e . ” 
Mr. 


t i l e . MT S 
l i f e is a 
ret l ee! i o u 
o f 
I h e 


g r o w t h e l 
D e c a t u r : i t s s, „* ]i ! a n d civ 


i e w e l l - b e i n g a n d t h e e o . u i m u n i t y ' s a d 


x a m e t h r o u g h Ila* • • a r s , in t h e p a t h s 


< f c o n t e n t m e l d . 


,1 
,1. K i c k e r , a n a t i v e o f W T se C o l i n 


t v w a s b o r n f o u r m i l e s n o r t h o f D e c a ­ 


t u r in 
t h e y e a r 
D M . 
| j j s 
f a t h e r a n d 


f o o t l i e r , 
M r . 
a n d 
M r s . 
II 
I'. 
I l i e d e r 


w e r e a n i o n s 'ii*' f i r s t s e t t l e r s o f W i s e 


< ' o m i t y. 
h a v i n g 
c o m e t i , mu 
111 m o i 
; 


in t h e l a t e I i f t i e s 01 
e a t iv 
w i * * ' 


M r. 
J 
.I. 
It ieo,*r 
w a s 
r d Mea t c d 
in 


W ^ise <’m i n t y . a n d b e g a n h i s c a r e e r in I 


f i l e d r v 
g o o d s b u s i n e s s a t 
t h e a x e o f 


t w e n t y - f i v e 
a*- a 
t w e n t y - f i v e d o l l a r a ! 
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J. J. BIEGER 


for a I out five u*a rs for ! la* llel hah 
p rj G o o d s < • mpn ny, I ii Ibis be open 
, d a st or** wit Ii his brot her. 
It. A. 
Kb _*, i* and 
.I im 
Kiddle, dealing 
in 
Men’s 
furnishings. Shell!) after the 
es' a hi ish i nx of 
'his 
business 
.!. 
-I 
Kiefer purchased Mr. Kiddle s inter­ 
est. Iii lb„'o be bought out the Bella!) 
D rv G o o d s Store aud consolidated tin* 
two stocks 
Ii \va- at I Ii is tin;*' that 
he moved int,, I he present loeat mn 
In I926 .Mr. Kiefer opened a slur 
at Sa lurer, Texas, aud in 192* he open­ 
ed a Store at Denton, Texas. In IIM) 
he sold these stores to H. M. Russell 
and s o n 
In I bdl he bought the Bel­ 
ial, Building here in Decatur. 
’There are five regular employees in 
'Im* Kiefer Drv Goods Store here he 
sider- 
Mr 
Kiefer and his wife. Mr. 
Kiefer is the manager and his wife 
is cashier and book keeper. Mr 
Alva Brewer is in eharge of th* 
•roods and 
s t a p l e s , 
J a unit a 
ll,,, hosiery and notions: 
(Toy) 
Robinson 
the 
ready-to-wear 
and millinery. R. T. Smith has 
of men’s fit rn islands, aud Mac 
son the shoes. All ot Hie persons em­ 
ployed bv Mr. Rieger an 


a n d perform t heir duties to 
cst of 1 heil' customers. 


.Mr. and Mrs. Rieger have raised 
a fa mi Iv of three chiildH*!!. 'Their old­ 
est boy. .lack, Jr.. is employed with 
General Motors in Houston: It. T„ 
the youngest son is the local postmas­ 
ter; and Sylvia, the daughter is m ar­ 
ried to Earnest WJntson, the superin­ 
tendent of the rock crusher tit Chico. 
I lie Kiefer family has ever been an 
asset to the growth of Wise County. 
--------------0O0---------------- 
Junior Woman s Club 


Has Beginning 


In October, 1934 


bv 


. De­ 
piece 
(Kirrison, 
Mrs. Mar 
, 1 
charge 
Hoi 1 i ti­ 


ll s, cla­ 
wed trained 
the inter- 


A L L 3 S - C H A L M E R S 


iii 


Model 6 


The Junior W oman’s Club of De­ 
catur was organized iii October 1934. 
Some Owl Club members encouraged 
a group of young ladies to organize a 
Junior Stndv Club to eorresponed with 
the Owl Club. The object of the or­ 
ient mn is to stucl.v literature and 
other arts for the purpose of mental 
culture and social enjoyment., to as- 
sist in solving tin* civie problems of 
our community and th** historic inter­ 
est. The Junior Women are sponsored 


the Owl Club and choose a spoil-1 
sor f r o m 
t h e 
Owl 
C l u b membership. 
Mrs. Oma Cartwright was elected the i 
first sponsor. 
t 
Airs. R. T. Rieger served in 1934- j 
1935 as the first president. During 
that year, the club became a Federat­ 
ed Club. Meetings were held on a1-1 
ternate Tuesdays a t the Owl Club. The! 
study for the first year was “The 
Southwest in Literature.” 
The second club year began Octo­ 
ber 8, 1935 with thirty members. Miss 
Ethel Dill, now Mrs. Charles Allen 
Oates, was the president. The course 
of study was “A B ird’s Eye View of 
Texas.” 
During the year the Club 
helped crippled children who were un­ 
able to receive proper medical atten­ 
tion. Severn! children were sent 
to 
Baylor Hospital, Dallas, 
for 
treat­ 
ment. 
Oil October 13. 1930 the Junior Wo­ 
m an’s ('luh opened its third year with 
thirty-two 
members. 
Mrs. 
Guy 
C. 
Pryor was tile president for 1936- 
1937. 
“The 
Short 
Story” 
was 
the 
study for the year. On February 24, 
1938 the sponsor, 
Mrs. 
Cartwright, 
died, and Mrs. W. C. Milligan was 
elected sponsor. 
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DAIRY AND POULTRY NEEDS 
■ 
I Harness, Fencing, Shelf and Builders’ Hard- 


I 
Ware and Tools, Radios, Appliances 


| 
G. M. C. TRUCKS 


I DECATUR HARDWARE CO. 
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C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s . . . 


MR. C. L. CHRISTIAN ON YOUR 


New Funeral Home Opening 


HOLIDAY SUGGESTI ONS 


Stock Up Your Pantry 


- CHRISTMAS NUTS 


-FR UITS AND CANDIES 


-FRESH OR CURED HAMS 


—FRUIT CAKES AND COOKIES 


-CRANBERRY SAUCE 


-L IB B Y ’S CANNED FRUITS 


-D E L MONTE PUMPKIN 


FOR 14 YEARS 


We have maintained a high standard of 
Quality and Service. We are proud of the 
progress we have made in building up 
our business and establishing the confi­ 
dence of this Firm with the Residents 
of Wise County. May we continue to 
serve you in the future as we have in the 
past. 


S T E V E N S O N S 
Grocery and Market 


Those W elling to Sci tint R e a l l y 
(RMH) FRI IT TREES 
(a n Likely Got What They Want 
From 
J. E. ROGERS 
Vt 
the Decatur Rocky 
Yard any 
First Monday During flit* Winter 


TO RFI.D V I! 


M fSE K \ OF 


I * 
* OS 


I ry “Kell Mi -J ism’ 
I annuent 


H 
t ' U 
L 


• up: id 
TnbieD 
Saha* 
Vo • Drops 
tope!) Dr* 
Vt a n d * i i u 
>> 


Byrnes & Byrnes 


Mine Has Big 


Coal Trade 


Miss Hanna 
Marie Renshaw, the 
president for 1937-1938. opened the! 
fourth year of the study club on Oc­ 
tober 12th. The membership rose to 


thirty-seven 
during 
the 
year. 
The 
study for the year was “Education for 
Living and Modern D ram a.” During 
this year club meetings were held in 
tilt* girl’s dormitory a t Decatur Bap­ 
tist College. 


In the fall of 
1938 
Miss 
I sa hell 
Hunt became president of the club.: 
Meetings were held during the year! 
at the homes of the mein liers. This 
“\\1orld of Wlomen” was the study for 
J 938-1939. 


In October 1939 Miss Dixie Crock­ 
ett opened tile 5th 
club 
year. 
The 
study for th** year was “T ravel”. As 
during the previous year, the meet­ 
ings were held in the homes of the 
members. 
The present club year was opened 
October 8, 1940. On that date, the club 
honored Mrs. Harlan Brown, now pres­ 
ident. I he members of the club are. 
j 
Laura 
Ash. 
Alice 
Barrett, 
Mrs. 
Robert Bennett, Mrs. Breedlove, Mrs. 
“ 
H arlan Brown, May Campbell, Anna 
Eloyse Cook, 
Dixie Crockett, 
Doris 
* 
Davis, Frances Dawson, Doris I)od- 
x son, Mrs. 
Ben 
Fowler, 
La 
Vane 
Griggs, 
Isa bell 
Hunt, Mrs. 
WI 
M. 
| Kincaid, Lionise Mauldin, Alene Neel- 
Y I ey, Jewel Patterson, Mrs. Gordon Ren- 
shaw. Mrs. John Renshaw, Mrs. J. T. 
11 Richardson, Mrs. J. IL Taylor, Mrs. 
V ! Boss Woodson, Mrs. A. B. Lee, Mrs. 
Gordon Roberts, Ca I va Tilghman and 
Mrs. WI C. Milligan, Sponsor. 
Of these, Misses Anna Eloyse Cook, 
Dixie Crockett, a net Isubell Hunt, are 
charter members. 
.— ------------ oOo---------------- 
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The Byrnes Brothers, Thomas ami 
(tonier, own and operate one of the 
largest mines in Wise County'. This 
mine is located only 300 feet east of 
highway 24, near th** water tower ju st 
inside th** city limits of Bridgeport. 
This mine is 70 feet deep and runs 
4no yards hack from th** main shaft, 
and 75 men are employed to work in 
this 
mine. Electrical 
equipment in­ 
cluding an electric mining machine 
has been added since the opening of 
the mine four years a g o ./ 
Tom Byrnes has iiecn in the coal 
mining business 40 years a rid his bro­ 
ther Gunter, for the past 10 years. 
With 
their ex lier i once and 
modern 
equipment and 
experienced 
diggers, 
they can supply your coal needs. 
This hard bituminous coal 
is in 
great demand and they serve a ra ­ 
dius of 300 miles, a big portion being 
sold and hauled away by truck. 
In their advertisement elsewhere In 
this issue, they request all those in­ 
terested to call or write P. <>. R /T 
120* for orders. 
The Byrnes brothers including a 
friends fit th** mine are happy' to ha 
part 
iii 
this Historical edition ai 
wish to extend Season’s Greetings. 


D E A D 
Cattle, Horses, Mules 
Hogs 
REMOVED FROM PREMISES 
- F R E E - 


W ITHIN 35 MILES OF DECATUR 
Minton Rendering Co. 
DAY TELEPHONE—72 
NIGHT PHONE 18-2 RINGS 
W. V. Cunningham. Derat nr 


F O R S A L E 
Two small public ad­ 
dress amplifyers 
Priced to Sell 


SEE EMBRY HOYLE A T ___ 
Alland Shoe Shop 


Not Irater than Saturday 


We Buy Dead Stock 


Call 6-5100, Collect 
Fort Worth 


“FIFTY MIFF FLM IT” 
Marine Rendering Co. 
Fort Worth 
Texas 


< J ( 
/ 


Decatur Lodge No, ll? 
Meets Every 2nd and 
Mg!*tv 
7; JIO o ’el n* k 
I 


A. F. & A. M. 
4th Thursday 


P . I I H . ( I N S , 
VV. VI. 


. J A S . 
W . S M I T H , 
V e t i n g 
S e c y . 
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w i s e e m m y 
M E M O R I A L S 


Stock Removal Sale 


The complete stock will go at i/2 list price, at 
the plant. These prices will not be repeated. 
If you want a marker, come early for the best 
selection. 


LOCATED IN EAST DECATUR 


Decatur, Tex. 
Jno. Lester, Prop 


WISE COUNTY MESSENGER 


Boyd Bank Officials 


T he above photo made of tho officer of* tho Boyd Bank show s loft to right, 
-J. II. N ix, Cnshoir. C hristine N ix, Asst, ( ’ashier, and ii. E. Potty, President. 


Decatur Has Good 
Sports Record 


For the past forty years D ecatur 
B ap tist 
C ollege 
and 
D ecatur 
High 
School have turned out ath letes that 
w ill com pare favorably w ith any tow n 
in T exas, Both schools have m ade fine 
records in the athletic world and on 
many occasions have won district or 
s t a te cham pionships. 
At the turn of 
the century base­ 
ball 
and 
basketball 
were 
the 
main 
infraction s and not lint ii m in did Ju­ 
rator College decide to start playing 
football. 
In 1008-09, tin* D ecatur Cagres won 
aptate and national fam e by going th r u 
(•nth seas ons undefeated. 
Among 
the 
list o! victims ti lose y e a rs wa r<- T e x a s 
University, T exa s .A. & M., P oly tech ­ 
nic College, and m any other fine high 
schools and universities iii ' t e x a s a n d 
< >k la boma. 


T his fine team consisted (,f Captain 
Joh n n ie 
Gunn. 
Jess 
I’redo, 
C linton 
Rogers, 
Bed 
Giles, 
Busty 
Bey no Ids 
am i Bryon Ward. 
< 'agt a iii 
G u n n 
w as con-iih red 
the 
o u ts ta n d i n g a th l e te 
in th e s ta te and 
-on n u m e r o u s occasions d u rin g the b a s ­ 
ketball season, the great ‘E a g le’ would 
score tm -I •• I Im n btl | a tints. 
This h is to r y - m a k i n g team also c a u s ­ 
ed 
the 
national 
rules com m ittee 
to 
ehJiiige ail i m p o r t a n t scoring m e t h o d : 
Uthen the btl 11 w a s thrown tip in cen ­ 
ter, J ess Predo, on m any occasions, I 
batted the btl ll 
from his center i>osi- 


t ion into the loop tm 
a scon- before 


GET READY 
FOR XMAS 


Have Your Beauty 
Work Done Early 
Avoid the Rush 


PERMANENT 
Waves $2.0(1 lo ?65fl 


IV I f 
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VI gin]pi inn or 
iiU 
* * 
U i i i i -J , , , 
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•r- 
as .I itn 
‘ta G e n e \\ 
! rn 
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f 
D TA r t 


Lash 
L i U O i I 


A ll 
T}pcs of i leant v 
Work 


F R I E N D L Y 
Beauty Shop 


Phone 1()7— Decatur 


western 
half o f 
the 
junior 
college 


championship and lost a heart-break­ 


ing 3-0 gam e 
to 
B urleson 
for 
the 
state play off. 


T h e sam e year D ecatur High School 
E agles 
won 
the 
d istrict 
cham pion­ 
ship only to lose to Highland 
Park 
o f D allas in 
the playoff. 
A gain iii | 
1932 the Decatur Indians cam e through 1 
and w ent through the conference un­ 
defeated. untied and un scored on. In 


lb.*., the Indians again won the w es- 
tein halt aud lost to I AK’ in finals. 
in 
1968 
the 
D ecatur 
High 
School 
Eagles were defeated in ink but not 
in mud and sand. 
Coach Breedlove 
w ent through his conference undefeat- 
<’d -inly to lose their standing after 
;i (i|sf G'-! com m ith e ruled one of bis 
lads ineligible. 


In 1939 the Eagles were not to lie 
‘louie,! 
an d won 
the 
district 
again. 
his team w as considered one of the 
hest 
in 
the 
history 
of 
tile school 
even though it w as defeated by Dub­ 
lin in the B i-district 
gam e 
at. 
the 
home o f the latter. 
In 
194o the 
D ecatur Indians em ­ 
ployed one o f I t s form er grea ts to 
head the coaching realm s and 
w ere 
successful 
in producing 
one 
of 
the 


sch ool’s hest grid teams. 
W e are referring to Coach 
Farris 
Breedlove, who Inis done a good job 
aud apt tears headed for a stub* cham ­ 
pionship next season. 
Wk- also salute Coach Hiram Mote 
o f Decatur High School for the fine 
jolt done this fall and w ith a greater 
team coming up next season. 
. —--------------oO o— ------------- 


Worth Arnette Has 
Developed and Built 
Three Businesses 


W orth A m en e, operator of the 
V 
**♦■»*' »«■«• Station. < 'life nod i ourts. has I 
develop three- fine businesses iii D e­ 
catur. ’I he bo”inning of bis business I 
‘■areer dates bark 
to BCO. when 
lie I 
<-om|i!en d Iii- d u c a t ion m 
; a,, j icon- * 
tar Baptist College. His first business 
venture w as with his father when lie 
joined his griu-ory firm ten years ago. I 
T w o years later he opened up a ser-1 
vice station on North Trinity aud op­ 
erated this business until 1935. 
Seeing the possibilities of develop­ 


ing a fine business in the forks of the 


Bridgeport, B ow ie aud D ecatur high ­ 


w ays. he bought tin* property his busi­ 


ness now stands on 
aud 
built 
the 


M A»rth 
Arnette 
Service 
Station 
and 
the A 
< ’ate. Both of these busint ‘KS CK 
were completely equipped 
to give a 
mod er n service each w ith in themselves. 
T rue recognition has m et Mr. Arnette 
in this change tis he has enjoyed a 
splendid 
business 
w hich 
has 
grown 
in grea t st rides each yea r. 
'I’his y e a r m a r k e d the beginning of 
his 
modern 
courts. 
Several 
modern 


cabins were built and furnished with 


excellent 
taste. 
Good 
beds, w ith in­ 


nerspring m attresses, hot and cold run­ 


ning water, private baths and all the 


com forts of home a re 
to he found 
here. H is plans for the future ex p a n ­ 
sion and building o f more buildings 
will soon be realized. 
Recently Mr. and Mrs. A rnette com­ 
pleted 
building 
and 
moving 
into 
their 
beautiful 
new 
home 
next 
to 
their T exaco Service Station. 
o d e 
----------------- 
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FOR BETTER CLEANING 


Bring- Your Washing To Us. Old Time Wash 
ing that took hours to do can be done 


here in less than one hour 


R E E D ’S WA SH A TERIA 


another p layer could 
touch th e ball. 


"Cho 
Rules 
Committee, 
meeting 
in 


New York City, changed the rule to 


where another person had 
to touch 
tin* ball after the center tossup lie- 
fore two points could be scored. 
Back in tittie “good old d a y s” De- 
ctitur 
a lw a y s 
h a d 
otic 
of 
tin- 
o u t ­ 
standing baseball team s in tin- state 
amati' ir 
cir, les 
a n d 
m a n y 
I brining 
baseball 
g am es 
h av e 
been 
witnessed 
at the old Hogg diam ond and later at 
the college ath letic field. 
f 
Such p la y e r s as Bascom R enshaw , j 
Conley 
R ush. 
John 
R enshaw . 
H an k ' 
i lev* m an x . 
W • milt ington 
R e n s h a u . I 
Sally 
Province. 
S h o rty 
Nash. 
J o h n 
Gunn, C a rn ie B oyd, Zaek Lilia rd, Joe 
Pate. Bori B l o o d w o r t au d o th e r fine 
pe rform e rs m a d e up the D e c atu r ros­ 
ter that seldom e ver T m a eontest. 
In 191 A. W hen D e c a tu r « A > 11 < u * ■ d e ­ 
ri ded to try it - luck at the grid gat ne 
Bussell 
I Villas 
w as 
appoint* ti 
head 
ro ach and p ro m p tly developed one of 
t h o s e 
I ight ing 
I mea I ar elevens 
i ba! 
l u n e so brilliantly shown their w a r t s 
for tin- past im years. The school s ro s ­ 
ter in Bilo included Jen n in g s Brow n, 
Big 
Boy 
W illiam s, 
Gordo n 
Rob erts, 
• - x 
Pal lingam. 
Pau l 
Scot t. 
I lorac e 
Renshaw 
P<i,i 
R ansom. G ra d y W o o d ­ 
ruff 
Earnest 
Pot*s*t. 
Newt 
B a rk er, 
Cecil Hoyle. H ovey Young and u few 
ut hers 
In tin- World Wa r d a y s Lieut eau ut 
Gillis was sent to D ecatur College to 
be instructor at SA TC anti the L ie u­ 
tenant ti Go coach ed the foeti,all team. 
'Die 
I Mf I iii as 
cont inned 
to present 
tine athletic te a m s c a t h y e a r aud d e ­ 
veloped ath le te s that went on to high 
cr company. 
Non fly 
cv cry 
east era 
st bool 
w as 
ne gotia tin g for th e stow ices of .John 
(limn who tu rn ed down each college 
offer tine to 
his 
m inori ty 
in 
years, 
latter on however, Eagle did sign w ith 
the Fort W o rt h C ats for a pro fession­ 
al baseball career , 
I ll" < 'bieago W hite Sox Were a Her 
Big 
Boy 
W i 11 i a ms 
au d 
Like 
G unn. 
Big Boy w as ti"! of age, t h u s p r e v e n t ­ 
ing bim from signing with the W in dy 
l i l y t row ti. 
I a 
IPB* 
I a i a' ar 
11 igh 
St bool 
be­ 
gan 
playing 
football 
aud 
had 
snob 


lr J 


\ , e i e 
k n o w n 
t o 
i m!: ! 
f o r e a c h 
o t h e r 


h o i ll OU a in I "t f 
I ll" at hie! ic field and 
Cl 11 i I r i bu I <*, I >< m I, ■! 11 i rig to the 
col I < ... r 
i bat 
win a: a ay s 
he r, membere i 
in 
P. (Lid w itll Pe til I 
i 1111 iv -o' a i oa el Mg al 
I local Hr < A 'I lege t lie I ndiaiis w on t he 


ll l» 
I U U U 


For Holiday Driving 


With a Good Wash and Grease Job 


BOTH FOR...$1.25 


We Use Opaline and Pennsylvania 


Oils and Greases 


P. J. TUMELTY 


'm 
f r ■•■■-■•amy. TVC 
^ 
.TM. * -• Ii-, y* 
/ r n - 
Mf v. 
1856 
“84 YEARS OF PROGRESS” 1940 


WE SALUTE THE PIONEERS 
WHO ORGANIZED THIS C O U N T Y 


To those loyal men, living- and dead, who have serv­ 
ed VY ise County in the past in an official Capacity, we 
who carry on today in their stead dedicate this space as 
a memorial to their memory. We are proud to be a part 
of the citizens of historic old Wise County, and are proud 
of the distinction and honor which the good people of 
this county have accorded us. As public servants we 
strive to faithfully serve our people and carry on the 
traditions th at have characterized Wise County since 
its founding. 
_ This space is dedicated to tile memory of the loyal 
officials who have served Wise County faithfully in the 
past. 


Congratulations 
MESSENGER 
On Your Goth 
Birthday 
and 
0. L. CHRISTIAN 
On Your New 
Funeral Home 


I I ^ I 
•aw W ii, I d I 
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C 0 0 K 


> — . ...sstar*. 


( onimissioner, Precinc 
Countv lucite 


Harare 


R O Y M C C L U N G 


Commissioner, Precinct 2 


J. W A L L A CE B R A D ' , 


I ax Assessor-Gollector 


M R S . E S T E L L E G I B S O N 
J. A. W O O D A R D 


District Clerk 
County School Superintendent 


N. P . T A Y L 0 R 


Jusice of Peace, Precinct I 
NOLEN L. S E W E L L 


County Attorney 
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REMOVAL AND REMODELING SALE 
OF FURNITURE STARTS FRIDAY 


CHRISTIAN LAUNCHES HUGE SALE; 
FIRST STORE-WIDE EVENT 
IN SIXTEEN YEARS 


Biff Crowds Expected C. L. Christian Has 
From a Wide Area 
Fine Organization 


Interior View of Christian Furniture Store 


T ho s to re w id e 
sail** 
of 
furniture, 
furnishings, appliances anc! floor cov­ 
ers, which s ta rts F rid a y morning, at 
CI. L. C h ristian ’s store iii Decatur, will 
— in all prohflbilty. exceed in scope and 
interest, any event of its kind ever 
staged in Wise minty. 
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xx ill 
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e x p a n s i o n 
a n d 
i m p r o v e u i e n l 
p l a n s . 


w h i c h 
Mr. 
1 l i r i s t i a n 
lins 
in 
m in d . 


In 
o rd er 
l a k e 
en re 
o f 
(lie 
Pig 


c r o w d s 
w h i c h 
xviii 
a t t e n d 
this 
s a l e . 


a 
ii 11 rn I *e r 
o f 
a d d i t i o n a l 
s a l e s 
p e o p l e 


a n d h e l p e r s h a v e I,eon e m p l o y e d . T h e 


b u y i n g p u b li c is u r g e d lo a t t e n d t h e 


s a l e as e a r l y as 
p o s s i b l e so that (hex 


m a y 
ha vc Pet I et* c h o o s i n g f rom 
c o m 


plot e st o c k s , (tile < if : he most 
a 11 m o ­ 


t i v e f e a t u r e s 
o f 
tile 
s a l e 
is— t h e 
ch a n ce 
to b u y 
s u b s t a n t i a l , 
wanted 


g i f l s f o r tin 
h om o , at 
real s a l e p r i c ­ 
es. 


Jt has often 
I (eon 
said 
th a t 
“‘A 


filminess iv hut t h e l e n g t h e n e d sliadoxv 


o f 
a 
man."’ 
a ml 
w h i l e t h i s 
is. 
in 
a 


m e a s u r e , t rue o f t h e < 'brist inn e n t e r ­ 


pr is e s. f u l l cr ed it m u s t he gi v e n to Hie 


old and 
t r u s t e d 
a s s i g n a t s , 
w h o h a v e 


h e l p e d t h r o u g h m a n y y e a r s . 


.... ...... — III lo 
Brown, Another Old 
Employee of Firm 


J o h n W e - i c y 
llroxxn. w h o xx-as horn 


a n d 
raised in D e c a t u r , lins I teen w i t h 


Mr. 
C h r i s t i a n 
s in ei 
Dojo. 
Fie 
is 
a c ­ 


c o u n t e d 
11\ 
Mr 
C h r i s t i a n 
a s a 
m ost 


va hied 
t 11*-iii I MT o f 
t h e 
force. 
el 
......... 


I ad ust r.\ 
s p e n t 
*21 A.(Mio.o oo 
last 


y e a r t<» i m p r o v e e x i s t i n g p r o d u c t s a n d 


I t x 
to d i s c o v e r 
n e w ones . 
T h i s y e a r , 


he c a u s e ol 
lh l o u s e in eds, 
I he f i g u r e 


xx ii! 
pi oha hly 
he 
m u c h 
Iii;.lid. 
el Ie. ............. 


R e m e n d • * -1 a rg c Sa ilia < 'la us a lid 


S ix B a s k e t s o f CriH-erics g i v e n a w a y — 


F R U H 
S A I ! R D A Y, 
DI K' 
l l 
A i 
BARR S G R O C ER Y ! 


You Know 
You’re 
S A F E 


When you 
See This 
S I G N 
Service Station 


THE DEPENDABLE DEALERS 


LISTED BELOW 


Offer You Complete Service With Gulf! 


DEALERS IN DECATUR 


Super Service Auto Parts 
Bill's Repair Shop 
C. L. Maiden’s Longhorn Service Station 
C. L. Maiden’s Station 
C. L. Cummings’ Stations 
H. R. Fulling™ 


Mr. 
Hreedlove is capably assLsted 
by Marshall Stepp who has been wit!* 
the company for five years. Mr. Stepp 
was raised iii the building game, his 
father having been a contractor for 
many years. M arshall Stepp handles 
much of the plan work and details 
Contingent 
upon 
special 
services 
to 
home builders. 
Iii discussing the year that is now 
closing, 
Mr. 
Breedlove 
spoke of 
it 
as 
a 
m o s t 
prosperous twelve-m onth. 
Ile also expressed him self m ost op­ 


t i m i s t i c a l l y with regard to the c o m ­ 
ing year. 
o< lo- 


Cal McCurdy—Blewett 
d ias. Mundrick—Rhome 
Clay Pierce—Boyd 
Star Garage—Bridgeport 
C. A. Brooks—Chico 
Mrs. J. E. McAnelly—Alvord 
Virgil Fugate— Alvord 
Terry Williams—Greenwood 


GULF PRIDE MOTOR OIL 


NO-NOX AND GOOD GULF GAS 


COMPLETE LINE OF SPECIALTIES 


Phone 50—Decatur 


F. W. “BUZZ BURTON 
Wholesale Distributor 
Decatur, Texas 


Mr. Wilkerson IO Years! 
With c. l . Christian 
iShamburger Lumber 
Co. Established Many 
Years in Decatur 


Hugh Breedlove Has 
Been With Company 
Since 1913 


C. K. WILKERSON 


\ssistant to 
Funeral Home 
C. I>. (liristian in the 
and 
Furniture Store. 


<'. Iv 
W i l k e r s o n , xviii* iv a 
li c e n se d 


f m i e r a I 
d i reel or 
m id amba liner. 
xx a > 
horn 
iii Simpson 
County, 
Kentucky, 


m o v i n g 
to Texas 
xx*lien 
q u i t e 
y o u n g , 
living in 
and around 
W i s e County 
practically all his life. 
He went to work for Mr. Z. B. Bobo 
of Rhome iii 1908 and worked for him 
until 
1917 when he moved to 
Deca­ 
tu r xvii Ii his family where he took up 
a 
position 
with 
Helm, 
W ord 
and 
Dillehay. 


In 1924 he went to work for Mr. 
D b risi h i n. 
o b t a i n i n g 
his 
e m b a l m e r s 


l i c e n s e in 15)20. He has assisted Mr. 
( ’liristian 
iii tile funeral, as well as 
I lie fur nit lire work. 


- ---- 
o( Iii 
— ---- 
Vannette Beauty 
Shop Popular With 
Wise County Ladies 


F o r a n u m b e r ut x c u r s t h e V a n e t t o 


B e a u t v 
S h o p 
has 
I teen 
o n e 
o f 
t h e i 
l e a d i n g 
places 
for 
women 
of 
W ise 
(’ounty to have 
their 
beauty 
work 
done. Miss E sther Summers of Chico, 
w h o r e c e n t l y bought 
iii*1 
s h o p 
h a s 
continued 
to give 
tin* same q u a l i t y 1 
service for which the shop has long, 
been know. 
In this modern shop only w ell-train- , 


cd 
operators 
are 
employed. 
Novia 
GDodger is known over the county for 
her art in beauty xvork and has w ork- i 
od at this location several years. C h a r­ 
lene Gregg, also employed here is an 
experienced, 
likeable 
operator. 
Miss 
Sum m ers, the owner came to D ecatur 
from F o rt W brth about three m onths 
ago and with wonderful training and 
experience her popularity has grown 
by leaps and bounds. 


— — .— -oOo 
---------------- 


Tin- 
S l m r ii b u r g e r 
L u m b e r 
Go., 


xvhieli 
has headquarters in 
W ichita 


I'alls. 
h a s 
m a n y 
l ar g e 
l u m b e r 
y a r d s 
throughout the state, and most of these 
branches do a large volume of b u s i ­ 
ness and enjoy 
the confidence and 
good will of their respective com m uni­ 
ties. It is doubtful if any branch of 
this large concern, is higher regarded 
than the old established yard at De 
catur. 
T h e progress of the local 
Sham- 
htirger y ard 
m ust he 
attributed 
in 
largest m easure to the untiring efforts 


" f ' ,s c a p a b l e m a n a g e r , H u g h 
Breed- 
loxe who has been w ith the company 


c o n s t a n t l y 
s i n c e 
RHM. 
Mr. 
B r e e d lo co 
came to W ise County w hen lie was 
5) years old. and so f o r more than half 
a century he has lived aim labored 
right in this community. 
th e re a re larger lumber y ards aud 


offices . throughout the country 
than 


this one. but very few th a t a re bet­ 


ter equipped or more a ttractiv e than 


tim local 
o f f i c e s and s a l e s 
r o o m s of 


I lie 
S ha nihil rgtT 
* '*>. 
I he 
ma in 
bum 


ni ss iii 
I he < o i n p a n,\ 
o f c o u r s e , c o n ­ 
cerns 
i t s e l f with building. 
In recent 


y e a r s I liex 
ba \ *• bad un urn I ba a 
“ ii 
sh a re o f b u i l d i n g suppix Ims im -s. 
iv. 
in 
;i 
la rgc 
m e a s me. due to 
t ?.< . ;* 
very complete financing, plan and con­ 
struction service, that they offer the 


p r o s p e c t i v e h o m e bui lde r. 


Cottage Cleaners 
Have Experience 
To Back Them 


Charles M. Burton, operator of C ot­ 


tage Cleaners 
plant, 
wits 
Isira a n d 


has lived most of his life In W ise 
County. 
He 
has 
had 
experience in 
some of the largest plants 
in 
F o rt 
Worth 
and 
Dallas 
and 
spent 
tw o 
years in business iii W hshington, D. 
j C. Mrs. Burton lots also had a nuin- 


I her of years experience in th e busi- 
| ness 
a n d together they have succeed- 
• cd in building up a fine business in 
, J id atm-. 
Cottage C leaners have a com plete 


p l a n t 
a u d I b m 
d o tailoring and altera- 
J tines o f all types. They represent J. 
j L. Taylor, F in e Tailors, and tak e or- 
j dcrs f o r suits in all J * i i ( *■ ranges. 
The B urtons appreciate your p a s t 
patronage and 
h o p 1 to continue 
to 
; MTX c x on in I he flit un*. 


This Christmas 
Cive Your Horns 
VENETIAN* 
BLINDS 


“Our 
Bb Otis 
Ar* 
Shades 
B etter” 


w tl Im a m>rri—» 
la 
Wilton 
to 
wtfib Y a n a 1 
window*, 
diva them to Moth ta 
or M other aad Dad 
pvt them in their 
and give them 
hoar*. 
They Witt ba IV 
toyad tor y m n i 
FR KE 


ooaftf 
tSSa 
Iii 
i i 
tad aal! 
b u l lli^M 


AGEE 


V m 
e t i a a 
B f l a d 
O s * 


419 A, S au u n Jt A f * 


C O N G R A T U L A T I N G . . . 


THE WISE C O U N T Y M E S S E N G E R 


On Their 60th Anniversary 


MR. C. L. C H R I S T I A N 


On His New Funeral Home 
M 


Insurance Office Has 
apable Man At Head 


Mr. W. <). Bailey was av au d ito r 


iii the State T reasury D epartm ent for 


three years and has had wide experi­ 


e n c e iii auditing and lwiokkeeping. Ile 
is a native of Wise County, and has 
live d h e r e Ii inst of his life. 
In December of 1983 Mr. Bailey (le- 


r i d e d 
Tm 
go into 
t h e 
i n s u r a n c e busi­ 
ness in this city and soon a fte r go­ 
ing into business here he took over 
J. 
W. 
Bailey’s 
agency. 
Mr. 
Bailey 
is a specialist iii his w ork and is 
capable of handling your every insur­ 
ance need. He is ably assisted by Mrs. 
D orrel Jones. 
Only 
reliable old line com panies 
are represented in this insurance of­ 
fice. 


-oOo- 


Plywood, made by an industry only 
active iii the United States for about 
ten years, today has over 2,000 uses, 
including < radio 
cabinets, 
airplanes, 
luggage, and piano cases. 


MAGNOLIA PRODUCIS 
GET R E A D Y F OR F R O S T 
CHANGE NOW 
TO 


MQBILOIL ARCTIC 
THERE IS AN “ARCTI C GRA D E ” 
FOR EVERY T E M P E R A T U R E 
MOBILOIL MOBILGAS 
The Best By Test In Any Weather for Any Motor 
Why Take Chances When There’s a 
Magnolia Dealer Close By 


HAROLD VAN METER 
Agent for 
Magnolia Petroleum Co. 


Watch for the Flying Horse 


Thursday, December 12,1940 
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Western Auto Stores Gives Great Values 


Western Auto Asso­ 
ciate Store Enjoying 
Successful Business 


Western Auto Interior View 


Car owners and 
householders of I 
Decatur 
find 
many 
advantages jill | 
trading at the Western Auto Assort- j 
ate Store, located at the northeast, 
corner of tin* square, This store is! 
locally owned and operated by V. ii. j 
Stover. 
Mr. Stover opened his store here 
in March of this year. For sixteen 
years, before he moved here with his 
family the early part of 1940, lie op­ 
erated his own business in Dallas and 
he has had broad experience in serv­ 
ing the public in a retail capacity. 
The townspeople have now become 
familiar with the Western Auto A s s o ­ 
ciate store and know that it is a de-: 
pend a hie place to buy high quality, 
low priced merchandise. 
Western Auto Supply Company, the 
largest 
or g a n iza ti o n 
of 
its 
kind 
in 
the world, is wholesaling this wide­ 
ly 
accepted, 
nationally 
advertised 
merchandise to more than 2JKW> in d e ­ 
pendent merchants such as Mr. .Stover. 
This locally owned store offers a gen­ 
eral line of merchandise, 
including 
auto supplies, accessories, tires, 
ra­ 
dios, tools, bicycles, sporting goods, 
electrical supplies and appliances etc. 
Among the many features offered 
by Mr. Stover at 
his Western Au­ 
to Associate Store is his guarantee 
policy 
of 
“Satisfaction 
or 
Money 
\Baek," whereby any item you buy in 
*feis store which proves to be unsat- 


Tlie in'crior view of the Western Auto Store showing the 
they a re ready to serve you. This store has a large stock of 
personnol. will g i v e you an i<D•;i of the 
specialty item s for Christinas. 
manner in which 


Is factory will he promptly adjusted by 
him or any Western Auto Associate 
Store or Company owned store any­ 
where in 
the 
United 
S t a t e s 
where 


these stores are located. 
In addition to this, Mr. Stover of­ 
fers liberal time payment plan on cer­ 
tain lines of merchandise. 
Mr. 
Stover appreciates his many 
patrons, and cordially invites other 
shoppers in Decatur and Wise Coun­ 
ty to visit his store. 
------------- o( >o-------------------— 


Beware Coughs 


from common colds 
That Hang On 
Creomuksion relieves promptly be­ 
cause it goes right to the seat of the 
trouble to help loosen and expel germ 
laden phlegm, and aid nature to soothe 
and heal raw, tender inflamed bronchial 
mucous membranes. Tell your druggist 
to sell you a bottle of Creomulsion with 
the understanding you must like the 
way it quickly allays the cough or you 
are to have your money back. 
CREOMULSION 
For Coughs, Chest Colds, Bronchitis 


Pruitt of Slidell 
Is Real Pioneer 


The 
Pruitt 
Blacksmith 
and 
Ma­ 
chine Shop has been serving the peo­ 
ple of Slidell and surrounding com­ 
munity for the past twenty-two years. 
Mr. Pruitt has been a resident of Wise 
County for the past fifty-six years 
so is well known by old and young. 
Ile carries a line of new and used 
auto parts, and is an expert in wel­ 
ding, 
blacksmithing, 
woodwork 
and 
hutching work. Ile also grinds feeds, 


L E O N A R D S 


The Christmas Store of Values 
WISE COUNTY MESSENGER 


ON YOUR PUBLICATION OF THE 
60th ANNIVERSARY EDITION! 


We Extend a Hearty Welcome to Our 
Friends to the 
“WONDERLAND OF GIFTS” 


Amidst the Christmasy sounds and glow of 
lights you’ll be caught up in that thrilling 
sense of excitement that means Christmas is 
almost here . . . You’ll rekindle your faith in 
stockings by-the-fire . . .the deep human 
friendliness of giving . . . in human nature 
itself ... at- 


L E O N A R D ’ S 


The Christmas Store of Values 
We also want to extend an especial invitation 
to our friends to see the 


THE STORY OF CHRISTMAS 


seven beautiful oil paintings depicting the 
principal incidents surrounding the birth of 
Christ . . . beginning with the journey of 
Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem aud leading 
up to the nativity scene itself This massive 
display is on our first floor, and we feel that 
you will appreciate the Christmas story more 
than ever when you have viewed these time­ 
ly and spiritually significant paintings. 


KIDDIES VISIT SANTA IN TOY LAND 


He has a book of stories and Christmas 
poems for each of his little friends. If you 
can’t be here, be sure to listen to Santa’s 
Broadcast each afternoon at 4 p. rn. over 
Station KFJZ. 


cleans out wells and sells wind mills 
and puts them up. Ile handles Mag­ 
nolia Products, gas. oil, greases, etc. 
About 
two years ago Mr. Pruitt 
saw the need of a modern home laun­ 
dry <ir washeteria for the women of 
his community. Mrs. Pruitt operates 
the washeteria with a complete “Hel- 
py Selfy’ and finishing service. 
—<)Oo---------------- 
Letter Written in 1862 
Is Still in Good State 
of Preservation 


The letter below was received by 
J u d g e 
W. 
WI 
B r a d y 
in 
1862 
from 
Allen Bryan who was a soldier in the 
Confederate army. Bryan is the fath­ 
er of Mrs. Julia Bucker, who lives in 
Decatur at present and bas the orig­ 
inal letter. Judge Elmo Brady is the 
son of \\\ W. Brady. 


Little Bock, Arkansas, 
July 24th., 1862. 
Wf. W. Brady. 
Decatur. Texas, 
Dear Sir: 
I seat myself this evening to address 
you with a few lines. Wit* have just 
arrived 
to Little 
Bock, Ark., 
from 
Black River, where we have been on 
a scout about 6 weeks. We had another 
fight with the Federals tile Kth of 
July. 


lio n i­ 


se minutes t h e n we had to retreat and 
that went against the grain for 
I 
hate the thought of rei renting from 
an abolitionist but there was about 
DK) against lad of Sweets reg. .and 
about HO citizens of Arkansas. They 
were 
considered 
the 
best 
fighters 
that they bad in the north. They were 
J a y hawkers, they killed 18 head of 
horses for us and wounded 8 more. 
Our loss of men were 8 killed and 6 
wounded. We killed about 25 of them 
and wounded a good many more. We 
captured several horses in tin* fight. 
W\n. Priddy got his horse shot and 
captured one of their horses. Me sold 
him for 
150 
dollars. 
Col. 
Sweet’s 
horse was killed under him. Capt. Bar­ 
re tt’s Co. fought like brave men. We 
attacked them in an awkard position. 
They had 
a considerable advantage 
of us. The boys coming home with 
the horses will give the particulars 
of tile fight so no more u t present. 
You must write to me. 
Yours truly. 
ALLEN BRYAN 


o < I , , ----------------------------------- 
Robertson Produce 
And Grocery 
Pays Top Prices 


J. I*. Robertson, owner and opera­ 
tor of Robertson Grocery and Pro­ 
duce Store, has lived in Wise County 
VNV attacked 
them 
about 
aul most of bis life. Ho caille to tIi** coun- 
by sun. We fought them 25 or,1 iv with bis father and mother, Mr. 


Boyd Mercantile Company 


The ab ov e photo is of one of Boyd's pioneer business firms and one of the 
Count \ s most a g g r e s s i v e store-'. 


and Mrs. C. ll. Robertson in the early 
nineties, when he was a baby. He grew 
ip) and was educated in W^se Coun­ 
ty, and for several years, farmed on 
a place seven miles south of Deca­ 
tur with bis parents. 
In 1927 he went into tho grocery 
and produce business in Decatur. The 
original business was on tin* south­ 
west corner of the square, but this 
burned out. He had to re-stock com­ 
pletely when be went into the present 
location in 1936. 
Mr. Robertson buys produce, crea m, 
pecans and all types of farm products. 
Ile keeps well posted on the m arket 
and 
pa> s 
top prim 
I Ie oper ates 
a 
< iunplete 
g n aery 
ami 
market 
aud 
wit Ii 
his 
ma ny sci vices rombim d 
he 
e n j o y s a large v o l u m e ut business. 


W. E. Scott of Alvord 


Features Purina 


Mr. VV!. 
E. Scott 
c a m e fr o m C h il ­ 
dr e s s to Wise C o u n t y ten years ago 
aud set I ii d in Alvord. In 1935 la* went. 
into th' 
grot-ery and feed b u si ne ss . 
Mr. Scott f ea tu re s Purina feed s but: 
be carries 
several 
o t h e r 
lines. 
H o 
w o r k s w ith the poultry and dairymen 
in 
the 
A b o r d 
area in 
h e lp in g them 
In got better rosnlis th r o u g h scientific 


|'o< ding 
and 
ba lulling. 
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Late Christmas Shoppers 
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PERKINS TIMBERLAKE CO. 


KEITH DRY GOODS 
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SAVE M O N E Y 
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Grocery and Market 


Decatur, Texas 


THE ELLISON F U R N I T U R E & CARPET COMPANY 


FOR! WORTH, TEXAS 
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ta 


T O O U R G O O D F R I E N D A N D N E I G H B O R 
C .L CHRISTIAN 


On the Occasion of The Op e n i n g of His Ne w Mode r n 
Funeral Home 
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WISE ( O I!1\T Y MESSENGER 
Thureday, Decem ber 12,1940 
Chico Bank Is Remodeled Throughout 


Spots of 
H istory of 
County 


Newly Remodeled Chico Bank 
Improvements of 
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t h e 
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D e c a t u r in one of 


t to 
y e a r s 
i m n i e d int civ 
a ut e d a t intr t h e 


. w a r o f I sr,:; w h e n t h e f i r s t p e r m a n e n t 


s e t t l e r . 
S a m 
W o o d y , 
a r r i v e d 
in 
t h e 


t e r r i t o r y . 
The lone Indian 
a n d 
t h e 


w hit** man were a l l 
t h a t remained of 
an 
I n d i a n 
chase 
s t a r t e d 
by 
w h i t e j 


si ’ t i e r s 
o n 
V i l l a i n 
' ' n *ek 


< o m i t y a n d 
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H o w e v e r , 
S . nil 
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i n t . , t h e 
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o f 
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I* m a i n 
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o f 
D e c a t u r , 
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k i n d to h a v e b e e n b u i l t 
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I s o l 
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s t i l l 
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( P l i e r 
w h i t e 
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was named Mel’an oil, and lo them, 
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1854. His name was Woody Mc(Carroll. 
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a s a 
r e s i d e n c e , C a r t w r i g h t 
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T i n 4 
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I'be r i d g e p o l e in I l ie r o o f s h r u n k a n d 
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a 
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t h e 
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a f f e c t i o n a l e t ) 


a n d 
i m p o r t a n t Iv 
iii 
tin* e a r l y 
a n n a l s 


o f i b e c o u n t ry. 
Haptists I el I ow a a I suit and organize 


♦ii their first church in 1856, in the 
home of Samuel Herrin who lived .ins! 
to 
D i e south of Die present location 
of Decatur. Christian orirani/.at ion ami j 
worship vv as also soon arranged for 
in the Catlett 
Creek 
neighborhood 
north from Decatur, the first record 
of 
early 
worship 
originating 
front j 


I he bt.mc of < 'apt .Iolm W. I la Ic. 


T o t h i s d a t e W i s e C o u n t y w a s s i i i ; 
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r e 
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H a w 
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s . i v v 
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w h e r e t h e 
D e ­ 


c a t u r 
p u b l i c 
s i p i a re 
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c o u r t b o u s e 


n o w 
la*, 
b i l e) 
s a i d 
t h e 
l o n e 
w o l v e s 


si Tea Hied 
a l a i 
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in 
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d i r e c - 
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I’he First Rank of Chico has been remodeled inside and out. 
‘nor shown iii the picture is of marble. 
The in­ 


d e s i r e 
i e 
c o n t r o l 
t h e i r 
o w n 
p o l i t i c a l 


a m i 
g o v e r n m e n t a l 
a f f a i r s . 
T h e 
b u r ­ 


den of applying to Denton and Cooke 


C o u n t i e s 
f o r 
l e g a l 
p r i v i l e g e s , 
d e e d 


n irjst rat i o n s 
a n d 
l a n d 
s u r v e y i n g 
b a d 


cd to something else altogether. Deca­ 
tur. after Commodore Stephen Doca- 


D i r o f c o l o n i a l 
n a v a l 
w a r 
f a m e , 
w a s 


a d o p t e d . 
Tho next few years were those of 
pioneer bliss for the few settlers in 
the country. They had now conte for­ 
ward in sufficient numbers to achieve 
organization 
and 
closer administra­ 
tion of their affairs. There was no; 


operation with all helpful forces and 
influences, inclusive of the marketing ___ 


agencies for milk and poultry products, j The Chico Bank 
the Extension Department of the A. | 
& M. College, the County Farm agents, J 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
tho local farm citizenship, local news­ 
papers, 
lecture 
platforms, 
schools 
dem onstrations and what not. In the 
next few years the the production of 
whole milk and cream was expanded 
from the original daily six cans volume 
ti- many millions of pounds per an­ 
nual 
volume. 
along 
with 
sin ilar 
growth in Hic poultry business. 
I iii ii Dday the Colton business bas 
largely been displaced. The original 
income 
I h a t came from 
c ot t o n w lien 
the industry w a s in its prime is in 
these days practically substituted by 
and 
equivalent 
amount 
of 
annual 
revenue from the county dairying and 
poultry business. 
The change in the chief source of 
income and the manner and time of 
its payment has been highly advan­ 
tageous economically. Farmer-prot!ac­ 
ers now enjoy cash pay days as ofteu 
-as they wish, daily if they so desire, 
or 
else 
weekly 
or 
semi-monthly, 
whereas, cotton paid off but once a 
year when it paid at all and that af­ 
ter a year long process of credit op­ 
eration 
had largely 
liquidated 
the 
account. 
Good 
trading 
centers 
about 
the 
county have been benefitted by the new 
order, namely: Alvord, Hark (Springs, 
Chico, 
Bridgeport, 
Paradise, 
Boyd, 
Newark, 
Rhome, 
Decatur, 
Slidell, 
and Greenwood 
Decatur, the county seat town, has 
substantially prospered under the new 
regime of round-the-year cash pay- 


g r o w n 
o n e r o u s . 
T h e y 
d e s j n - d 
o r g a n i ­ 


z a t i o n 
o! 
t h e i r o w n c o u n t y 
a n d 
c l o s ­ 


e r c o n t rot 
o f t h e i r 
o w n. 
The man to lead them in that en­ 


t e r p r i s e w i t s 
a l r e a d y b e r e , in fact **n- 
siiing experience 
warrants 
the 
a s -1 danger of Indian attack in these first 
sumption that 
he was the leader 
in few blissful years. The people now set- 
the 
promotion of organization senti- tied domv to the development of their; big farm 
industries. The town shows 
I individual holdings. They were so ab- more than a twenty-five i>er cent in- 
man was Absalom Bishop. 
Ile sorbed as to fail to note the storms! crease in 
population in the 
last ten 
j brewing on the far horizon. 
j years and building has increased and 
the storm broke over the country thrived. 
t 
I 
. 
j is a result of the start of the C ivil’ 
New county highways, improved lat- 
i Wjar. Only a few peaceful years had erat 
roads and 
consolidated school 
been granted the thin elements hen 
Ion ihe frontier to organize and es 


! M i . I M I 


m e a t 


J Iii 
stands out big In the portrait of early 
history. He created \\1ise County by 
enactment of the state legislature. He 
fought a terrific county seat election 
campaign battle for the location of 
Decatur at bis present site. He sur- 
veved and located Decatur as it now 
he removed to De- disorganized flu 
s t a n d s and then 


c a t u r a n d b e c a m e o n e o f i ts first cit i- 


zons, an 
early 
merchant 
and 
the 
town’s most able public spirited lead­ 
er. It i s ironic to say that no street, 
park. hotel, no public or private in­ 
stitution at Decatur bears the name of 
Bishop. 
But 
something 
should 
be 
named t o honor him. 
\\1ise County, 
named 
for 
Gover­ 


n o r Henry A . \\1iso of Virginia, was 
created by an act of the legislature in 
1850. Election for tile first set of coun­ 
ty officials was held the first Mon­ 
day in May. 185(1, resulting iii tile se- 
!<*♦ t i o n of t In* f o l l o w jug : 
M illiam 
S. 
((ates, 
< 'hic!' 
.Jus! ice 
I I In* office 
now 
is count) 
judge I ; 
Absalom Bishop, County Clerk: Gran­ 
ger Salmon. District Clerk: John VV. j 
Hale. Sheriff; Robert C. Mount, As- 
-cssof-('oiledor ot Taxes; 
John 
I 
Waggon.-r, Treasurer: 
II. R 
Haney. ' 
George 
Birdwell. Samuel I,. Terrell. 


their political life. War also 


tin- 


1 . 
K i n <• a ii i i o 11. 
C o u n t ) 
( J »111111i s s i o 11 


ai 


of 


ll - 


T h e next year 


| pa igii 
a n d 
c l e d ion 


o c c u r r e d 
T h i s 
h a d 


iii 
t h e 
l e g i s l a t u r e 


t h e c o u n t ) . w h o r e d 


l i e 
na ii ic 
o f 
i n . ’ 


w o n hi 
Im* T a ) I" r- v 
11a<I 
ne- n soloed* I 


IO 
i lie 
le g M a I U Ti 


m e m o r a b l e cant­ 


o r 
a 
( o m i t v 
s c a t 


'•cen 
p r o v i d e d 
f o r 


tov M o n 
c e c a ling'’ 
ii was cited thai 
on ut) 
seal 
town 


e. 
a 
n a m e 
vv Ii ie Ii 


c d 
r e c o m m e n d e d 


I viinoiAitiiinoi no Federal military forc­ 
es established o n the frontier to con­ 
trol the w arlike Indians and when 
tile 
military 
leash 
was 
withdrawn 
'savage attack started against tin 
j protected pioneers. 
Many of the settlers were drawn in 


c o m p a n i e s 
to f i g h t 
in the war o n t i n 
I Confederate side and a few scragging 
members remained to form home mili­ 
tary groups for the protection of the 
frontier. At least two of these local 
tii(*n became celebrated Indian fighters, 
Captain George Stevens and ('apt. Ira 
Long. Through the long ensuing peri­ 
od of civil warfare and a longer suc­ 
ceeding interval of Indian depreda­ 
tion the frontier became almost de­ 
populated of its original elements. 
The next wave of county activity 
did not gain impetus until tin* decades 
beginning 
witli 
approximately 
1880. 
The F o r t VVJorth & Deliver r a i l r o a d 


w a s b u i l t 
i n t o the c o u n t y a n d t o D e ­ 


c a t u r 
in 
I s s *j. 
T i m n-qM*rt a H o n 
d u r i n g 


a l l 
I i n - 
I inn* 
b a d 
he* 
i i 
p r i x b l e d 
bv 


11x e n a n d h o r s e arni m u l e t e a m s w h i c h 


h r e u g b t 
s u p p l i e s 
f r o m 
p o i n t s 
h u n ­ 


d r e d s 
e l 
m i l e s 
d i s t a n t 
o v e r 
m u d d y 


r o a d s a n d w i t Ii g r e u t 
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centers have come in this time. 
The county as a whole will show a 
slight loss in population but the de­ 
ficit has possibly i>een from some of 
the towns and not from the farms. 
(The newest enterprise is the cur­ 
rent county-wide search for oil, with 
probabilities of success. 
----------------oOo---------------- 
j, Faye’s Beauty Salon; 
Ten Years in Decatur 


Mrs. Faye Shaw, owner of Faye's 
Beauty Salon, has been in the beauty 
business in Decatur 
for 
ten 
years. 
Stic 
received 
lier 
beauty 
training 
course tit Sellers Beauty 
School 
in 
Fort 
Worth. Only expert operators 


;i r e e m p l o y cd in ber s h o p . 


M i s s Mary It nth Fowler has been 
with M r s . Shaw 
for 
a 
number 
of 
years and is well known for her com- 
petent beauty work. Mrs. Ben Moore 
who is also well known for ber good 
work is an employee of this shop. 
I he shop l i a s 
p l e n t y of room, pri­ 


v a t e 
b o o t h s 
a lid 
m o d e r n 
e q u i p m e n t . 
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s h o p 
at 
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The first 
Rank of Chico was re­ 


modeled iii its Banking House, inside 


and out. and installed marble fixtur­ 
es. making a commodious office more 
convenient, 
more 
comfortable 
and 
mere seem***. 
The reconstruction of the external 
features of the bank building were 
done by Bert Gussies and Bill Hilton, 
making a very attractive and substan­ 
tial front. The fixtures were furnish­ 
ed by Mailander & Company of Wa­ 
co, Texas and installed by Mr. Frank 
Parma and Mr. Albert Niederer of 
WVico; 
Doth very accomplished and 
efficient workmen, and employees of 
Mailander & Company. 
It. Lee Morris. President of the 
bank, in milking observations of the 
improv ements, s.iid : 
“Our 
improve­ 
ments sire designed for a business 
home of the entire community, and 
the First Bank is a gateway of busi­ 
ness for Chico and communities, and 
is intended as a beacon indicative of 
good will and friendly bunking ser- 
V ice.’’ 
The First Bank of Chico opened 
its 
doors for business in the year 
1895; then 
the 
country 
was 
fresh 
and responsive, tint the volume of fi­ 
nancing was negligible in comparison 
with conditions of today. Then there 
was only one other Du ilk 
in 
W ise 
County, today there are many good 
hunks: and no deimsitor has ever lost 
a dime in any bank in Wise County. 
The First Bank of Chico has kept 
step with the times and during the 45 
years 
of continued service in 
this 
community 
shows 
development 
and 
, progress. This not only speaks well 
i for the bank but is an endorsement 
of the community as well. The first 
Hank bas expanded and enlarged its 
financial capacity and strength, till 
today its capital assets and visible 
resources challenge any institution in 
all the country. 
Mr. Morris says in his comments— 
“He still loves Chico, but it is not the 
Chico lie discovered 45 years ago. The 
rapidly changing march of time and 
events im vc changed its complexion, 
but it is still Chico. He further says, 
“I 
believe in the business 
axiom, 
that business goes where it is wanted 
and stays where it is well treated.” 
Mr. Morris is also owner of the 
Morris 
Mercantile Company aud he 
is tim oldest banker aud business op­ 
erator in Wise (bounty, his lacing the 
oldest dry goods business and hank 
under one continuous ownership. He 
came to Wise County in 1894 from 
New 
Albany, Miss., 
and established 
himself in business in Chico. He at 
one time operated four businesses in 
Chico, each dealing in a separate com­ 
modity. Mr. Morris still operates the 
Morris Mercantile Co. with 
a com­ 
plete stock. 
—*------((Of >---------------- 
(inc person out of every four em­ 


p l o y e d in tile United States today de­ 
pends for b i s j o b upon one or anoth­ 
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See Us F or Sewing Machines 
Authorized Singer Agent 
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l i c square. Another tavern and a sa­ 
loon building were 
erected 
on 
the 
south side of 
Hie square. The tiny 
little 
western outpost was growing 
very slowly because the region as a 
whole was yet unsettled. 
January 7, 1958 the town’s name 
of Taylorsville was changed to that 
of Decatur, also by act of the legis­ 
lature. It was said that Col. Bishop 
had become disappointed with Gen­ 
eral Taylor fc* reason that he had 
turned a whig in politics and thus he 
moved to have the town’s name cbang- 
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a tam! 
J'at to the crop 
the I io ii weevil aud 


n i y 
va a i s . ti ie pci (pie 
ut) sof a red t he economic 
Heil iia* all ’.'in complete 
disappearance of their supporting in­ 
duct r y entailed. During these troub­ 
lous twenty years Mane was little of 
pi ogie-si v o 
adion 
throughout 
this 
. omit ry, t lie people having been du­ 
per, cd o! I lie will la rgely and and hu­ 
ed as to aggressive4 adion. The coun­ 
ty lest mon* I ban 7.0(H) people I rom 
its population and mon* than 
1.2(H) 
erstwhile 
prosperous 
farms 
were 
i brow ii on I be junk heap. 
There came a revival iii about 1920 I 
The w riter likes to think of it as hav­ 
ing been signalized by six cans of J 
whole milk. This was the milk of 
cows which with the combination of! 
tile hen led Wise County out of the I 
economic mire into which it had fat- j 
leu. 
Six cans of 
milk 
composed 
the 
early production—in 
1922. 
Business 
men in that year organized into an 
active Chamber of Commerce which 
immediately entered into active co- 
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Magnolia Has Pumping Plant At Alvord 


VAN METER, MAGNOLIA AGENT IS 
LIFE LONG RESIDENT OF WISE COUNTY 
Fire Trucks, Fire Chief, and City Managers 


r 
Harold Van Meter, local Magnolia 
Agent for tho eastern half of W ise 
( 'aunty has been a resident 
of 
the j 
county all of his life. After leaving! 
Rhome, his birthplace in 1922, to ab­ 
lend the Decatur Baptist College, his 
popularity spread out over a 
a I ca 
through 
his 
football 
viHorh 
H e acquired an all 
time record as 
guard and lineman wit Ii the college 
team during his college career. Those 
w ere the good old days in Decatur 
when the gridiron funds were at their 
peak and Van M eter helped to make 
football history. 
A fter leaving college he took over 
a bookkeeping job iii a local garage. 
T his marked 
the 
beginning 
of 
ids 
career in servicing car owners. In lat­ 
er years he was connected with several 
local oil and gas agencies. His first 
■connections 
with 
tile 
.Magnolia 
Pe­ 
troleum Co 
was a partnership whole­ 
sale agent with his I motlier in another 
city. 
In 1937 he took over the local Mag­ 
nolia Commission Agency and togeth­ 
er w ith his seven dealers in this dis­ 
trict they are increasing the use of 
M agnolia Products a large per cent 
^ eh year. During his more tiian Of­ 
ten years in tile oil business in the 
Nerving of dealers and consumers he 
has acquired a wealth of knowledge 
in this line. By working with his deal­ 
e r s and the users of M agnolia Pre­ 
cincts he has educated a large number 
o f t^ir owners to the many advantages; 
of Ghfjse products. 
Tin*-M agnolia Petroleum C om pany1 
has a great deal more interest, in the 
county t^her than a sales business. 
Their pumping plant at Alvord, em ­ 
ploying over twenty men which con 
tributes a large monthly pay roll to 
the resources of 
WH se 
County 
and 
helps to keep nearly twenty fam ilies' 
up. 
This is quite a contribution to our 
w ealth 
outside 
of 
the 
natural 
re-; 
sources of this area. 
The entire Magnolia organization,: 
the production department, 
the pipe 
lin e division, pumping plant aud lo­ 
cal dealers join Mr. Van Meter in ex-' 
pressing 
their 
appreciation 
of 
the 
good w ill enjoyed by the Magnolia IV-, 
troleum Company in this county. 
V isit your nearest friendly 
Mag­ 
nolia D ealer and ask for a complete 
check up ar 
note the courteous m an­ 
ner in widen you w ill lie served. 
------------—oOo 
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American Legion 
Auxilairy Post 
Number Eighty 


Mr. Maim a Native 
of Decatur 


By Mrs. John Gunn, President 
. 
The women of Decatur, Texas, car- 
[ ried their share of the suffering which 
was no'-ossary I<> make passible ilia 
I World W ar victory. For every man 
w ho was 
enlisted, 
endured 
all 
tho 
I hardships and 
dangers of the war, 
I there was a woman at home bravely 
; carrying on an equal burden. The re- 
j juicing at the close of the war w as 
also mutual. 
Tile Auxiliary 
to 
the 
Dunaw ay- 
: Smith Post No. so of the American 
Legion of Texas is new iii its organi­ 
zation, but the purpose and prinei- 
! pies are as old as the Legion itself. 
The purpose of this Au ilia ry is to aid 
the American Legion in carrying out 
the great program of peacetime ser­ 
v ile to which the Legion is dedicat­ 
ed. All of its activities are designed 
to promote the work of the Legion 
and help the leg io n to reach its ob­ 
jectives. However, often working in­ 
dependently on projects of its own, 
tile A uxiliary has no purposes that 
are apart from the aim s of the Legion. 
It is in every respect an auxiliary to 
the Legion and its members serve side 
by side with tile men of Hie Legion in 
a spirit of unselfish devotion to the 
well being of our American Repub­ 
lic. 
One of the first endeavors of our 
Auxiliary is to aid in the great task 
of 
caring 
for 
the disabled 
World 
War Veterans and their fam ilies. It 
is our purposes then, to help care for 
those boys and nam who gave their 
ail for our country, and to look after 


t h o s e c h i l d r e n w h o s e f a t h e r s died for 
our country. 
Wfe arc 
part of an organization 


w h i c h is d o i n g a g r e a t 
w a r k for t h e 


O i i h l r e n o f t h e Weir V e t e r a n s in a i d ­ 
ing thousands of children every year 
to receive the necessities of life. W hen­ 
ever children of men who served their 
country are found in need tin* A ux­ 
iliary goes to work side by side with 
the Legion 
to adm inister unto their 
needs. 
' 
The 
American 
Legion 
Auxiliary, 
since its organization, has been doing 
community service work, for no group 
of women bandie! together under the 
ideals and principles of lite A uxiliary 
can 
carry 
out 
A uxiliary 
activities 
w ithout tieing of some service to the 
community in which it is located. 
The 
foregoing purposes 
are 
tug 
tilings for any 
organization 
to un­ 
dertake and only through a real de­ 
v o t i o n in s e n d e e 
I»\ 
.-iii 
its m e m b e r s 
can 
the 
A uxiliary 
hope 
to 
achieve 
s u c h 


Shown here is Decatur 
M anager: Bruce Bulgaria 
modern Fire Departm ent in Background, and in foreground, left to right 
Fire ('h ie f; and Ivory D. W hite. Assistant Citv Manager. 
T o m Bali < ’it s' 


J. A. Parr, Pioneer, 
Has Had Long 
Business Career 


FOR SALE— Gentle cow, giving m i l k 


lived there u n ti l h i s f a t h e r m o v e d i n o w . 
w i l l 
be 
fresh 
a g a i n 
June 
I. 
Chico, T exas in 1897. 
W hile 
in j Worth the money, $40.—J . It. Poole, 
Decatur, Texas, Rte. I. 
48 


When four years old Jam es Archi­ 
bald 
Parr’s fahter moved 
to Craf­ 
ton, Texas, which is in the northwest 
corner 
of W onderful 
W ise County. 
He 
to 
Chico his father was engaged in the 
blacksmith business. Young Purr en­ 
tered school at Chico and studied un­ 
til he felt that h is f a t h e r n e e d e d 
h i m 
in the shoji. Ile worked there mend­ 
ing broken plows and shoeing horses 
until 1907. WR en lie then moved to 
Oklahoma which w as then known as 
the Big Pasture. There he hom estead­ 
ed and farmed till the outbreak of the 
Wbrld War. In March, 1918, he vol­ 
unteered 
into the army and served 
eighteen months over sea. 


In 1921, J. A. Parr bought out Mr. 


J 
A 
M o or e, w h o w a s in t h e g r o c e r y 
business on tile son til west corner of 
the square. After staying iii business 
there a number of months he sold out 
to Mr. W. O. Bailey. Mr. Parr then 
moved to Sanger. T exas and {int in 
a 
grocery store. But the people 
of 
Denton Comity, good as they 
were, 
did riot suit him. The thoughts of the 
people of Decatur and wonderful W ise 
County 
just 
seemed 
to 
drawr 
him 
back. So he cam e right back 
where 
he started from to serve His com m uni­ 
ty thi‘ best that he could. Du ills ar­ 


rival to Decatur he bought the then 
popular 
B uttriil 
Brothers 
Grocery.! 
Iii 
I lien ■-ta ye<| en I he Hart ii s i d e of 


t h e 
s q u a r e 
f a r 
t w e l v e 
y e a r s . 
A f t e r 
a y i n ”' t h e r e tie se n u m b e r a f y e a r s he 


Legion | the squash where he has been for the 


Farmers 
Exchange 


Free to W ise County Farmers 


FOR 
SALE— Shetland 
Boney, 
sure 
enough 
gentle 
for 
any 
kid.—Dump 
I Dunaway, D ecatur. 
48 


F O R 
BALS­—One 
b ro w n 
iii ire, 
8 
yea rs 
OM. 
a 
c r e a m 
s e p a r a t o r 
a n d 
a 


h o g 
feeder.— II. 
M. 
Bra neb, 
G r e e ti­ 


w o o d 
lit. 
ts 


F O R 
S A L E 
O R 
TRADE— BMO 
V - 8 
Conch, excellent, only 8,000 miles. W ill 
accept older car or cattle in trade, 
see or w rite.—J. Iv. Myriek, Bridge­ 
port, Texas. 
48-ltp 


FOR SA LE— Jersey Cow. 5 months old 
in 
spring, 
freshen 
in 
aliout 
two 
months.— Red W atkins, Decatur, Tex. 
as. 
47 


FOR 
SALE 
OR 
TRADE— Smooth 
mouth mare, one six month old colt. 
S<e or w rite G. K. Taylor, Route I, 
Decatur, Texas. 
47 


WANT TO BUY—A one ar two room 
shack real cheap. W rite or see S. W. 
Miller, 8 m iles southw est of Decatur, 


I R e n t e o n e 1. 
47 


F O R 
S A L I : 
A 
Piano.— See Mrs 
cat ur. 


good 
upright 
Connie Shults 
Starr 


, 
J le- 
i r 


FOR SALE—(IOO egg incubator, sepa- 
rator. 
farming 
taels. 
See 
R e e d s 
W iishateria, Phone 221, Decatur, T ex­ 
as. 
.pi 


FOR SALE—One walking cultivator; 
one iron wheel wagon.—43. A. Phillips, 
Decatur. Rte. I. 
49 


FOR SALE—60 His. country lard at 
8 I-2c per iii.— Mrs. Robert Howard. 
Rte. I, Greenwood, Texas. 
49 


FO UND—One pair of new inuits. Own­ 
er may obtain 
sam e 
by 
identfying 
them. 
See J. R. Caraway. Decatur, 
T e x a s . 
4 <) 


I Decatur Hardware 
; Co. Agents for 
’Trucks and Tractors 


Local Men Have Built 
inc Business in 
Short Time 


1 D e c a t u r H a r d w a r e Ho., located 
I on j 
ie east side of the s q u a r e w as 


e s tj d is h ed 
l e s s 
t h a n 
f o u r y e a r s ago, 


by 
A. 
M. 
S h a w 
a n d 
.Marvin Badger 


I" th o f w h o m h a v e (wen l i f e - l o n g resi­ 


d e n t s .if W i s e ( ' a n n i v , ll will be re­ 


m e m b e r e d that 
M r. S h a w was county 
commissioner 
for 8 years, and 
Mr. 


B a d g e r 
o p e r a t e d 
a 
l a r g e 
d a i r y 
near 
I >ee;t lur. 


/From Hie very outset, the members 
of 
the firm, 
w ere determined 
that 
only the best line would be featured. 
They managed to secure Hie agency 
for 
Allis-Chalniers 
tractors, 
GMG 
I rucks and a host of other nationally 
preferred lines of implements, appli­ 
ance-. and Ila rd wa re s|>ecinlties. Their 
business h a s grown steady each year 
and showing lug increases in s a l e s . 
Former county com m issioner Arthur 
Hanna 
is one of t h e most popular em ­ 
pl oy ee s of the firm. 
d r . Hanna has 
n large following in W ise ('minty, be­ 
ing personally acquainted with a large 
number of the farmers and ranchers, 
throughout t he entire county. 


In reviewing the first four years— 
Mr. Badger expressed him self as tre­ 
mendously 
pleased 
w ith 
the 
pro­ 
gress made during that time and w ith 
the bright prospects for the future of 
the firm. 
------ >( lo..................... 


E. It. W illiam s and W. T. Bishop o f 
Justin left 
W ednesday morning for 
Pearsall, where 
they 
w ill 
go 
deer 
hunting. 


C O N G R A T U L A T I N G . . . 
The Messenger . . . Mr. C. L. Christian 
R O O M S 
A N D 
R O A R D 
H O M E 
S T Y L E 
CO O K I N G 
Very Reasonable Rates 
Formerly Managers of McDaniel Hotel 
MRS. JEWEL BLACKBURN 
Formerly Manager of McDaniel Hotel 
411 Church St. 
Phone JOT 


NOTICE— I have 


o r J) m ol d lls old 


m a v o b t a i n s a m e 


a s l r a v c a l f ab ou t 8 
at 
m y place, o w n e r 


bv i d e m it ving it — J 


u n 


Xmas Sp ?ciais oil Permanents 


S t.00 Cr cd rn Waves 


) Permanents 


ii a * 


$3.30 


SUM) 


S2.50 


A n 


p f 
L 
L ) 
VJ -J' 


Done For You Like I! Was My Own \ 
The W elfare of Your Locket Bo*:k and 
Reputation Always In Mind 
G E O .! ROACH 


C O N G R A T U L A T I N G 


THE WISE COUNTY .MESSENGER 


and------ 


5 C. L. CHRISTIAN 


Guaranty Abstract and Title Co. 


Decatur, Texas 


Big drug store featuring largest assembly o f holiday goods, toys, and thousands of other g ift item. 
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Lion Auto Store Enjoys Rapid Growth 


Interior of Lion Auto Store 
First Auto Store in 
Wise County Enjoys 
Large Business 


Fortified with six yours rtf experi­ 
ence iii tin* antu p a il' and accessories 
store business. 
Mr. ami 
Mrs 
L**slci 
J. Singleton, w ho own ami operate the 


L i o n 
A u t o S t o r e it 


e n j o y i HK 
t h e 
p r i v 


o n e 
o f 
I l ie 
m o s t 
I Iii-- t \ pi* bet \\ "i'll 


W i n -l.it a 
Ka lls. 


M 
a m i 
I meat nr ! rot 
operated 
a 


t h r e e y e a rs. 
ma 
w a s 
s n 


p l a c e 
l i k e 
" 
Tho Idol) 


I >• ' Hi m- 
a 
(HIW 


louie 
o f 
o p e r a t i im 


r n i r s - 1 i i ! 
s c o r e s 
<>I 


P o r t 
W 
ai ! ) 
a lid 


M r s 


i < »k 
\\V> 
I I I- 


Si nu b't o n 
c a m e 
l o 


a b o l i t a , w l ie n* la* b a d 


el it 
A u t o 
S t o r e 
f o r 
bim in f's in <»k I a Ii* *- 
«*■— tut 
Ian 
t In ' » 
is 
no 


rn)i u h t fill 
I l e a t u r . ’ 


A u t o 
S l u r 


< ’t a i n t \ s 
o l d e s t 
a n 


a u t o pa l l s a m i 
:i< 


s t o r e 
c a r r i e s 
a 
l ar i 


St t r i e s , t i r e s , b a t t e n * 


a m l 
I lie s t o c k 
i - 
k e p i 


I ha I 
a re 
in d o n u t lid o \ 


Mi v i d u a Is 
a m i 
t h e e ha iii 


is 


* X I 


I or* 


o f 


tart 


O i l I \ 


l i e s 


- I OC I 
auto 


u p in 
a l l 
l i n e s 


c i v 
d a y 
b y 
l u ­ 


lu 
t h i s 
s ci •- 


Mi'.' 


I H ' i \ e 


, 
I h i s 


a c r e s 


s, e t c , 


t i o n 
f o r 
a u t o m o t i v e 
r e p a i r . 
T h e 
f a s t 


t u r n - o v e r 
is 
s u c h 
t h a t 
I he> 
a r e 
a1 


w a y s a b l e t o k e e p t h e i r s h e l v e s f i l l e d 


w i t h f r e s h m e r c h a n d i s e . 


R. B. Taylor Panhandle Station 


s*,. «&. ll I 


T h e photo above show s tin* R. B. T aylor station and truck used to serve 
Panhandle consum ers and dealers in W ise County. Left to right in tile fore­ 
ground are .J. I). Luck, Station M anager and it. ll. Taylor, ow ner and M anager. 


T h o I . i o n A u t o S t o r e i n t e r i o r a s s h o w n iii 
■ar"}. S h o w n in t h o p i c t u r e a r e .Mrs. L e s t e r .I 


the photo w ill give yon an idea of tin* large slock of merchandise they 
Singleton, Buck Brawner and Frank Rue. 


FOK (|l l( It OEI'ENDABLE 
T A X I 
S E Ii V I C E 
P h o n e : 
I lay 72 
Night 2r 18 
w . \ . Cl W INGHAM 


R e s i d e n t s 
o f 
t h i s 
s e c t i o n 
h a v e 


l e a r n e d 
t h a t 
t h e y g e t 
t o p q u a l i t y 
a n d 


w o n d e r f u l 
v a l u e s 
a t 
t h e 
L i o n 
A u t o 


S 11 'iv. 


T h e 
t i r e 
l i n e 
c a r r i e d 
i n t h i s s t o r e 


h a s b e c o m e a 
l e a d e r i n lh*' c o u n t y b e ­ 


c a u s e o f i t s m a n y g o o d 
q u a l i t i e s . 
B e ­ 


i n g 
c o n s t r u c t e d 
o f 
til** 
b e s t 
t y p e 
ot 


r u b b e r 
a n d 
f a b r i c s 
t h a t 
a r e u s e d 
in 


I b e t i r e i i n i list r.v p l u s a g u a r a n t e e f o r 


s e n ie** 
I h a t 
«a a n e t 
b e 
b e a t 
I b i s 
l i n e 


w a s 
st c p i *e<l 
o u t 
iii 
f r o n t . 
< bi 
St.ob 


CONGRATULATIONS 


To Mr. C. L. Christian on the New 
Funeral Home 
We are glad to have furnished Part of the 
material for the New7 Christian 
Funeral Home 
We Carry a Complete Stocks 
KILN DRIED LUMBER 
BUILDERS’ HARDW ARE 
PAINTS and WALL PAPER 
SHINGLES, ROOFING, etc. 


CICERO SMITH LUMBER CO. 
Geo. M. Moore 
Local Manager 
I )ecatur, 
Texas 


i. {mX**!* v v v *!* v *!* •!• \ M/ v ♦♦♦ v v V V v v \* v v v v v v *!* %• v v v v •!* 


| 
ASK YOUR NEIGHBOR! 
❖ 
Relieve Her of the Holiday Drudgery 
SEND YOUR LAUNDRY, ( LEANING 
% 
ANO HAT WORK TO THE 
I 
FORT WORTH LAUNDRY 
J. I). Manning, Local Representative 
? 
......................IN Di eV lT K EACH W EEKDAY............................... 
* 
♦5» 


tires and up th ey give up to thirty 


months gu arantee. 


The desire o f the Singeltons to a l­ 


w ays serve their patrons better has 


been recognized, as they have expand­ 
ed nil along since coming t>> Decatur. 


— 
- ....... o l i o 
— 
.. 
The Assumption of 
The Blessed Virgin 
Mary Catholic Church 


F o r 
m a n y 
y e a r s , 
liefer** 
til*' 
c o m - ! 


i n g of iii*' p r e s e n t 
P a s t o r . 
R e v . 
F i l t h - j 
cr 
Devers, the little* band of fa ith ­ 
ful Catholics, of Decatur, w ere w ith ­ 
out a church, and laid to go elsew here 


f o r 
s e r v i c e s , 
usually 
t o 
B r i d g e p o r t 
ami F o r t W o r t Ii, T e x a s . 
\Vith the arrival of Father D evers 
in 
Decatur, 
on August 
IT. 1938, th e, 
future began to look bright for the! 
Catholics of Decatur. (hi August 
.14, i 
1038, 
C atholic 
service w as 
held 
for 
the first tim e in m a n y years, in D e ­ 
catur. Tile place being tile 
home o f 1 
! L. 
NM. 
Flusche. 
which 
w as 
at 
that 
I time, tile old (lose 
home 
place, 
or 
w hich 
is, 
perhaps, 
more 
com m only 
known as ‘Breezy Point*. Many rela- 
! ti yes 
and 
friends 
of 
tile 
C atholic 
citizens of Decatur, were present for 
the services, after which a got-togethcr 
or picnic w as 
held 
at .fin* W heeler 
Park. 
From 
that 
time,' August 
15, 


WON. 
f o r 
m o r t ' than 
a year 
s e r v i c e s 
wen* 
regularly held 
in tin* home of 


I L. 
W . Flusche. 'Pile Pastor also hav- 
I ing his quarters there, 
j 
in May of 
I O 0 one half I dock of 


p r o p e r t y w as purchased at 
the pre- 
j 'fill 
s i t e nu X. Trinity. T h e n 
iii t lie 
I first 
part 
of August, 1030 
ground 
w as broken for 
tim 
laying 
of 
tin* 
foundation. 
Mr. 
Ira Stepp being 
on 


Im in I 
In 
\ < • 11 n 11 ce r 
ll is 
va Ilia hie a iii 
a n d 
skill. 
Fim a 
t h e m e 
work 
w ent 


Vegetable Laxative 


Makes Happy Friends 


Thousands turn to this w a y to ge t 
relief when constipation h as them 
headachy, bilious! 
A quarter to a 
half-tcaspoonful of spicy, aromatic 
BLACK-DRAUGHT t o n i g h t ; a 
drink 
of 
w ater; 
th ere’s 
usually 
tim e for sleep, follow ed by genU e 
but 
thorough 
evacuation 
in 
the 
morning. 
T ry a l l - v e g e t a b l e 
BLACK - DRAUGHT; tim e-tested; 
economical: 25 to 40 doses, 25c. 


r a p i d l y 
f o r w a r d , 
a c t u a l 
c o n s t r u c t i o n 
of tile building having been 
started j 
on the 14th o f A ugust. 1930. 
All 
workers that 
w ere 
employed, 
w ere local w orkers, w ith the excep­ 
tion of P au l H vezdos of Bridgeport, 


w h o w a s e n p l o . v e d 
t o do t h e painting 
and fin ish in g work, and Mr. W illiam s 
o f Mineral Whilst, as rock mason. Mr. 
Porter 
and Mr. 
Young 
w ere 
head 
carpenters, and the beauty and com- j 
pleteness of tile building 
is a proof 
of their skill and w orkm anship. M o s t , 
of the m aterials w ere purchased from ; 
the Cicero S m i t h 
Lumber Yard. Tile | 
24x52 foot building w as completed at 
actual 
cash exp en d itu re 
of a 
little 
more than $4,000. H ow ever, this can 
not he said to bo tile complete opst of 
the building, as m any of the P arish-, 
oners 
and 
friends 
donated 
a 
great 
deal of time, labor, and means. 'I'll** 
cash 
w as 
raised 
by 
donations 
and 


p l e d g e s , 
t o which 
t h e g o o d 
p e o p l e 
ot 
D ecatur contributed a goodly amount. 
Although the building w as com plet­ 
ed 
by 
the 
first 
part 
«-£ 
November, 
1939, it w as not occupied until Sunday, 
November 29, 1939, on w hich day it 
w as form ally dedicated by Most Rev. 
Joseph P. Lynch I). I). Bishop of D al­ 
las. under the title ’The Assumption 
of T he Blessed Virgin Mary Church,’ 
and opened, as the B ishop said in his 
dedicatory sermon, as tile House of 
God 
and 
the 
P la ce of Public 
Wor 
ship. A great number from far and 
: near were present for the ceremony, 
■ and afterw ards dinner w as served to 
more than five hundred at tin* Lions 
Club Mall. 
* 
S e r v i c e s have been held 
regularly 


! in 
tin* Church since the day of dedi- 


I ( a l i e n , and a r e s o h e l d . S i n c e th** be- 
i ginning 
s e v e r a l 
new 
fam ilies 
have 


b e e n a d d e d , a n d t lu r** i s p r e m i s e of a 


g r o w i n g 
c o m m u n i t y . 
A l 
p r e s e n t 
a t - 
j 
tendon 
is tieing t u r n e d tow ards 
t h e 
building of .a Rectory, home for 
tin* 
Pastor, on t h e E ast part of t h e prop- 


I e r t y . 
in I lie n e a r flit lire. 


Joe Wren in Tractor 
Business Since 1923 


i 
T h e . l e e W r e n 
M e o r < ’o i i i p a n y . a ii- 


I h oi ' i/ .e d 
d e a l e e s 
t o r 
' Ii r.v s lei' 
a lid 


P l y m e i n Ii 
c a rs 
in 
R h o m e . 
T e x a s , 
is 


a l s o 
i h e 
d e a l e r 
f o r 
A l l i s 
C h a l m e r s 


I r a m o r s a i e l 
t h ri l l 
m a c h i n e r y . 
I l e h a s 


hoi ll 
in 
i b i s s a m * ' b u s i n e s s s i n c e 
1 0 2 3 


a n d 
h a s 
c o m p l e t e s e r v i c e 
dp< a n n i c u t 


u ii ll 
e x p e r t 
s e l l ie* 
m e n 
l o 
d o 
I lie 


w o r k . 


M r . 
W r e n 
is 
m a y o r of 
R h o m e a n d 
al ways works for t h e upbuilding and 


I lot i e r m e t i t 
o! 
t h e o o m i i n i n i t \ . 
-----------------til lo- 
— 
— 


R ailw ay 
taxes last year averaged 


$1,000,000 a day. 


Over 100,000 new products have a p -i 
For every 
ten 
men 
employed 
in 


poured 
upon 
t h e 
American 
market j making s t e e l , ahold 
five* are kept a t 


since UKK). 
I work supplying the raw materials. 


I* J* *,,,,,*,,l,****lll»IMII»|||»»»lMi|»»|||M|||i|t (•HUIHUI ll IIH 11 lim ll I IHM IHI 11 ll ic IHI It! MI linum ll IM Hit •HlimiltllllllllMIMIIIMIt 
I WE C O N G R A T U L A T E . . . 
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The Messenger 
Mr. C. L. Christian 
Upon Their 
Upon His Fine 
60th Anniversary 
New Funeral Home 


IOU’ 


INSURANCE POLICIES? 


DEPENDABLE 
w rite nil forms of Insurance rep- 
resenting only 
strong, responsible com ­ 
panies. Our service is to our clien ts and 
w e m ake every effort to assure you the 
PO IV SI B IjE 
protection on the most economic 
CAPABLE 


JR 


Protection is My Business 


W. 0. B A I L E Y 


I N S U I! A N C B 


Decatur 
Phone 49 
Texas 


* "l< H M « M ltttlltlf U l l i n I H i l l I III l l 11 l l l l ••*• I* Ii* I III M il 11 IM H I It l l IH M I »*•#•»••* MI 11 IM I MI MI ••••••!»• M M M ! ••••••••••••••IM M IM I IM M U IH M J fa t 


C O N G R A T U L A T I N G 


The Wise County Messenger and 


Mr. C. L Christian 


P R E S C R I P T I O N S 


This is tile most important department in our 
store. We are ever mindful of our responsi­ 
bility and exercise the utmost caution in com­ 
pounding' your “Doctor’s Orders.” 
O U R L U N C H E S 


Tile tasty plate lunches which we serve have 
made our fountain the most popular eating \ 
place in town. (lur sandwiches are famous too 


E M P I R E D R U G CO. 
Phone 26 
Door to Dank 
Decatur 


Have You Tried Oui 


CLEANING AND 


PRESSING? 


PRO TECT Y O l Ii H E A LT H 


Let I s Rick I p and D e lv e r 


D uring Had 
F a ll 
W eather 


Liberty ( Railers 


9 
“Bucklers Mixture 


For Coughs Due to Colds, 
Bronchial Coughs 
Bronchial Irritations 


Here’s good news for the people of the 
i i s. A. Canada’s greatest cough medicine 
is now being made and sold right here, and 
lf you have any doubt about what to take 
this 
winter 
for 
the 
common 
cough 
or 
bronchial irritation get a bottle of Buckley s 
C A N A D I C E Mixture. You won t be disap­ 
pointed— it’s different from anything else 
you ever used— one little sip and you get 
Instant action. 
Only 45 cents at all good 


druggists. 


S A Y I T W I T Ii F LO W E R S ! 


It’s the Sure Way To Please 


Cid Flowers: 


I ll* atli ling I‘In ii Is 


< (H'S.'lgt'S 


Bn skid s 


B o u q u e t s 


Funeral Flowers 


Pot Plants: 


Cyclamen 


P r i m r o s e s 


P oinsettias 


Begonias 
Artificial Wreaths: 75c to $2.50 
Flowers Telegraphed Anywhere 
I D L E H O U R G R E E N H O U S E 


Mixed Pots 


D evil’s ivy 


Cut F low ers: 


Chrysanthemums 


Carnations 


Snap Dragons 


Gladiolus 


Mrs. N. A. .Moore 
519 North Church Street 


• We also wish to thank the merchants, 


organizations, and individuals, who have 


helped to make our 60th anniversary edi­ 


tion a success. 


May we continue to serve our citizenry 


in the future in such a manner as to justi­ 


fy our being listed as an asset to the town 


and county. 


WISE COUNTY MESSENGER 


Contra til tic us 


Ross Woodson, Owner-Publisher 


Mrs. Ross Woodson, Society Editor 
J. R. Poole, Printer-Pressman 


C. C. Hogan, Linotype Operator 
J. C. Mabry, Apprentice 
WISE COUNTY 


L. Christian 


On the nice 
Funeral Home 


Which Greatly Adds to the Beauty of 


Decatur and Permits Better Service to 


the Citizens of Wise County. 


c. 


mammas 


WISE COUNTY MESSENGER 


Local Committees 


Due Praise for Good 


Roads in County 


Th*' responsibility for reconstruct­ 
ing and building approximately KH) 
"til*"- 
of 
modern 
highway 
in 
Wise 
< (Minty and ahunt .“no miles of improv­ 
ed ami travelled 
lateral 
roads 
has 
rested 1*0* tin1 last twenty years ut) 
tWe to* ; i i croups, the slid es>ivi‘ 1111 * 111 — 
h«irs ut 
th*- * * * u 111 \ 
f ’uniinissjoners’s 
Courts and <'*mnt\ Judges, and metn- 


1m rs >‘ r th e H i g h w a y < '<>mmit I .-o j.f the 
I)e< at nr < 'hatuher uh < dimmer*, e. 
It 
has hi i111 rest*, nisi hi v #«- I i n, n I... t 


\ 
* I e \ el,* 
as 
I!"! 
Net 
at 
SI MI ll It HI [uf ll 


P*-ndi ll in I he <1* eh.pm* 
sent stage of Me- read 
system 
of the ii ai a t \ 
cost ,if higl 


c o u n t v 
h a s 
figure 
of way. 


Th*- t 'ha in he r 
1 * t 
< '■ >1 ii 1 
way • iii 11 Ini1 1 i i 
as ;*• * 
t* d has tin* *li-i in, 1 inn , 
oldest 
ru n t inning 
a- t i \ ii \ 
<if tho or ga ai/.a I inn 'I h< n 


el I lie pl - — 
ii ll Ig ll WM V 
I 
t h a t 
tile 


•IP 
Ill 
U n ­ 
led 
tu 
th e 
-sal y rigid 


• r e High­ 
s’ l l I, ||l II- 


1’i‘tlig 
th e 
. '>(11111 i 1 lee 


tor re -p u n 
s i l o i n g 
ut' 
th e 
L u m p I Is 1 .nigh 
I hr>r 


,v «‘a r s 
h a - 
h e e l 1 
t h a t 
• > < 
a ss.* u ■ i • 11 i 11 g 


I h*‘ir cf t. - f I - ss i I Ii Mn jin Ig. 
ami < urn- j 
inissimn 1 s miiris in ga i ii mg the < unp- 
crat leu u t tin* S t a t * 
H i g h w a y O n t i m i s - 
ston in i e-pumiing in and ! 1 ?iI i!Ii11 g the 
n*s**|s ut 
liighiw as 
t I’anspert ii i<•; 1 
in 
\V ise < * iii 111 s . 


it w a s p r i m a rils 
n ! i. 
t ha t men 
of strung ami a g g r e s s i v e p e r s o n a l i t i e s j 


I*' side* ted 
ti if the 
I a-Is- 
a n d 
it w a s 


f o r t u n a t e 
I hat 
I ». .-at iii 
I; til 1 hat 


s t a m p id 
c i t i z e n s h i p 
in 
i1 - 
m a k e u p ; 
a s a i la hie 
i'm 
th e 
1 e - p u n -ahi I it irs 1 
•v 1 ! 11 
a n o t h e r 
} u • ta j 11 i si I r 
W I . 
pi dil ii 


s p i r i t 
Thr.-e men 
h ad a n d 
h a v e i lia! 


h i g h ( p l a i d s also. T i n y l u n e Used t h i s ! 


a n d 
t he 
hi h er 
. 
-t tai 
t r a i l s 
iii 
a 


* a l a p a ign 
that 
has 
p l o w e d right 
on 
through the mans scar-, pushing oh : 


T a i Irs a s j d f a- 
t lies 
met 
1 h em, a n d 
san 
ding 
in t he end 
in 
vet vies jug 
VV Sse t 'omits 
I r.>m I lie mud 
md put - ; 
t mg ti! i Iii*' wag arri is- its dmna in 
■ • tne .if Mu 
finest units 01 higiiss ag : 
so far built iii t he -oui Ins est. 
It rn timely a* os to na me t he mem­ 
bers of I iii- 11 ig Ii ss as Committee: VV 
A 
He! in. 1 ha i rum a ; 
l h P 
VV i 11 ia ms, 
Sub-Chair man : 
Hr. 
.1. 
I. 
Wind, .I, 
A 
Simmon-; 
( 
I’. 
Hudson 
inliers 
have IH ■* ai a 11* led a I t i tues fur s| >ei aal 
dill irs a lid d u r e *•* jim ] • -red it Im aids 


1 e n d * rod 
a tin m g 
! hem : 
* » 
I. 
T h o r n 
as, .!, .I 
Iaeger : 1 
I.. 1 'Ii rist ian ; (J. 


Honshuw; J. V. 
Patterson. 
Former 


Senator Grady Woodruff always act­ 
ed with th** committee 
when 
home 
from legislative duties. As a public of­ 
ficial in Austin In* rendered many in­ 
valuable services. 


T h e primary t a s k that this com* 
m i t t e e 
a n d 
c o u n t y 
o f f i c i a l s 
f a ce d 
s o m e t h i n g 
less t h a n t w o d e c a d e s a go 


w a s to i n d u c e t h e 
S t a t *1 
H i g h w a y 
C o m m i s s i o n to r e b u il d State H i g h w a y 
N u m b e r 
2 
a c r o s s 
W i s e 
C o m d g 
a n d 
build 
Highways 
Nu. ’JI a m i s s in 
t h e 
o t h e r d i reel ion. 


H i g h w a y 
2 
w a s 
att 
antc*|uat**d 
road. a - ii c o n t i n u e d 
to he for g e a r s 


l a t e r . 
I let w e n 1 
I ii-ea t mr 
a u d 
I{b o u n ......... 
pi-na Mg 
t he p u b lic a n d a Ism t he st al e 


w a s 
c o n s t a n t l y 
h a v i n g 
d i f f ie i il t i .... 
1 a \ e!i :ig o \ e j- a 
sot r e tc h • * I 
high wag 


i ha 1 Inn! be rn had Ig hail! to st ii vt wit Ii. 
I ’< " c m I tern m r a n d Ila- count y I int- 
n d 
. m l bef w * .ai 
I ' e r a t a r a n d S a n d y 


Mi ei-k lo it* 
w "si 
Min e u ii- nut bing 
hut 
ei en m on 
eon 1 ;t rg' 
I a d s . 
Sa mig 
< I re k ' d ee|< Im I lorn w as fo r milch of 
die t i cie 
im 1 ta ss,-i alo ii nil 
I In- west mil 
- a le o! 
t h e c o u n ty w a s m u c h of I lie 
1 im** 
ha 1 d i c a p p e d 
in 
r e a c h i n g 
I he 
* mint y si ut a u d beg mid. 
t h e re-pi inst- of t h e S l i d e 1 'mmiiis- 
-ion to th*- VV'jsi* ( ’oiiiitv reipn-st c a m e 


as a I ii ow 
in I he face. 
I 1 a-In d W i- e 
t'oiitd.v 
lo 
put 
up 
SI .ITiO.oini 
as 
lls 
- l u r e 11! 
th e ex pense. 


v iplie.at ions of t h e I l i g h w a y 
< ’oui 
m i t t e e 
to 
t h e 
H ig hw a.v 
< on m is si on 
ut 
A list in ha \ e a I w a y s k e r n n m d e iii 


pm .on. bg 
w hieh ii is iiieidd 1 hat t he 
m e m b e r s of lh*- t ' o m t n i t t e e j o u r n e y e d 


to A u.-l in o r d e l e g a t e d s e lec te d r e p r e ­ 
s e n t a t i v e s of it- g r o u p lo go lo A u s ­ 


tin a n d a p p e a r p e r s o n a l l y 
b e f o re th e 
C o m m i s s i o n t ** u r g e its a pp! ira! ions. 
Th*' record of I fie number of I nips 
mild** 
t - * 
A11 - * in 
t brough 
iii*' 
many 
gears would prove a surprising revela­ 
tion to I lie pit 111 ii , ’I beg were ICI Ilia de 
.al public ex j tense, tin t lie cont rn rg 1 he 
members 
themselves 
i n v a r i a b l y 
paid 


I heir ow ii 1 na v cling e x p e n s e s . 
\ fler g ca vs of ha rgainiug VV itll I he 
Stale Commission Higlivvag No. 2 was 
rebuilt through the nullity and High­ 
way 
No. 2 1 
was newly roust meted. 
Th*- 
lo I Iii- county w as t he out lay 
of iii*- 
rig h I of w ag 
in ca sos w here 
this had to I '*• bought. I ii add it ion five 
units of 11 igIiw a v SP to Gainesville 
a ml 
\\ eat bet taut *1 
wert1 
put 
under 
plume- of const nut ion, consisting of 
about 
lo miles of grade and drainage 
const m e t ii ai a lid an underpass out let 


from I teen l u r 
II igliw ag 
I i i w as built from I ta Has 


to 
R h o m e , 
t h e s e c u r i n g o| 
right 
of 


w a g 
i n VNV. - 
C o u n t y h a v i n g b e e n t h e 
respoiisihilit V 
of 
t h e 
H i g h w ay 
C o m - 


C. L. Christian Furniture Company 
G. Renshaw’s Store 


Has Nice Market 
For Pecans 


Renshaw’s Feed and Seed Store is 
found to he one of the busiest stores 
around the square, and in this season 
of the year, when pecans are on the 
market it is impossible to find the em­ 
ployees of this store available. Mr. 
Renshaw opened the first m arket for 


pecans in Decatur, and since this time 
Pecan 
Season has meant much 
to 
many families in and around Wise 
County. 
Gordon Renshaw is also known over 
this section as an authority on seeds. 
A complete line of groceries, flour, and 
fe<*d is also carried in this store. 
For years G. Renshaw was in busi­ 
ness here witli Stun Renshaw in tile 
•Cash Grocery.’ Ile is now located in 
the 
building next door to this old 
stand, in business for himself. 
----------------------o( >o 
- 
PATRONIZE THE A D V ERTISER S 


vn in the above photo is the C. L. Christian F urniture Company home 
I teen I iir's lending I u si n e -s firms. 


mitier, follow ing v\ hieh the people of 


I lie 
concerned 
eoiniuunil ie- 
iii 
the 
south and west parts of the county 
joined their efforts and brought about I 
g rude ;; ml di n ima ge eons! nu 1 ion be­ 
tween Rhome and Bridgeport. Surfac­ 
ing of this highway is now under way 
between Rhome and Paradise and will 
be completed to Bridgeport at no late 
date. 
The Chil tuber of < ’omiin-rrc int rn 
(bleed the emergneey relief work iii the 
count g 
iii the on t sci ii lid guided th*1 
operation 
for 
the 
first 
year. 
Two 
members of tile relief commit I ce v\ cr* * 
a Is** members of I lie 11 igliw ay < ’oui- 
11T lee. Convinced of t lie need of com­ 
mon road improvement.- in Iii** conn* 
t v ii lid of t la- possible vv idespread ae 
eoptanee of the effort this committee. 
working w it Ii and I brough I lie four 
commissioners 
stinted 
lite 
expeudi- 
t tire of I ii lids and relief labor grav cl­ 
ing 
ami 
surfacing 
improvements, 
I hroiigjiout 1 he comdg . 
I ador subs*-- J 
quem 
administrations Hie operation 
has continued until today there are 
about five hundred miles of graveled 
reads iii the county. 


Incidentally, 
the 
committee 
has 
prosecuted sidewalk and concrete curb 
and gutter improvements in Decatur, 
five miles of the latter completed in 
the first months of emergency relief 
operations; 
Bout Ii Trinity 
Street to 
Decatur College was mostly paved and 
walks and gutters supplied mainly by 
efforts of tlit1 Chairman of the Com­ 


mittee himself. Streets of the Decatur 
square were paved. A needed road was 


opened up from Greenwood northwest 
to Montague County 
line and Den­ 
ton ('reek bottom on tho road to De­ 
catur raised and graded by the force 
of th*1 
tln-n 
Commissioner 
W. 
TI. 
Walker. The committee devoted a t­ 
tention to t on rist 1 rn ffic in t lie t * rn ii 
and participation iii hearings in the 
early squabbles when freight and pas­ 
senger motor lines were sparing with 
each other for operation permits over 
highways through Wise County, 
— 
, ,( )( 
Remember--Large Santa Chills and 
Six Baskets of Groceries given away — 
F R E E 
SATURDAY, 
DEC 
14 
AT 
PARR'S GROCERY ! 


■ ■ ■ 


Hie Messenger and Mr. C. L Christian 


See “Bruce” When You W a n t- 
AUTO PARTS, ACCESSORIES, 
STORAGE FOR YOUR 
CARS OR TRUCKS 
R O O M S 
Modern, Nicely Furnished 
Those Good Gulf Petroleum Products 
B R U C E 
B U L L A REI HS 
SUPER-SERVICE AUTO PARTS 
AND STORAGE GARAGE 
Open Day and Night 
Phone 88 
Decatur 


C lover Farm Sto r es 


Clover Farm—Vacuum Freshness 
COFFEE * 


RED 
CUP COFFEE 


CONGRATULATIONS! 


To The Wise County Messenger 


On It’s 60th Anniversary 


And To C. L. Christian 


CRISCO 


New Crisco 
Is Super 
Creamed 


PURE CANE 
Quick Dissolving 


The Soap of 
Beautiful Women ............................BAR 


Clover Farm 


P 
J -G 
For rh 
IM 
Alf' f ' 
* 
!Nev/ iViagmncent 


I I I 
r n o 
r c 1 
I - . 
n 
ii ICA t i l I LUI I i c 


e r r 
. a e m*>. 
mf. 


Clover Farm 
Assorted Flavors. 
JELLY 
Jell Powder J 
(.’(•latin 
Desert . . 2 


8-Oz. 
J a r . 


l’U<s. 
Comet Rice^'VTT... r “ ' 17c 
Mincemeat j 
Clover 
arni 


* C lo ve r 
GO a ll Ii - I grin—Mol-t 


I'k”. 


OO/. 
I'ki;. 
t-0/. 
n . 
..C a n 
v%# 


U L 
noir 


FSAIF R 
J.LL..U 
I X 


A T I 


m ainD F (ELD SEED 


F E E D A N D S T A P L E 


G R O C E R I E S 


RENSHAW SEED CO. 
j. 
Phone 315 
Decatur, Texas 
Gordon Renshaw 


Armour'* S tar 
CHILI and SPAGHETTI 
SLICED BACON 


SALT MEAT Seasoning AU Vegetables 


BEEF CHUCK ROAST 
Uke * E"pw*‘Dy WHh 


A rm our’s Branded P BAROT 
Browned 
P otatoes sad Gravy 


Fresh Pig 
I IU C D 
A Valuable Sonree 
E H C H 
of I roe sad Vitamine 


Tender Learn 
PORK STEAK 
^ 
23C 


U * w r F arm 
J aa 
MARGARINE 
^ IOC 


Fakery W ; ne4a«) /• upV.s 
She left, d o z . ' 
" iiv" 
Texas Oranges 


- i ' . z e 2 l. a , d o z . 
I Y e 


jc t i Ic ss C uat) (d r11ix, size ;)<>, c 
ai i iV; rn ia Lettuce, head 
Lresa Tom;; t o e , lb 


\ 1 a X c d I ' i l l ic; til.-./., C H, 1 0 , 
Frxsh romaloes, lh. 
sh O nions, lh, 
*'• So No. I Washed Russets, Ik 
21 


FTT Ut T TTM U ri 'Tcn flf KTTTTT 


Wlilte jill size birds are av aili v, u t will have it dressed and 
ready to be slipped into the oven for your big t bristinas dinner. 


WEEK-END MEAT. SPECIALS 


Delirious Ha*ken! wsrb C. ¥. Pineapple Slices and Vamit *£• SP 
pork1 SHOULDER ROAST 
l& C 


g S T '" PURE PORK SAUCAOE K S A J E 
Brown, Place In C enter of SpUt Baked Potatoes 


R oast to a Colden Brown 
MEATY SPARE RIBS 


Som ething New You'd Enjoy . 


ARMOUR’S ST A R ............................... 
Lbs 2 7 e 
ARMOUR'S DKXTER........................................... Lb. 2.'»e 
Make Clab Sandwiches H i th Lettuce and Tomatoes 


Thursday, December 12,1940 
V I ­ 
OLINT Y M E S S EN D ER 
PAGE SEVERI 
D ecatur Motor Company L eads With 1941 Chevrolets! 


\I 
HELMS ARE AMONG THE OLDEST 


AUTO DEALERS IN STATE 


changed to Helm, Ward & Dillehay 
and later Helin-Dillehay Company. 
In 
11 >25 he disposed of his inter­ 
est in the Hardware business in or­ 
der to assist in the management of 
the affairs of the Decatur Motor Co., 


Handled 12,000 Gars; 
Paid $379,000 Wages 


A casual glance at tin' hooks of the 
Decatur Motor Co., reveals the fact 
that this old finn, has spent in Deca­ 
tur. during the past 25 years, stag­ 
gering sums for wages, taxes, utili­ 
ties, supplies, fuel, advertising ami in 
cidentals. The individual items of ex- 


Old Picture of Decatur Motor Company 


)lense arc so large and impressive that 
an actual tabulation should prove a 
most interesting story of the rise of 
the Decatur Motor Co. 
The Decatur Motor Company, own­ 
ed and operated by W. A. Helm and 
TI. M. Helm, is one of the oldest auto­ 
mobile dealerships in Texas. 
This business was established by Jay 
Ingram in 
1911 
as a 
Ford 
Deal­ 
ership, 
it was purchased from him 
by Wh A. Helm and associates in 1915 
and has been under 
the continuous 
active management of the present own­ 
ers since 1916. Ford products 
were 
sold exclusively by this firm in Wise 
County until 
September 1932 
when 
hey relinquished the Ford Contract 
;o take over the Chevrolet franchise 
hich they are now representing, 
Mr. WI A. Helm lias the distinc­ 
tion of having been associated wtih 
the business life and development of 
* 
Decatur for the past 42 years. Coming 


to Decatur in 1898 to be associated 
wtah tilt' firm of .I. I>. 
Peningor 
A 


at which place he has been since that 
date During tho 25 year period from 
15>16 to the present, for which records 
are available and during which time 
the Decatur Motor Company has sold 
more than 12,000 new and used cars, 
some interesting 
figures 
have 
I seen 
obtained relative to the amounts spent 
by the Decatur Motor Co. in Deca­ 
tur and Wise County for various items 
necessary to 
iii*? operation of their 


business. 
I 
During this 25 year period their 
records show that they have paid in 
salaries and wages tile sum of $379,- 
628.37. All of this has been paid to 
residents of Decatur and Wise Coun­ 
ty, which has in turn been spent for 
food, clothing, 
drugs, 
medical 
care, 
amusements, 
etc. 
During 
this 
same 
period their iHeplmne hill lies amount­ 
ed 
to 
$6,368.72. 
They 
have 
spent 


.** .-. **, 
*1* 
*1* *1* *1* *1' *!* V V 'I* 
V 


Enjoy a 


I A R A D I O 


Wherever 


Yout Go! 


COME IN ANI) SEE OUR LINE OF 


$2587. 
Decatur, Texas, November I, A. D. UMH) 


On the 20 day of March. A. I). 1902, I promise to pay to D. J. Peninger, 
at Decatur, Texas, the sum of Twenty-Five Hundred and Eighty-Seven Dol­ 
lars for value received, with interest thereon at tile rate of s c per an­ 
num. This not is given for the balance due for a one-fourth undivided in­ 
terest in the entire hardware business this day purchased of D. J. Pen la­ 
ger And this note is given in accordance with articles of copartnership this 
d„y executed by us. and this note is to he paid in accordance with said 
agreement. 
Signed . W. A. HELM . 


Also signed: (Paid D. .1. Peninger I 


Company, dealers in General Merchan­ 
dise, he purchased an interest in the 
firm int 1900. on credit to he paid for 
out of profits, if any, and was con­ 
tinuously and actively engaged in its 
management for a quarter of a cen­ 
tury during which time the firm name 


Copy of a Note Treasured by Mr. Helm 


The above document is in the safe of \V,. A. Helm, who takes particular 
fact that he started in business in Decatur. 42 years ago, without 
and has developed his present large business from those humble 
existing records, it is sate to satte that Mr. Helm has 
Iv for a longer period than any merchant in De­ 


pride in the 
any capital, 
beginnings. From all 
been in business continuua 


S E N T I N E L R A D I O S 


Electric, Battery, Portable and Personal 


S e ts ... Bargains in New and Used 
Radios. . , Parts and Tubes 
EXPERT RADIO SERVICE WORK 
DECATUR SALES CO. 
Charlie Rann, Owner 
Lawrence Whatley, Radio Technician 
South Side of Square 
Decatur 


‘X-X~X»*<K~X***X*X-X-X**<~X~X*X~X»X~X~X^X*X~X~X"X-*X"X** 


C h i l d r e n 
live in a different world 


- 
...and the climate 'n 
5 to IO degrees colder! 


D O N ’T CIVE A COLD AN EVEN BREAK! 


Fight the d an ge ro u s com mon cold this 


winter with these simple rules: (I) Don’t 


"h u d d le " but provide comfortable tem­ 


peratures in every room so that quick 


body-chilling changes will be avoided at 


oil times; (2) Introduce sufficient oxygen­ 


laden air into the home through adequate 


ventilation; (3) Keep connecting doors 


open so that a natural circulation of warm 


a ir prevails from one room to another; 


(4) lf you should "catch c o ld ” consult 


your family doctor before it has an oppor­ 


tunity to undermine your health. 


THE FLOOR is the most popular winter playground. Have you ever asked 


yourself, "How is the climate down there?” So far as healthful comfort is con­ 
cerned, it is a different world at floor-level temperature than it is in the comfort 


zone in which grow n-ups move about in the household. 


In guarding your family’s health against winter illness, give serious thought 


to proper heating. Give your floor the "Health Test.” Note the temperature at 
floor level and compare it to the temperature at five-foot heights. You’ll find 


it to be 5 to IO degrees COLDER at floor levels, depending upon the manner 


in which you heat your home. 


Heat your entire home and live all over it this winter. Provide adequate heat 
in every room and at all times avoid danger of uneven, unhealthful temperatures. 


LONE SIAU. 
L o n e S ta r $1 G a s C o . 
CA.S SYVITH 


Supplying Natural Gas to Your Looal Distributing Company 


£ / " Y O U R E N T I R E H O M E F OR Y O U R H E A L T H ’S S A I 


$2,817.18 for postage and $5,342.55 for 


stationery 
and office supplies. 
$20,- 


•775.74 lias been paid for local adver­ 
tising and $17,096.54 for utility bills 
such as gas, lights, water and elec­ 
tricity. $8,800.60 has gone to lumber 
yards and carpenters for repairs to the 
business property. This does not in­ 
clude tile amount spent on permanent 
improvements. 
$22,504.91 
has 
been 
paid for insurance and $28,300.14 has 
been paid paid for taxes. 
The gasoline 
and 
oil 
bill 
for 
tile 
operation of tHeir ears for sales and 
si rviee 
purposes 
has 
amounted 
to 
821.271.11. These a r e .ady 
a 
few of 
the manx 
Hems of expense necessary 
fur the operation < f a business el this 


I \ | ie. 
A i present hot ii W. A. I leliu a lid II. 


M . I lei ta a re a* t h e iii t lie m an age m ent 
of Hie business 
Mr. 
W. A. Helm di­ 
rects Hie sales of tie- ' 'oinpa n \ ' s I bane 
Appliance D epartm ent, w hich fe a tu re 
es I lie w el I known 
I inc 
of 
( Jenera! 


Fi e * i ri<- 
R e f r i g e r a t o r s . 
R a d i o s . 
W a s h ­ 


er-., 
Cleaners, 
a u d 
other 
appliances, 
;i- \\ ell as the 
Serve! Fie. ’ minx G as 
and 
Kerosene R efrigerators. 
II. 
M. 
Helm 
d i r e c t s the s a l e s and servicing 
of Chevrolet 
ears aud trucks as well 
as ii--..<1 ears. 
The personnel 
of 
Ila 
firm in a d ­ 
dn ion to t he 
owners. < insis ts of G. 
\V. Kincaid and Tennis Deville, sales­ 
men; 
Ross 
Dillard, 
Leon 
S t a r n e s . 
Floyd .Jones. Mechanics; Charlie Dock 
J am es, 
metal worker 
and 
painter; 
Rani 
Singleton. 
Raftsman ; 
J a m e s 
Martin Rotter. Hook k**eper; and W i l ­ 
liam I Hill » 1’icket t , < ^measlier. 
According to Mr. Helm, the outlook 


for 
the 
future 
is 
bright. 
Sales this 
year have been alrgei than iii 1939 and 
promise to 
continue 
to 
he better in 


RHI. Wit Ii Chevrolet 
lending 
the in- 
dustry in sales 9 out ot the past IO 
years and 
with 
the 
wonderful value 
off* i cd 
iii 
t lie 
RHI 
‘ ’hee relet 
wit ll 
its 
many 
improvements 
and 
refine­ 
ments, the management 
of th** Deca- 
eatur 
Motor 
Company 
confidently 
expect Chevrolet to lead tile industry 


again in sales iii 19-11. 


Morris Lumber Co. 


Reports Progress 


Th,- 
Morris 
Lumber 
Company 
at 
Rhome tries to show appreciation of 
its fine p a t r o n a g e by giving the best 
possible service. 
I hey handle a com­ 
plete line of building materials, shelf 
hardware, 
fencing, 
ranch 
supplies, 
paints and varnishes. Now. when more 
people than ever are building, they 
able to furnish you with 
plans 
help you to figure your build 
ing problems. I heir interest is always 
rn the customer's welfare. 
_____ —oOo----------— 


are 
and 


Short History of 


Lodge Number 


447 A. F. & A. M. 


Ah 


CT 


the W is** 
building 


ut 
of the 
mr m Do- 


a timed to 


>w on tile 
office 
ii! 
W 


p r i m a pa i 
.M.: J 
R 
J. W. 
w 


nit .lune IO, 


b r e t h r e n 
a s 
Donald, W. 
W. I.. York. 


Fret bren 
Simmons 


irs from the records that a 


It.ir h s 
w as i s s u e d 
I l ec e in - 
1 SRI 
xx itll I he 
following 
- 
principal officers: .J. lh 


W. 
M : 
F. 
\ F 
Drivelt. 
S. 
W ; A s. Mot row. J. W. 
In RI13 the lodge room which was 
Ideated 
on th** 
Last side of 
North 
Trinit\ 
Street 
about where til** De­ 
catur Motor Cl* now is, burned and 
it 
was necessary, 
to secure another 
duplicate charter which is the charter 
under which tin* lodgi is now working. 
Tin* 
present 
Lodge 
building 
was 
erected in 1913 on a shot* string, as 
| til** Lodge got only enough insurance 
j on the one that burned to buy th** lot 
on the Northwest Corner of the Pub­ 
lic Square. 
The cost of the Building and fix- 
I titres was approximately $22,000. The 
debt was 
liquidated and 
the notes 
burned with pomp and ceremony in 
June, 1940. 
The officers for the current maso­ 
nic year are L. P. Higgins, \V. M .; 
Paul 
Bearden, 
S. 
VV.; 
a.nd 
ll. 
K. 
Fullingim, J. WG It. M. Finley, Sec­ 
retary; J as. W. Smith, Acting Secre­ 
tary. 
j 
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FORD-FERGUSON AGENTS 


REPORTS FINE BUSINESS 


Thursday, December 5,1940 


Life-Long Farmer Is 
Real Success As 
Tractor Dealer 


who 
formed 


Co., 
some 
.secured the 


tin 


foil I 


W i s e 


Sam 
Johnson, 


Johnson 
'Praetor 


m onths 
ago, and 


County agency 
for 
the 
F o rd F e r g u ­ 


son tractors, needs no s p e c i a l Introduc- 


t i o n 
t o 
I h e 
poi ipi c 
iii 
I >*■<;» I iii 
;t lid 


Wist* County. .Mr, Johnson is a product 


o f 
t h i s c o u n t y 
a n d 
h a s s p e n t 
h i s e n ­ 


u r e l i f e In M- 
e n g a g e d a i f a r m i n g a n d 


c a t t i e r a i s i n g . 


W h i l e 
h i s 
s u c c e s s 
a t 
t r a c t o r 
s e l l 


l u g , m u s t 
lie l a r g e l y 
a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e 


o u t s t a n d i n g t r a c t o r w h i c h h e is h a n d ! 


i n a , c r e d i t 
m u s t 
be g i v e n 
t o b i s 
| , , , , g 


y e a r s 
o f 
■ \ >l e r i e n c e 
i i g bt 
o n 
I h e 


t a n i l . 
A s 
M r. J o h n s o n s a y s ; 
"I 
g u e s s I 


i i s be. 
u s e 
I 
k n o w 
w h 1 1 
t h i s t r a c t o r : 


w i l l d o 
n o t 
f r o m l o o k s o r p r e t t s 
p i e - ' 


t ' t r o s 
b u t 
f r o m 
h a v i n g 
w o r k e d 
t h e m , 1 


' e, a I h e m Hi t h e 
h a r d e s t 
k i n d o f 


s e n i c e . 
R e s i d e s - iv h e n 
I 
t a l k 
t o 
i n 


b r o t h e r I a n i t e r — w e s p e c k e a c h o t h e r ' s ! 


l a n g u a g e 
a m i 
r e a l l y 
k n o w 
w h a t 
i t s 1 


a l l 
a b o u t . 


S o m e id",'* o f th* 
J m i g f e s s m a d e b y j 


1 h<’ «‘»*w 
! i n n . 
m a y 
h e g a t h e r e d 
I r o m ' 


t h e t a c t 
t h a t 
t h e y 
h a v e a l r e a d y 
s o l d | 


''•‘VeraI e a r l o a d s , ,f i h , . s <> m o d e r a t e l y 


p r i c e d 
t r a c t o r s , a n d a n * p l a c i n g t h e m 


j u s t 
a b o u t 
a s 
;1S 
t h e y 
i ; ,|, 


s h i p m e n ! s, 


-Mr. 
J o h n s , , ) , 
i< 
a s s i s t e d 
b y 
C. 
I*. 


S h e l t o n . 
C h a r l e y 
T a y l o r 
a n d 
A l b e r t 


D a r n e l . 
w h o 
a r e 
w e l l 
k n o w ii 
W i s e 


1 ( Oi lily 
r e s i d e n t s 
I h e 
d o w n - t o w ll 


s a l e s r o o m 
o f t i m J o h n s o n 
M o t o r < o, 


N 
l o c a t e d 
h a l f a 
b l o c k 
s o u t h 
o f 
t h e 


s q u a r e , 
n e a r 
t ie - b u s s t a t i o n . 


- o< l o 
-------—................. 
City Pharmacy 


Well Stocked for 


Xmas in All Depts. 


I exas Company Is 


Asset to Wise County 


Recent Picture of Store 


The 
Texas Company, or at least 


J that part of it in D ecatur and Wise 
J County 
is 
an 
integral 
p a rt 
of 


! I In* 
eot n ni u h it \ 
a m i 
I he 
disl r il ed or, 
agents and employees are local peo- 
I pie, participating in local affairs and 
helping to conduct local business and 
I supporting 
local enterprises, 
govern­ 
m ental agencies and schools. In other 
w o r d s 
t h e 
T e x a s 
C o m p a n y , 
bo th 
a s 


a c o m p a n y a n d t h r o u g h its e m p l o y e e s , 


I is ti 
vital, 
t a x - p a y i n g entity 
of 
the, 
■ 
I eo n til y a m i * on un un ii y. 
I 
IT. 
H. 
II e a t Ii i n g t o n has 
J bet'n 
I lie 
T e x a s 
a g e n t , h a n d l i n g 
j 


; tin* 
well-known 
Texas 
products, 
In 


AN*is** C o u n t y 
f o r t h e p a st 
UL’ y e a r s . ; 
I W ith 15 d e a l e r s in the county b a n d i - i 
i n g T e x a c o g a s o l i n e s a m i 
n m l o i 
products 
whose qualities 
are 
wi 
know ii 
to 
tin* motoring public, 
thf 
T e x a s ( ‘o i n p a n y p r o v i d e s I he t ut 


l u b r i c a t i o n 
for 
a 
l a r g e 
part 
o! 


a u t o m o b i l e s o f t h i s s e c t i o n . 


T h e c o m p a n y 
lins 
been 


W i s e 
C o u n ty 
f o r 
t h e 
past 


h 
w a s in 1912 t h a t t h e til 


• ii 
I lie 
I e \ a s * ' o m p a u y w as 


( ‘I 
I b r o u g h t Im 
c o u n t y . 


I n 
U U P 
a 
s t* c o n ti 
p i p e 
line was 
c o n s t m e t e d 
a m i 
in 
Ii IL! I 


;il! 
n e w 
elect r h 1 
e q u i p m e n t 
w a s 
i n- 
stallcil in 
t i m hoosier s t a t i o n . 
Ii 
n o n 


c o n s i s t v <,i t urn elect cie u n i t s w i t h an 


j a g g regal, of ."loo h o r s e - p o w e r . 


f 
At 
i he 
p r e s e n t 
t i m e 
i he 
e o m p a ny 


I l i as 
a n a n n u a l 
p a y - r o l l o f 
s o m e S ] o , - 


imm> 
a n n u a l l y 
in 
I t r i t i g e p o r t . 
T h i s 
is 
besides the payrolls of all s t a t i o n s and 
people 
h a n d l i n g 'Tex a s products thru 


r e t a i l 
o u t l e t s . 
------ 
I ll lo 


Showing beautiful holiday displays and C h ristm as D ecorations. 


SS?! Gulf Dealers Hosts 
the 1 
rf at"d To New Comers 


ll iii p e o p l e 


portal*! 
the 


in b u i l d i n g 


generally realize how im 


retail gasoline dealer ii 


tow ai li ke I local ai ? 


(Sextet Local Mutual 


J Aid Association Has 


Record for Service 
Mr 
< 
I.. 
H u l l ( a m e 11) the c i l l 
of 
I >eeat 11 r in O ct o b er . I TI I. am i with a 


.Mr. W o o d s , bon gilt out the d ru g s t o r e 


o f w h i c h Mr. H u ll is now 
so l e o w n e r 


W i t bin 
six 
m o l d lls 
a f tor 
M r. 
I lull 


c a m e 
h e r e he b on g lit 
out 
his pa 11 nor 


arni a s s u m e d 
full o w n e r s h i p a m i eoii- 


n "I 
id 
t his 
b u s i n e s s , 
it 
w a s a1 
tin* 


t i m e l o c a t e d 
"ii 
t h e n o r t h e a s t 
c o r n e r 


of tin* s q u a r e 
In 
Itta* 
p 
w a s m o v e d 


t o I hi 
p r e s e n t 
lo< a t ion 


M ( 
H ul l is o r i g i n a l l y f ro m M i n e r a l 


U ells. whe e 
he sp* ut 
a 
numb* r 
of 


,»ears in the d r u g b u s i n e s s . 
The ( ’iii I ’ba I ma* y bas a complete 
prescript ion departm ent, modern soda 
I oiinta in. con i j dele lim* of drugs ami 
Mi Hilaries, 
gin 
items, 
watches 
and 
( locks. 
Ile i s 
I,,ok mg for w aril 
to a 
large timid;!} 
Season as lit 
is wejl- 
stockcd for ii 
- 
(ill, (__ 
- 
Dale Stevenson Has 


Colorful Growth and 


Service Record Here 


Tilt' Sextet 
seriation was 
I PLM and has In 
superi ision of 


lurid 
Stale of 


Lo c al 
M u t u a l 
A id 
A s - 


o r g a n i z e d 
in 
M a r c h . 


•en * ’ha i t * red u n d e r t lie 


t h e 
I m u pa ne e 
I ii pa r t - 


'Texas. 
T il e 
w a v 
that 


Steven 


<’omit i 


I Peer 
.a 


Po, el I Ii ll s j n e s s it: I Pl ti a s a g Pi )- 


e e r y cl er k 
i i i ' 
f ir s ! 
I m s i n e s s w a s lo­ 


c a t e d 
w h e r e R e n - h a i v 
S e e d 
Co. 
n o w 


is a m i n w a s sc i i r a I ye a rs la ter ilia! 


I,'- m o v e d to t h e I ut -i 'in 
ioi at ion. 
'I It-- em p l o y c e - (,t 
i j, i - 
st ore r e p r e ­ 


se n t 
fun r 
fa mi lies 
in 
I >eca I ur, 
con 


I n h a l i n g I,, its r e s o u r c e s am i pity roll 


.V c o m p l e t e m o d e r n m a r k e t 
w i t h a 


l a r g e 
s e l e c t i o n 
o f 
c h o i c e 
m e a t s , 
a m i 


a c o m p l e t e v e g e t a b l e d e p a r t m e n t 
w i t h 
f r e s h 
v e g e t a b l e s 
c o m i n g 
in 
d a i l y 
a r e 


m a t u r e d iii t h i s store. 
I b n e is a l s o a 


l a r g e s t o c k of s t a p l e a n d 
f a n c y 
gro- 
* c r i e s o f all ti pcs. 


T h e i r policy o f s a t i s f y i n g c u s t o m e r s 


is c o n c l u s i v e p r o o f of t h e i r m e r c h a n ­ 


d i s i n g 
ab il ity 
a s 
H a y 
e n j o y 
a 
l a r g e 
pa t r o n a g e . 


it 
go! 
i I - 
na inc, 
' S e x t e t . 
is 
th at 


t h e r e a r e six c o u n t i e s t ha i b o n i e r W i s e 


C o u n t y. anti 
ii 
t t p e r a (es 
in all s i x 
of 


tiles** 
c o u n t i e s 
a s 
w e l l 
a s 
a d d i t i o n a l 


c o u n t i e s . Th** 
laica l 
M u t u a l 
Aid 
part 


o f tin* n a m e is pa rt o f th** req iii reiiient 


o f 
tin* 
I n s u r a n c e 
D e p a r t m e n t . 
S t a t e 


o f T e x a s , as 
is 
,,ui* o p i n i o n 
re qu ire d 


of 
an 
A s s o c ia I iou 
,,! 
i b i s 
cha pact cr 


w b i d i 
p a l s 
t o t tie 
item f baa ry 
t h e 


a m o u n t o f mort nary 
r e s p o n d i n g to tin* 


ca 11 or limn bn*. 


Tilt* 
S ex let 
.Mutual 
A id 
A s s o r i a ■ 


t ion b a s bel]ie*I m a n y p e o p l e in 
l ife 's 


d a r k e s t 
m o m e n t s 
tin* p r o b a b l e hiss o f 


i i 
b rea d w i n n e r of 
a 
fa m i l y to r d im e 


s o m e ti nu lichi I bu n leu w b i d i m ig ht he 


im p o s e d 
a ' 
I ii,11 
I inn*. 
S, im* ma pried 


w o m e n 
m ig ht 
s a y . 
"No (i rot ec tio n for 


m i n e . ” iuit f e w ii i i i , hi s 
w i n da re t h i s 


a ss e) I ion. 


M e w i s h to I ha ilk W i s e H o m il y a lid 


a d j o i n i n g 
c o u n t i e s 
fop 
t intl 
su p p o rt 


t h r o u g h t h e s e y e a r s o f t he S e x t e t 
L o ­ 


cal 
.Mutual 
A iii 
\ ssoi ia t ion a m i 
h o p e 


I Ila t 
w e merit 
hi 
o u r 
pa s t 
record ut 


oi * * p 
m 
w 
e n 
! e e l ) 
y , a I s 
o f s e r v i c e 
' hei r 


c o n t i n u e d 
f a i t h 
a m i 
s u p p o r t 
o f 
t he 


S e x t e t 
Local 
M u t u a l 
Aid 
A s s o c i a t i o n . 


J 
H. ' 
(,i N X , I’r e s i d c n L 


I. 
I., (ii .\ \ 
S e cr et a ry. 
- a ti t ........................- 
NOTI Ch OF HEA KING ON 
GUARDIA V S APPLICATION TO 
MAKE .MINERAL LEASE ON KEAL 
ESTATE OF OW FI X 
SANDERSON ET AL, MINORS 


N ut ice 
is 
h er eb y 
g i v e n 
of a 
h e n r- 


in g to he had b e f o r e t h e C o u n t y C o u r t 


o f 
W i s e C o u n t y . 
T e x a s , 
tai 
t h e 
21st 
day o f 
D e c e m b e r 1940, at 
t h o C o u r t 


H o u s e 
o f 
W i s e 
< oUIltV, 
ill 
D e c a t u r , 


T e x a s , 
on 
tim 
a p p l i c a t i o n 
af 
P e a r l 


S a n d e r s o n A i l e y , G u a r d i a n o f tile e s ­ 


t a t e s ,,t ti , cir,i S a n d e r s o n , A r c h y S a n ­ 


d e r s o n , 
M artha 
R o s e 
S a n d e r s o n 
a n d 


D a n i e l 
S a n d e r s o n , 
m i n o r s , 
fo r 
ner- 


F. XX'. Horton, distributor for Gulf 
Oil Products in this area, asked thf 
j question, and then went on 
“'While 
i D ecatur is not ii tourist town in th* 
"Iii'' 
s en s e 
tit 
tile 
word. 
I i I o ti s a lit L 
o f 
s tr a n g e rs 
p a s s 
thro ugh 
D eca tu r 
I annually, and 
every 
one 
of 
tlu*s( 
i strangers form some kind of an im- 
j pres,sion of our town. That impression 
; is oi I In r ta i ora bb* or unfa vora bb* 
"W ho does the average stranger see 
j when he stops in D ecatur? W here does 
• XX here does lie stop? XX'iho 
does he 
meet? To whom does he talk? Isn't 
J it more likely to hi* ii retail gasoline 
J dealer than anybody else? 
“i f the stran g e r 
gets a pleasant 
J greeting, good service, and intelligent 
j answ ers to questions he may ask a boul 
our c o m m u n ity lie is likely to feel 
good tow ard D ecatur when he leaves. 
If In* doesn’t, he feels the opposite. 


" S e it is -aid t hat 
I he ret iii g.mo 
line dealer is the nest or tin* worst 
advertisem ent a town like Decatur can 
ha i e. 
"So in the last analysis, it is not 
only good business for the set vice sta ­ 
tion ma ii to ha v c ‘ii** i iglu faeild ie.s 
and to offer prompt, courteous 
ef- 
fieeiit service— it s good citizenship. 
“ included in this number is a Fire 
Marshal, members of tlie fire d ep art­ 
ment, a director of tin* Cham ber of 
Commerce, members of the Chamber 
of ('< un mere* *, a I Mice or * ! the Lion 
Club. T rustees of til** School Board 
a 
M aster F arm er, 
the President 
of 
Production Credit Corporation, a Red 
Cross Roll Call Chais man, Churel) o f- 


| Bowling Alleys 


Now Being Built 


Will Open Soon 


Chief Bulgarel 


J One of Decatur’s 


I Busiest Men 


i 
Blankenship Announces manages 
New Alievs for Lov­ 
ers of Good Sport 


LARGE 
ALTO 
PARTS 
KFS INESS AND ROOMING 
HOI S E IN a d d i t i o n TO 
POST XX I I ll F H Y 


Robert Blankenship, announces that 
he will soon have completed and ready i 
for patronage, a fine set of modern 
howling alleys. These alleys will 
be 
located at the southeast corner of t h e ’ 
sq u are and will hi* as fine and modern j 
as money can produce. 
Mr. B lankenship is well known to 
l o v e r s 
o f 
t i n s 
p o p u l a r 
past in a* 
a n d 
will 
no-doubt, m ake a 
real success 
of tills enterprise. T here is not a sport 
th a t has grown 
in 
in s u la r ity 
than 
Bowling. 
In recent years, 
men and 
women— as well as youngsters, have 
adopted 
I Iii*< 
wholesome 
form 
of 
pleasure and exercise. 
rile ow lier-Ma ringer of the new a1 -j 
leys announce 
that 
a 
num ber 
of 
(‘lulls will he form ed; tournam ents will 
lie staged and instruction will lie o f - j 
fered ti* all those, who wish to adopt j 
this sport. 
T he aliening will lie staged within 
the n ear future, and the m anagem ent 
has promised many surp rise f e a tu re s 1 
for the opening. 
oOo----------------- 
Tennessee Dairies 


;b0ne of County’s 


Many Good Assets 


t and most popu­ 
li! D ecatur, is our 
for the past 
e of the 
nut r s J j ,* 111, 


who 
cha r, 


a s 
11 re 


Din* of tin 
Jar 
'o b i t inn 


"ivn Rriie e R u lc n ri 
I* years has been in 


b ’tat! fi r e iii'pa 1 I int-nt a s ! 
fin* 'hie! 
and 
custodian. These du- 


, i ‘‘s 1 '' h a - a d m i r a b l y 
fulfill* ti 
in 


^ i t b .n I., m u m m i n g an d d e v e l o p i n g t h e 
“su p e r Service’' Auto P a rts and 
age G arage business; a fun 
i '• tining house 
I ( lu r iii 
his 
own 
building), and 
the i 


ca I ii r. 
Tin 


s i l l i e s 


Slot l<. 


la r; ••> I 
ci ic-, 
ing tin 


It ll S i - 


m o - 
night 


fivers, and members of various lodges 
iind other organizations. 
"W e t ry ii - b.* 
I -it i/.eiis by sup- 
t porting civic organizations," said tin* 
local Gulf man. 


i.< rn - - 
Variety Store Ex­ 


pands Year by Year 


The J. It. Moore Variety Store is 
operated by Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Moore,! 
who came to Decatur from Wiiehita 
Falls 
eleven 
years ago, and bought 
out 
the J. M. 
St 
( ’lair Store. Year: 
by y ear tin* store has expanded much 
in the variety business, and m any im -j 
p a v e m e n ts made to keep the stun*! 
modern and up-to-date. 
The 
.Moores alw ays keep a 
large] 
stock so the customer may have plea 
ty to choose from, and at 
have a large stock of ( 
goods. 


I he I ennessee Dairies, Inc., opened 
till* first 
Wise Uounty plant in 1920 
w ith only two employees. Today tin*re 
a re cig ho en employ ct - a lid each one 
is a resident of Wise < ’oiinty. 
The Tennessee D airies have a re­ 
ceiving station at 
Bridgeport and a 
m anufacturing plant al Decatur. N ear­ 
ly th rn? hundred families are employ- 
(ti in the production ut Hic raw pro­ 
duct s. 
•Mort* than one and a q u arte r m il­ 
lion gallons ot 
milk anti more than 
; >00.000 
pounds 
of 
sour 
cream 
art* 
purchased 
annually, 
all 
purchased 
I rom W is** < 'onn Iy intl i viduals. 
9 he Tennessee Dairies m anufacture 
annually over 500.000 pounds of milk 
powder, over 750.000 pounds of butter, 
and over 50,000 gallons of plain con­ 
densed skim milk. 
4 •( )(J--- 
— 


mission and authority to m ake and 
execute a mineral lease covering all 
of the interest held by said m inors in 
and to the Northeast 
one-fourth of 
Section 
No. s 
of 
the Two 
League 
Falls County School Land Survey in 
Wise County, Texas. 
PEA RL SAN D ERSON 
AILEY, 
G uardian. 


ay nave pion- n . 
j 
Q 
rn 
p i 
'./Z r/^ Mabry CV bon Shoe 
Rep air Shop Can 


Give Better Service 


W. A. and H. M. Helm of Decatur Motor Co. 


XX. E. Mabry moved with his fam i­ 
ly 
lo 
D ecatur about 
ten years ago 
from Gainesville. Since coming here 
lie has been in the shoe repair busi­ 
ness most of the time. The son, C. A. 
Mabry, 
is 
in 
charge 
of 
the 
Shoe 
Shop now and he is a specialist in his 


>L"'h o f a ut., pa I t s and 
a. . c s - 
w hhii Mr. Bulgarel carries in 
........ * b.- 
;i credit even to tm* 
Mort - o f 
t Pc kind. in I ie* Pig 
He prides 
himself that 
d u r­ 
n s t lint In* bus been in the 
auto p a il- and -torugi* garage 
ness. bt 
has always offered the 
tori ne public a 
ital day 
a 
s e n it t*. 


Mr. Bulgarel is especially proud of 
the 
tine, 
m odern 
rooming 
house, 
which he has recently erected. It oc­ 
cupies tin* entire second floor of his 
large brick building and has 13 finely 
furnished rooms th a t are available for 
transient 
and 
perm anent 
tennants. 
Mrs. Bulgarel 
is iii 
charge 
of 
the 
rooms. 
From a1! accounts— Mr. B ulgarel is 
the oldest Gulf oil. dealer iii this te r­ 
ritory. XX hen asked for his partied- s 
-Chief Bruce 
w ork is the! 
good pereen- 
deniiiig m i\- 


r l a r form ula for success- 
1 replied— "I guess hard 
main 
part of it with 
a 
tag.* of fait Ii and square 
'ti in ii it h it." 


* J l o — 
------------- . 
work. I hey ar** (“quipped to do alm ost 
every type of leather work. 
Mr. \\>. E. M abry is the authorized 
agent 
tor ail Singer appliances aud 
deals 
iii both new and u-ed niacin tics. 
He is abb* ti. Hit y o u r eierv 
need in 
these lilies. 


—......... 
c t Ii i 
- 
- — ...... 
Remember— L.irgc Santa ( ’Ians and 
Six Rackets of Glo. * Tit", given awa v — 


Christian Mortuary— 


(Continued from page one) 


\ L. Ball opened the present fu rn itu re 


store iii the Masonic* (Ball & C h ris­ 


tian building), 
and 
in 
1914 
th ey 
added the funeral business. 
In 191(5. Mr. Ball sold his in terest 
to Mr. C h ristian ’s 
brother, C harles, 
and the firm was known as C hristian 
Bros. This p artn ersh ip w as term inated 
in 1918 when Mr. Charles C hristian 
had to move to New Mexico on account 
of his w ife’s health. 
XXTien Mr. C harles C hristian m ov­ 
ed to New Mexico he sold his in te r­ 
est. to Mr. H ow ard Man and the firm 
was known then as Man and C hris­ 
tian 
until 1924, when Mr. C h ristian 
purchased Mr. Man s interest and from 
th a t day on, Mr. Carl C hristian h a s 
been the sole owner. 
Mr. 
C hristian 
attended 
D e c a tu r 
| B aptist College from 1904 to 
1907, 
and in 1920 he attended the D allas 
| School of Emldaining. w here he ob- 
] tallied his em balm ers 
license. 
'Wliile the new home was designed 
I by A. IL W ithers, Fort XX"orth a rc h i­ 
tect, practically all 
the supervision,, 
i contracting, labor and m aterials, w e re 
secured right here in Decatur. 
In 
discussing 
the 
new 
building,. 
Mr. C hristian suggested th a t the w rit­ 
er refrain from detail description. H e 
prefers that the public of WHse C oun­ 
ty visit with him next Sunday a fte r­ 
noon. and reach their own conclusions 
as to this achievement. 
1—. 
oO o- 
■■ ■ 
■— 
The Decatur Club— 
(continued from page one! 
Tho term s of the lease provide th 
till members of the American Legion, 
in good 
standing, 
autom atically be­ 
come members of Tho D ecatur Club. 
o th e r m embership in the club is su b ­ 
ject to tile approval 
of 
the 
H o u se 
Committee and upon tho payment of 
monthly dues. 
All members of the 
club f pledge 
themselves not to engage in m r p e r­ 
mit gambling or drinking on ti e p re­ 
mises. 
They 
fur! lier 
pledge 
them ­ 
selves not to bring any non- m em bers 
into the club. Out of town visitors, 
in [j(i- however, are alw ays welcome at the* 
club. 
Considerable 
improvem ents 
h a v e 
been made in tile property. IJartl wood 


floor** an d i n t e r i o r 
p a i n t i n g , th ro u g h ­ 


ou t. 
A 
t e l e p h o n e anti 
r a d i o 
w e r e i n ­ 
stalled. An additional billiard 
table, 
new 
lh minoe 
tables and 
additional 
chairs w ere purchased. Regular ja n i­ 
tor -cl ■. ice Wa - b eg u n . 
All of which means that D e c a tu r 
has one of the finest private clubs 
to be found anyw here. \V*ith a mem­ 
bership of m ore than forty, w ith all 
bills jiaid and money in the bank, cer­ 
tainly this club can lie listed as o n e 
of D ecatur’s many assets. Tile very 
fact 
th a t oil most 
any day of th e 
week, along tow ard evening, .m any of 
the business an d professional men of 
the town can he found, enjoying th e 
relaxation 
and 
fellowship 
of 
their 
club, is still flirt her evidence th at De­ 
catu r is a delightful place in w hich 
to live. 
*>(»!> 
--- 
e m conveniences.—Roue 343 or 
See 


1 ’. A 
.Maitre. 
t f 


or- 
inodern 
garage, in 
ma iota ii. inn 


F R E E 
SA T E R DAY, 
RA Bit’s GROCERY I 


----------------— 
---------------)q— 


B ()R 
REN I — 2 
room 


u n f ti mistier] a p a r t m e n t 


DEJ 


furnished 
or 
with all mod- 


XATIOXAL 
D E F E N S E 
Spending— 
with 
booming 
business 
conditione 


a h e a d 
n e c e - - i t a tes 
la r g e r 
sales 
o r ­ 
ganization. Two 
additional 
X\'fctkin*$. 
Rural 
D eilers needed near Derat or. 
Are you 
w o r k i n g long hours at low 
wages? M anage your own 
profitable 
busine - s. We furnish 
everything hut 
car. lf between 35 aud 55 and w ant 
larger income, w rite immediately to 
J. C. Lewis, to. J. Ii. 
W atkins 
(Nj., 
Memphis, Tenn. 
ltp-4i> 


IF<>! NI)— Package 
containing 
baby 
clothes in parked ca r in D ecatur Sat-j 
urduy. Owner may have same by pay 
ing for this ad at Messenger office 
tf 


Congratulations 
M E S S E N G E R ! 
On Your 6()th Anniversary and Carl 
Christian on the Opening of His 
New Funeral Home 


GREATHOUSE HOTEL and CAFE 
Mrs. C. C. Culp, Mgr. 
Decatur 


Decatur Plant of Tennessee Dairv Co. 


S h o w n in fro n t of 'lie beautiful new 1941 model Chevrolet De Luxe .Sedan. 


Section 


B 
Published in the Dairy Center of the Great Southwest 
Merging Decatur A ems Jan. 
193b An News Review October 1940 


Section 


B 


60TH YEAR 
DECATUR,TEXAS 


Tally’s Owl Cafe 
Enjoys Fine Trade; 
Is Always Open 


Owner Just Finished 
Model Rock Home 


T h e Owl C afe which has been in 
business for the pas! nine years, e n ­ 
j o y s a 
loyal 
pulronact* w hich 
ii 
ha * 


w o n an d held——not, only by virtue of 
its ta s t y food specialties, hut through 
Hie un tir in g effo r t* and a tten tio ns of 
its ow u, cs, M r. an d 
M rs. It. 11 
Tally , 


u ho a re constant Iv w a tc h fu l of «j n a I i - 
t y a n d service. 
Mr. Tally came to D ecatur 11 years 
ago from H enrietta, Texas. Du rin g his 
tirxt t w o years in D e c a t u r la* w a s e n ­ 
gaged in the wholesale oil business. 
T he Owl < 'ate is open day and night 
an d features plate lunches at popular 
juices. .Sandwiches and short orders, 
together w ith steaks 
and sea 
foods 
( ' !l '•casot! i 
p r e p a red under t la* p er­ 
so n al supera M o n o f Al r and M i s. I a l ­ 


ani,* 


for 
t Im! are w in ­ 
tl) is 
popula r 


'•I with a che 
keen 
intel ( -t 


Iv. a re f he d ra \\ i ag 
ning 
new 
friends 
ca fe 
e\ cry day . 
Mi. 'Pally 
iv pp 
d isposition; 
has t 


sjKirts, 
and 
h a s e n d e a r ed 
h im se if 
to 
a n e v e r g r o w in g circle o f friends a n i 
\\ el I w i - hers, 


T h e Ta 11 vs h a v e just 
eomph-p ,| 
beautiful cottage which is located in 
the re a r of their cafe. 


Bills Garage 


Well Equipped 


AV. C. 
‘‘Rill” 
K aner, operator of 
R ill's G arage and Service St ation, has 
lived 
in 
Wise Bulimy 
ahunt 
tw e n ty - 
fiv e 
years. 
For 
t h ir ty -o n e 
years 
hi 
h a s been a iner tia mc, an d has had e x ­ 
p erie n ce nil all m a k e s of ears, I r in k s 
a n d 
I rat tors. 
Ile has a i ■<1111)• Icte modern sinai for 
noofyione 
welding. 
A ii 
(barging 
el 
ha t tei ies. a nil an elect i ic \ a I vc 
ma 
chine to assure ii p e r f u t job o f re- 
fiwiug and seating valves according to 
factory sfieeificat ions. 


I ii ' 
tw o 
as s is ta n ts . 
Bryon 
I,ump 
kin 
and 
John 
Rho kbnrn, 
are 
Dot Ii 
e \ ; eri< need meelia ides. 
W r e c k e r 
serv ice 
iv 
a v a i la b le 
ria > 


a n d 
night 
In 
the s ta ti o n 
Du ll’ 
Pro ­ 
d u c t s are fe n i u red, 
(ii rn 
----- - 
Boyd Is Proud of 


Clover Farm Store 
I 


* \ 
I.. 
Ra ssha m . ow lier and 
opera- 
m r of -I.- i Joy • r th i n u s t o r e a I 
Boy d. 
c a m e 
to 
W ise 
( 'omity 
from 
Fort 
W o r t h iii I!*: 12 aud s ta r te d in the p re­ 
lim i 
I usiness. A long w ii ii i he produce 


Ini'inevs he hti**r s t a r t ed a retail g r o ­ 
vel 
business, 
opera ted 
by 
a 
I l ie k 
se l li n g 
t roll! house to 
h o l i v e . 
S e e in g 
the 
puss ii a1 it ies 
of a 
tirst 


se County Courthouse At Decatur 
Rhome Milling Co. 


Makes Fine Flour 


I lie 
1.1 ionic 
Milling 
( otnpa ny. 
o r ­ 
ganize,] ill IJH IO. is one of the huge -I 
indiivi ricy 
in 
W Dc < ’mini y , 
ami 
has 


received eoiintr.y 
vviih* recognition for 
its high quality 
products. K n o w n for 
their good i ie vy are ; * pi men < 2'' a I i t v." 
" Bensh;!yv s 
lh -t", 
| ' 
;!,uj 


Her ef or d " 
flour 
and 
a 
high 
grade 
boller 
em n 
mea I. 
In addit ion 
lo I In* 
flour 
h i M n e s s 
ihe.y 
ii,ive 
e s tab li sh ed 


:| 
mg h 
regard 
h r t heil- 
poult tv 
a ie I 
dairy 
leedv. 
I hi u> 
a n . scientifically 


blended ami ar e proven to he am o n g 
tho I lev t in 
I he Male, A fe, ,| f,,r ,n 


purpose ha s also Peen perfected. 


A 
modern 
gr in d in g 
and 
. lect t ie 
mixin g plant 
iv o p e r a tcd 
in 
eonjuiie- 
* ton 
with the mill. Any 
type o f tin- 
very id* lh vip,.,I !,\ the c u s t o m e r is ren­ 
dered here, 


U 
V . 
Kell' haw. 
president 
of 
«he 
c o m p a n y , iv also a pioucci 
gi u n m - ii 
V Ho 
< 'minty , 
| | (. 
,,p( pa J cd 
g in s 
ii: 


V H C 
< mint y 
an d 
several 
a dj oi ni n g 
count icy until Kids, u hen he Du:ii tin 
moder n 
ail 
steel 
gin 
at 
Rhome. 
Af 
Hint 
time 
he sold 
his o u ts id e 
inter 


•"I'- and is now co n cen tra tin g his tim e 
oil t.iie R h o m e a t ea. 


I - 
W ny ne K* us ha \y. A ic* * -1 ’r e s id e n t , 
st* I* ! u 
a lid t censurer, 
has a ss is ted 
il! on r n ing on I Im b u sine ss and k eep­ 
ing ' In* rout im* i n t a c t , 


Rhome Bank 


Going Forward 


I he I ii st Natio nal B a u k of R h o m e 


w a s h u g organi zed in 
poor, as a p r i - 


''lh•' hank 
in l h ’ I ii yygis c h a n g e d to 


a eat i o it a I hank 


-M r. J 
ll. Ro y in. t la* pr esid en t o f 


the hack. has 
men conn ected w i t h tho 


ha ilk 
in 
so m e eapaeit \ 
slime 
ii 
w a s 


! lest 
( ti (dislied 
11** 
w a s 
al 
first 
a 
sto ek h old ei aud di rector, an d boca nm 
ae! ive pri videu I 
iii I hdO. 


AI r. X. 
I: 
Bol to, \ ice president 
a n d 
direct or has also b**en at fi liated wit.ll 
th** hank since its o r g a n iza tio n . H o w - 
cyi*r 
ic yvas m a d e vice pr esi d en t sumo 
,v en cs la t, r 


Mi 
Joe! K. < halide r.v. c a s h ie r a n d 
director. I:,'! 
be came * ■< I.Heeled with, 
the hank av ass is ta nt ca • 'der. hut a f - 
i * r 
tfoeomiiig 
a 
* t o c k ho ld er 
and 
d i ­ 
re* tor 
in 
l h"1, he took ov er Hie d u ­ 
ties o f cashier. 


( M lier (Ii’ c rier s of t lie ! [h o m e B i iik 
it re Brady Morris an d I a 11 Betty. 
AAVt h 
a 
capi tal 
o f 
S2.“*.(Mk>.(H>. 
lid s 
ha a k 
has 
pi” hi 
| k 
|,io 
ct ,n fidel; *e 


wh ic h 
tim 
p(*oph* 
in 
a n d 
around 
R h e m e I a v e in it. 


W i s e 
Bounty 
may j u s t ly he b o a s t­ 
ful o f this indus ry 
yvhi.-h h a s th ese 
I; on. w h o hoi icy ( 
i n t he flit ure ut 
t ne 
> otin! I v at its head 


^ 
^ 
* •'****'* W ****,'*,**,**,* *.**•**»**.* *.**»M,*V%’ V VV V 
v *«—#**♦* %•****♦* *♦**•* V vv*|* 


I C O N G R A T U L A T I N G . . . 
| 
MR. C.L. CHRISTIAN 
? 
I pon ll is lieu ut if u I N eyv 
£ 
F U N E R A L 
ll 0 M E 
| 
NORTH SFDE FLORIST 
i: 
1539 North Main 
I F(>rt Worth 
Texas 


AYorld-wise trav elers f r a u near and far. h a v e been impi 
Iv c l i t i c , , intr cou rth ou s e has a colorful history and — thorn 
labored in be ha lf of 
'W is e B o u n t y " h a v e left the ir lustre 
its w a l l s , and m a r k s of d eep g r a t it u d e in the h e a r t s o f tin 
se rved , E l s e w h e r e — in this his torical edition, a f i t t in g tril 
Hue public servant s, w h o Inn,* w a lk e d w it h d ig n it y in the i 


w e d by I liis st af c- 
'ii and yeomen w h o 


mv i iii pri His with in 
people yvhoin t hey 
Ute iv pai d to the 
a l ad e of I la* years. 


class grocery store mid m eat m arket wholesale 
groceries. 
so 
he 
joined 


in Boyd 
in I DBG. he established 
tin* their system in 
I DBD. This doe s not 


present Clover Farm Store then op- mean that his stun* nor any p a rt of 


crated 
individually 
under 
his 
own it is owned by outside interests 
but 


A$ 


name. 


T h e opportunities 


< ’loverfa nu 
System 
m e r c h a n d i s i n g g a v e 


offered 
by 
the 


of 
buying 
and 
him 
m any a d ­ 


ala t th e ir system 


better m erchandise 


vantages over the average store yvith 


(This business yvas 


has 
pros p er ed on a 


ibb v him to sell 


■r less money. 


establi she d 
and 


basis 
ut 
sound 
buying connections other th an the j principles and fair dealings. 


CATES ABSTRACT CO 


Decatur, Texas 


* 
* ................. 
aj 1883 A GOOD BANK WELL MANAGED 1940 


Of Decatur 
S/ Years of Reliable Banking Sen 
to Wise a nd A djoin ing Conn ties 


The growth and expansion of the First N ational Bank during the years that it h a s serv­ 
ed Decatur, Wise Bounty and the surrounding a n n is symbolic not only of the m anage­ 
ment on the part of the officers and directors of the bank, but of the confidence and high 
esteem in which Hie institution is held by the people of this section. T his confidence is the 
result of sound and conservative policies which have characterized t Dis hank Minco its 
I minding. 


I lie F irst National B ank offers every com m ercial banking service to Wtise Bounty 
It 
is a convenient depository for your money in a hank that offers you courtesy and service 
Jt is large enough to accom m odate you, but not too large 
^ a p p re c ia te you aud render 
personal service to each of its customers. 


This hank offers ym 
Iic-:x in ii-1 he a l e d to . ! 
ol tiiis in sti tu tion nr,* 
years o f experience, an 
\ \ a \ s happy to help sol * 
I his hank oft'e»- it s 
and u ini ,,” p, u ,,,-p ),., 
pro; pl l ily thai iv form 
Hon upon w h ic h this Ii 
' tge, and WI* illy iii* yon 
tilers. 


c o m m e r c ia l c re d it a n d lu M 


a g in g I lin es a nil cond it ions 


v a il;! hie fo r a ll 
\vm t h> 
m il, 


a re in posit ion 
I <» he o f y a 


y o u r fin a n e ia I p ro b le m s 


•Soil IM cv p i i 
: I ii Ile T e e , ; I «{11 
d iii hand w it Ii t In 
pc* pie 
ig about i s . If xpcinsiI iijq\ 
nk ha s grow n t brough tin 
to in vest igu t c* our ha liking 


n ess 
a n d 
a pri? 
Ilia i'l 


I r .y 
a 
of th 
pills 
y ca rs 
s» ry I. 


• tinsel at 
n, * yy oji 
■es. \\ . 
* s e n ii 
a r< 
■e ti 


any 
tin 
iiiit i( v 
for: if it 
von. ai 


d a g rii 


V MS Iii 
I x*rson; 
lo id 
i' and i 


is! 
ii to p 


-I", ice. 


-t I, I 
JIO 
me *ift 


a* y\ lim 
! he re' 
d witj] 
id y\ e ; 


a ndv 
Al at e ii 
v Ma I 
it ion ( 


i htisi- 


l r . ■ . 
n i n n y 
an* a l ­ 


ready 
a 
new 
m i n d a 
f pres- 


WE SOLICIT YOUR PATRONAGE ON THE MERITS OF OUR SERVICE 


:s 
Congratulations 
C. L. Christian 
On the Opening 
of Your New 
Funeral Home 


Officers: 


Frank Turtler, President 
I I G. Leonard, A’ice-Presidont 
E. P. Gibson, Cashier 
WI T. Hill, Asst. Bushier 
G. T. Gage, Asst. Casliier 
AV. H. Turner, Asst. Cashier 


TOTAL R E S O U R C E S 


$814 ,000.00 


Directors: 


F. AV. Burton 
L. L. Burress 
ll. G. Leonard 
I >r. T. G. 
R oge rs 
L. K. Fillers 
G. T. Gage 
T. L. Tucker 
T. S. GHI 
K. P. Gibson 
Frank Turner 


DEPOSITS INSURED BY FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 


Bongratulations 
Messenger 
Oi> Your 
60 Years 
of Service 


History Of Public Education In Decatur 


FIRST SCHOOL HELD IN DECATUR 
WAS ON PRESENT POSTOFFICE SITE 


Frank Pettit, A Young 
Tennessean Was The 
First Teacher Here 


icy Ilion ll. I .re 
fThe first school taught 
anyw here 
n e a r the present town of D ecatur was 
in 185(5 in a l<»g house located on "Beek 
o r Brady Branch, near the point of 
th e Boyd 
and 
D ecatur 
road 
cross, 
which place 
is 
about 
half 
a 
mile 
southeast 
of tile 
B aptist College in 
D ec atu r.” according to Cliff 1>. Cates 
in his •'Pioneer History of Wise Coun­ 
ty.** T h e sam e volume 
records that 
th e first school actually held within 
the present city limits of D ecatur was 
located "ii the present pi st office site, 
and that instruction was given in a 
log cabin lu re in the Pill and w inter 
o f 1857 by F ra n k Petit, a young T en­ 
nesseean. 
T his log cabin 
had 
been 
e re c ts! as a residence. T he first build­ 
ing to be erected for educational p u r­ 
poses was built alsiut where the resi­ 
dence of Bill Alexander now stands, 
and was used as a church also, while 
I he upper floor 
i \ es. prat t ionlh 
all 
buildings had lo lu n e a second floor 
to merit notice th en !) was devoted to 
the 
sonic Dodge. According to old­ 
tim ers. however, school was held at 
various places over th** town between 
th e first school on tile jsist office lot 
an d t Im* erection of this structure, one 
sn eh 
I n n in g 
been 
located just 
sou th 


o f the present residence of J. ll. ('ates. 
'ri ds first building must h a v e s e r v ­ 


e d its purpose well for a num ber of 


a ear-*, for it 
w a s net 
until Ism.' that 
steps were taken to build on the pre­ 
sent school 
sit**. 
In 
conn ectio n 
with 
this 
un de rta k in g, 
there 
iv an 
in te r­ 
estin g hut true 
story— forgotten 
hj 
m a n y . 
unknown! 
to 
mon* 
that 
a rove 
out Of 
I he inability <*f tile si inn*!, as 
such, to ohm 111 m o u e \ 
W I! ll W 111' ii 
I" 


build. For reasons not recalled by our 
in fo rm er s, ii wav not possible tor lie* 
school to foil IJ 
bonds. P er h a p s school 
districts bad not 
l*een e m p o w e re d 
b\ 
law 
U t ivsue bonds iii that ea rly day, 


p e r h a p s iii* (list riel w a s ii"! ' ilia n«ia 1- 
iy strong eno ug h for the un de rta k in g. 
At a n y rate, it was necessary for the 
c i t y 
itself 
J1 * 
issue 
bonds 
for 
the 
building. Accordingly, bonds wert* vo t­ 
ed for tie* e l d i ion ut a city hall and 
jail, ma 
for 
purple**" 
ut 
building a 
scil""! 
lions**, 
in 
order 
I" 
meet 
the 
tec h n ica litie s et the law. Bond s w ere 
voted in th** amount of $1(5,(HK). aud 
someone "i 
tw o 
hundred 
d oll ar s 
<*t 
that amoun t wats used it, th** const rut 
lion o f a city hall and jail— or *ala- 
IxHise, as it was referred to in form ­ 
er times. Th is impo sin g st ru ctu re still 
stan d s I 
It is 
that 
tw o-room, 
two- 
tors 
(yes. ii had to b e l t ed ific e just 


a c ro s s the street 
troll) th** Black bu rn 
welding shop. or just hack 
*»t 
(Benn 
H u n t s tailor shop. The ground floor, 
or 
room 
ss av th** ca lab* lose an d 
I lie 


tipper floor, wh ich w a s r e a d ie d by a i d 
o u t s id e st a i r w a y , w a s tin* city hall. 
i 
'I I,.- 
rem ain in g 
I mids of 
I he 
d-nd 1 
jw iie we re ave*I to creel 
a 
two -s tory 


rock 
building 
on 
lh** present 
school 
s i te. T h ere 
w e re 
tour 
rooms on 
iii** 
gr ou n d floor aud three rooms and an 
ct fit I- "ll th** Upper 
I loot’. 'I he low "I 
l o o m s w e re com pl etely s ep arated one j 
Iron) a n o th er by 
h a l l w a y s w h ic h 
ran 


th rou gh th** building from east to w e s t , 
a nd 
Ti "in nor! Ii to smit Ii. 
ria* upper | 
floor 
corres pon ded 
ex a ctly 
w ith 
the 
lower, except 
that 
th** "pace ol 
two 
rooms of the north side w a s let! 
as 
an 
a s s e m b ly or •'chapel 
room. This* 
space was later di vided into tw o r o o m s , 
as th** 
need 
for 
fur th er 
cla s sr oom 


space ti rose. Bock for this structure 


and for the "city hall' was quarried, 
according to lieut available inform a­ 
tion, from the hillsides just east of 
Decatur, which is now p a r t of the 
W aggoner estate. Willis of the school 
building were approxim ately two feet 
thick. This edifice, like the "city hall,” 
still stands! This, in spite of the fact 
that it w as first occupied as a school 
on January 7. lssft. 
In 1013, tis* school district having 
gained 
financial ability of 
its 
own 
meanwhile, bonds in the am ount 
of 
$27,0(K) were voted, which w ere to run 
for 40 years and draw interest a t the 
rate of 5 lier cent per annum . With 
this 
money, 
lh*- 
old 
rock 
building, 
erected in Is s -’. w as brick veneered, 
and four rooms—*two on the lower and 
two on t lie upper floor— w ere added 
un eaih the wevi ala] the east sides of 
iii** building. What had been the four 
original rooms of tin* upper floor w ere 
converted into an auditorium by re­ 
moving all 
partitions between them, 
and a stage Wits built on the west side 
of this s I ta ce. 
liven this enlargement " a s not ade­ 
quate for th** growing district, how­ 
ever. for in 1922 it was found neces­ 
sary to fu rth e r add to it. Bonds w ere 
again voted and issued, this tim e in 
th** amount of $30,000 to run for 30 
years and draw interest a t the rate 
of «; per et ut per annum. Wit Ii t lies** 
funds, a two-story addition w as a d d ­ 
l'd to the south and a steam heating 
system was added to heat tile entire 
building. I Iii' heating system, by the 
way. lacked one-third being adequate 
in si/,** both in boiler and in radiator 
space, ami has never been satisfactory. 
’Nine mis stoics we re added in the 
north rooms at 
C hristm as 1930, ami 
during the Christm as holidays of 1937. 
twenty five moi** gas Moves were in­ 
stalled and th*- -learn system was com­ 
pletely aband* m-d as a 
heating 
unit. 
The original heating system had been 
coal stoves, anil evidences til that tact 
a re -till to be set ll "ll I ll" ceil lugs "I 
iii" rooms, though iii** wurst of til** 
Soot ha- been either removed or p ain t­ 
ed over. 
Iii ii,,- late I wen I ies, a 
movement 
began iii lh" county that has had a 
profound effect on vehool ad m in istra ­ 
tive organization 
in 
tin* county. 
In 
I 'ago, tie ! " w ere one hundred fifteen 
school divt riets 
in 
W ase ('om ity. 
At 
tile present, there are thirty four dis­ 
tricts. eight 
of 
w 11it-Ii are 
indepen­ 
dent. twenty-six of which are common 
s"hooI districts. Twenty of ihe-e com­ 
mon 
si bool 
districts 
ar** 
operating. 
four of t Item ba vt* cont ratted w it h iii 
dependent school to teach their chil­ 
dren, and a l i t ti** pupils from t he other 
two transferred out to other schools. 
rids eoiisolid.lt it ll movement bego II 
for D ecatur in 
1929. when, on April 
.ll I, of t bal y en r. t lie ' ounty Boa rd of 
Education, acting upon petition of the 
patrons in th** two districts, consoli­ 
date*! Ne" 
South and Bound Mound 
with 
Decatur. These districts 
were 
just north of Decatur. J heil "ii .lune 
gs, Baho. I'errin. Pecan, and Preskitt, 
t lire* (list rift s ly inn soul Ii and smit h- 
u "s,| of I •• < ;;t ur. \ oted lo consolidate. 
Again fu rth er consolidation occurred 
w hen, "h August 2N. 
19.31. 
Brumhnv 
District 
northeast 
<i| 
Decatur, Noted 


1 1, collie in. Filmily, on Sept ember I *. 
Bah,s. i iii vet' i ‘mullion School District 
southeast of I 
at ar " ;|v consolidated 
through a \<U*- of I h" people. I bus Ila* 
original I • * <at ur Dis! riel w av merged 
with 
seven 
surrounding districts 
to 
form a district of approxim ately 97* 
square miles. T ransportation was pro- 
\ ided for children lh iug in the out­ 


lying territories, facilites for which 


had 
to lie continually increased due 


to the fact that people have moved in 


on 
form erly 
abandoned 
hom esteads 


since transportation to school has be­ 


come available. This item 
of trams-1 practice field 
for 
football 


portatim i has been the most expensive 
single item iii the budget since its in­ 
ception. in that it has never been pos­ 
sible to o|»erate it w ithin the funds for 
the purpose. And while consolidation 
lias been detrim ental in a financial 
way t*» the larger districts, it inns built 
up surrounding com m unities 
way mentioned above. 
T he growth of D ecatur and the a d ­ 
dition of these seven districts by con­ 
solidation made fu rth e r building fa­ 
cilities necessary in due time. In the 
fall of 1931, the first gym nasium ever 
built in I Decatur was erected on the 
northw est corner of the cam pus. It 
was constructed of lum ber taken from 
the old fram e buildings found in some 
of the consolidated districts, together 
with about $3,900 w orth of steel and 
additional lumber that it w as neces­ 
sary to purchase. This money was ob­ 
tained thru loans of g eiiJo u s-h ea rtcd 
citizens. At that, tlx* gym nasium was 
never sealed inside, an d only a sub­ 
floor w as laid. It nevertheless was the 
prid e and joy of both D ecatur College 
and 
high school ath letic team s for 
two years, after which tim e Gettys 
G ym nasium was built a t the college. 
'Ehrec classrooms were also provided 
in the gymnasium, in order to make 
room in 
the old m ain building. 
In 
1934, 
both 
ends of the gymnasium 
were I down out 
by a light summ er 
windstorm . There were raised hack in­ 
to place, however, an d re-braced. F i­ 
nally. in 19.39, it 
razed to make way for fu m ie r 
more substantial construction. 
Th** present building program was 
begun in 1939 with the voting, on J a n ­ 
uary 20th of that year, of $50,000 to 
run tw enty years and draw* 3 3 4 per 
cent interest per annum . These funds 
together with a governm ental appro­ 
priation of 
approxim ately 
$150,0(H) 
have been and are being put into con­ 
struction of a new high school build­ 
ing of concrete, a new gymnasium of 
concrete, remodeling of iii" old main 
building, and much w ork in th** beau­ 
tification 
and 
improvement 
of 
tile 
cam pus and play grounds to provide 
sufficient room for tills program, the 
9 1-2 acre tract of land immediately 


to the east and north of the old cam ­ 


pus was purchased. The new build­ 


ing is situated entirely on this a d ­ 


dition, and play fields consisting of 


a soft ball diamond, a track, and a 


are also 


located there. WJien th e project is com­ 
pleted, 
D ecatur 
facilities 
will 
be 
am ong the hest in N orth Texas, and 
adequate roo’n will he provided for 
a full educational program f o r .years 
to come. 
jSuch, in brief, is the history of the 


eluding 
the 
m ore 
recently 
added 


courses of Art, Mtusic, and Band. E n ­ 


rollm ent figures 
a re obtainable 
for 


only a few years back, but they are 


sufficient to indicate st steady, posi­ 


tive growth in num bers. In 1939-40, 


w ith a census roll of 915 scholastics, 


934 students w ere enrolled in the sys­ 


tem, which includes the only .school 


for 
colored in 
Wise 
County. 
E m ­ 


ployees of the school num bered 
38 


people. There w ere twenty-eight teach- 


in 
the* building progress of the public schools I cts and adm inistrative officials, a* sec 
of D ecatur. Academic progress in the 
I school closely p arallels thnt 
of the 
sta te sis a whole, tip to about 1935. In 
th at yesir, the S tate D epartm ent of 
E ducation launched st five-year pro­ 
gram of curriculum 
revision. U nder 
this plan, the first y ear w as to lie de­ 
voted to study on 
the part of the 
teachers of the entire state in order 
that they might understand the w ork 
si head of them. The second year was 
to lie devoted to production 
or 
the 
w riting of the new curriculum . During 
the th ird year, the revised curriculum 
was to be installed and tried in cer- 
tain “ lnliorator.v” schools, It was a t 
this point that D ecatur forged ahead 
of 
the m ajority 
of schools in 
the 
stsite, by volunteering sis one of sixty 
laboratory schools. Various conserva­ 
tive changes wen* inside at that tim e 
and continue to lie m ade in the pro- 
grsim of studies, w ith the en q ilia sis in 
the w ork being shifted to the child, 
Ids a ttitu d es and needs, 
instead 
of 
solely on the subject m a tte r as w as 
form erly the case. A much better all­ 
round development is possible for tile 
child under such conditions. Vocation- 
was abandoned and I ai work in the fields of agriculture 
and | and homemaking h as lieon add***! to 
! tile 
curriculum . 
T rain in g 
in 
these 
fields equip the young citizens of *mr 
com m unity with som ething very prac­ 
tical to use in bettering living con­ 
ditions in tiieir homes. likewise, busi­ 
ness training, which m akes studies in 
bookkeeping, business law. typing, and 
general secretarial w ork possible, w as 
added to th** curriculum during the 
p as t few years. A num ber of g rad u ­ 
ates have gone directly from this de­ 
partm en t 
into 
positions 
of respon­ 
sibility in th** business of this and 
other towns. 
D ecatur High School has, a t present, 
35 affiliated units of credit with Hie 
S tate Departm ent 
of Education, 
in- 


retary, a janitor, a tax collector, and 


seven bus drivers. 


-----------------oOo----------------- 
The l imited States M arine Corps 
celebrates its 165th birthday. Secre­ 
ta ry of the N avy is tile one who tells 
it to the Marines. 


TALL TIMBER 


F irst F a rm Boy—On our farm we 


have the tallest trees in the co u n try —• 


trees so tall you can hardly see th e 


tops of em. 


Second F arm Boy—T h a ’s nothing. 


On our farm we have trees so tall you 


have to salt th e gun barrel when you 


go squirrel hunting. 


Pirst F arm Boy—W h at for? 
(Second F arm Boy— Why, to keep 
the squirrel from spoiling before it 
F arm er. 
— 
lilts 
the 
ground!—T h e 
Progressive 
Farm er. 
----------------oOo------ ---------- 
Quisling lins issued u b*Kik to show 
th a t he was a prophet. Supporting it 
is the fact that he is w ithout honor 
in his own country. 


'rfliiiw nniiH iin 
im iibiiibiiibi 
iiiw iiw iin iiH iw iin iin iin iiw iw iw i 


F L U S C H E B R O S . 


C O N G R A T U L A T E 


The Wise County Messenger 


—And— 


C L . C H R I S T I A N 


SINCLAIR PRODUCTS 


Wholesale and Retail 


Phone 15 


PARTS AND ACCESSORIES 


Quality Repairs 


Wig 


m 


nm 
T i na iii 
■ i a m 
B i I 
T B H 
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I 
WE ARE PROUD. . . 
| 
Te Be A Part of the Business Life of 
| 
Decatur and Wise County 
I 
OUR SERVI CE TO YOU 
I 
. . . G O O D C O F F E E . . . 
I 
DINNERS... LUNCHES 
j 
I 
Tasty Sandwiches 
I 
I 
And A Pleasant Atmosphere i 
I 
FEATURING. . . 
j 
| 
Choice Cut Steaks... Fried Chicken 
| 
| 
Fish and Oysters in Season 
| 


I 
SILVER MOON CAFE 
I 
• O .L Walker Owner 
Decatur, Texas I 
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ive Salute The 


The Sixty Year Old 
WISE COUNTY MESSENGER 


T h •'s ti*'** * i last iou git! 
tin* 


receiver 
cts months of enjoy­ 


ment 
and .safe driving. 
W e're 


sure thai this year you’ll find 


somebody on your gift list who 


would appreciate tires . . . or 


perhaps it would Im* a good idea 


to give 
I In* 
family a 
set 
for 


y* nr own riir. 


GI AK VNTEED TIKES AT 


ECONOMY 
PRICES 


FRAM 


AND MR. C. F. 


P U R E 


CHRISTIAN 


ANTI­ 
24 Months 
Oil Filters 
Pennsylvania 
Motor Oil 
FREEZE 
BATTERY 
Complete With 
2 Cal. Sealed 
Per Gal. 
15 Plate 
Fitting’ 
Can 
Zerone 
Heavy Duty 
$5.95 
98c 


O O 


n 


$4.59 


Johnson’s Polish and 
Wax Deal, both for 59c 


Special, Champion 
)r A. C. Spark 
Plug’s, in sets 
20c ea. 


3 Candle Power Light 
Bulbs, 2 f o r ........ 
5c 


Chevrolet Generator 
Armatures ........... 98c 


_ 
4 
^Self Vulcanizing 


^ i Boots 
3c ea- 


- f v J l W 


Flash Light 
Batteries, each ..... 4c* 


Heavy Durable 
Whisk Broom . 
12c 


Polishing Cloths, 5 
Double Yard,.. 12c ea. 


GIFTS FOR THE CAR AND FOR THE HOME 


S I N G L E T O N ’ S 


LAY AWAY A PRACTICAL 


XMAS LIFT FOR CAR OWNERS 
LION AUTO STORE 


G U A R A N T E E D S A V I N G S 


Decatur, TexasW est Side of Square 


❖ 
❖ 
❖ 
❖ 
* 
❖ 
* 
❖ 
❖ 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
❖ 
❖ 
* 
* 
❖ 
❖ 
❖ 
❖ 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
❖ 
* 
* 
❖ 
❖ 
* 
* 
❖ 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
❖ 
❖ 
❖ 
❖ 
❖ 
❖ 
* 
A 


WISE COUNTY MESSENGER 
History 
Education 
Of Wise County 


Present Decatur Baptist 
College Once Sold 
For It’s Debts 


The history of W ise 
C ounty 
hits 
been 
one 
of 
continuous 
advances. 
There have l>eon periods of plenty fol­ 
lowed by years of drought and depres­ 
sion; 
periods 
of 
optimism 
followed 
tim es of panic. Though the education* I 
a1 developm ent of the county has been 
fairly steady, it has been influenced 
by these changing conditions. There 
have been periods of adjustm ent and 
change, hut the movement has been 
one of steady growth. 
The first efforts to provide inst rue-; 
ti on for the children of W ise County] 
were d ifficult to trace accurately. Very 
little instruction had 
been provided! 
until about tin* time the organization I 
o f the county 
in 
1856. 
The 
first 
school is reported to have been started 
a year before the territory brought 
itself under organized 
lo cal 
g o vern -1 
inent. 
It w as taught by E li H oag in , 
tile summer of 1S55, but t h e e x a c t lo­ 


c a t i o n 
is 
iii controversy. 
T h e s c h o o l 
w as conducted 
at 
“Old 
Swayback ’ 
c h u r c h or in t he h o u s e o f \\ 
S. i l o a g , 


b r o t h e r 
o f 
Eli 
I Long. 
t h e 
p i o n e e r 
teacher. The Hoag dwelling stood on 


t In* ba ilks 
o! 
Win hint 
< ’re ek . 
a 
f e w 


m i l e s s o i i i h o f the p res en t 
l o c u t i o n of 
D ecatur. The attendance of this first 


s c h o o l 
w a s 
s m a l l 
a n d 
tin* 
t e r m 
w a s 


s h o r t . 
i 


\ 
s e c o n d 
t e r m 
w a s 
c o n d u c t e d 
by 


B l e f f i n s , iii (lie s u m m e r o f I sr,ii. about 


OIH h a l f m i l e s o u t h e a s t ot t h e p r e - c n l 
B a p t is! I ‘o I log e in 
I leon lur. 


'i h e 
t bi rd 
o f 
t be 
p i o m cr 
s c h o o l s 
w a s 
t a u g h t 
in 
t be 
< b ur el 


l h 
\v 


m i s e 


titer 
ut let 


early 
d ate by Rodman, near where 


the New 
South church now stands, 


where later, Benjamin Shrew s taught. 


The only school in the w estern part 
of the county was located near H unt’s 
ranch house. L. J. Selman w as said 
to have been the first person to teach 
there. 
> 
i lie first ten or twelve years of ef­ 
fort 
to provide instructions for tile 
children of 
W ise 
County 
had 
very 


l i t t l e organization of purpose in view. 
These pupils treid to make tile most 
of the opportunities presented to them, 
and from these pioneer students have 
come som e of the leaders of the state. 
T h e y 
c o n t i n u e d 
t h e i r B i l l y 
a m b i t i o n 
to build an empire, and did everything 
possible to m ake life more worth liv­ 


ing. 
, 
A f t e r 
t h e 
county 
was 
organized. 


t h o s e o f f i c i a l s on w h o s e s h o u l d e r s t he 


r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
o f 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
an d 


s u p e r v i s i o n 
id’ t he 
s c h o o l s 
fe ll. 
co u l d 


d o 
but 
l i t t l e 
p r o g r e s s i v e 
w o r k 
un til 


t he 
p e r i o d 
f o l l o w i n g 
the 
R e c o n s t r u c ­ 


tion. T h e fuel tha i lite i ' o m m i s s i o n e r ’s 
Court Records were 
bu r n e d 
in 1881 
p r e v e n t e d 
Col low m g, in (Iota ii. Hie d e ­ 


v e l o p m e n t o f t h e scho ol s y s l e l l l b e f o r e 
that d a t e . 
All 
s< bools in I b e county 


b e f o r e 
t h a t 
d a t e 
w e r e 
e o m m u i i i ! y 


s c h o o l s 
in 
w bb Ii 
em Ii 
p up il 
h ad 
lo 


pay s o m e I nit iou. 


• •a 
. l u n e 
Lib. 
I sr,s. f o u r 
l e a g u e s o f 


land, b l e a t e d 
iii I h o k e ! ! 
< '< l i n t y w e r e 


p r e s e n t e d In t h e s c h o o l s o f W i s e <’Olin 


tv. 
It 
w i n o r d e r e d by t h e c o u r t 
t ha t 
.I 
p. 
P i c k e t t 
be 
a p p o i n t e d 
u s 
th e i r 


a g e n t in si 
in 
H a s k e l l 


\ Vi - 1• < 'olm 


f o r t i l e bo? 


T h e s e la 


or lea s e tin 


C o n n u 
that 


sc ho ol la lids 


b e l o n g e d 
to 


erin o| 
t e n y e a r s 


■ con Id obi a i ii 


l ap r s o l d t o v at i- 


ditlTrctjt 
p r i c e , 


d a s a p e n n a n o m 


'lh** Northwest Texas B aptist C o l ­ 


lege was established in Decatur in De­ 


cember 1891, but the first s e s s i o n did 


not 
open 
until January 1898, 
J . 
F- 
Roberts served tis principal until May 
1898. In the summer of 1898, A. J. 
Emerson, who had b e e n president of 
Howard Payne College of Brownwood, 
Texas, was elected the first President 
of Northwest Texas Baptist College. 
A. J. Emerson served sis president un­ 
til 181MI when the college was sold at 
auction for its debts. A group of men 
bought tile college aud ran it as a pri­ 
vate 
non-denoruinational 
college 
for 
one year under tin* leadership of J. 
Thompson. 
Then 
the 
college 
was 
again forced to close on account of 
financial difficulties. 
In 1897, the B aptists again came 
into possession of the college. They 
established 
ti 
tw o-year 
college 
and 
changed the name to Decatur B aptist 
College, 'rile property was valued at 
$85,(HK), but the B aptists bought it for 
$7,090. 


Tile s c h o o l was open again in tin* 
fall of 1889 with B. F. Giles as Presi­ 
dent. He served from 
RHM) to 1907, 
then J. I*. Tidw ell served from 1907 
until 190{), when VT,. C. Carver became 
president,, serving until 1914. In 1914 
.I 
L. W'nrd became President again 


ii nil is Mill coni inning lo serve in that 
capacity. 
In 
1890 the c i t i z e n s of Greenwood 
enlisted tin* c o o p e r a t i o n of people in 


Hie s u r r o u n d i n g 
e o m m u n i t i e s 
a n d 
by 


v o l u n t a r y 
s u b s c r i p t i o n 
e r o d e d 
a 


sc hoo l b u i l d i n g . 'I h ey o b t a i n e d a c h a r ­ 


i er for the Greenwood Male and Fe­ 


m a l e Coling**. 'I’lii" c h a r t e r a u t h o r i z e d 


; i 
co- ed lien I bm 
c o l l e g e 
at 
C r e e ii wax al 
which could confer tin* Bachelor De­ 


gree. 
Hie p r i n c i p a l o f ria* s c h o o l w a s g i v ­ 
en Hie title of President of the College 


d u r i n g t h i s 
t i m e . T h e 
first 
p r e s i d e n t 


wa" J. B 
. l e b a n o n . T h e s e c o n d p r e s i ­ 


dent i * I I b e c o l l e g e w a " t be so n o f A d ­ 


e a d o f o n e s e s s i o n . 


In 


iud 


• un 


disoii ( 


i ’la rk 


el ect ed 
t w o 
<■ 


i Pm,rue 


lark. At tin 


n " i s l e d . 


ar ri ' " i i w Ii 


• p r i n c i p a l " . 


( 'a i t m■ n I cr. 


fin 
I I U"I ce 


In 
I 


I', ri Ii 


M. 


• Ila 


I l a ’ll 


led by 


" 
an d 


I.. A r ­ 


a m i d s 


I Tc "i- 


1 ie 


. ai 
all 


Dei p • 're 
a d 
sn 
•omnium: \ 


Heat iot)a I b e g i n n i n g s here. 


'I !’•• P r a i r i e P oin t >< bool xx a s t a u g h t 


b y .I < iii ii S. M o r r i s in | s 5 9 a n d co ni in n ­ 


e d for a n u m b e r o f y ou rs. 
\ " d i o o l w i n 


r e p o r t e d 
to 
l u n e 
be en 
t a u g h t 
an 


Stop at the 
GIFT SHOP 
When in Bridgeport 
MKS. HAWKINS, Prop. 


tall 


Iii" 


• if 


I III 


I 
- 


m e a t . 


T e a s- 
77 iii 
cd 
til a 11 
l i m "mall n u m b e r o f : 


j s7 1 - 7 2 . 
111 Ti.os;; in 
I s s t sr,. 


I lie re |m rt o f tile S l a t e S u p e r i n t e n ­ 


dent 
o f 
P u b l i c 
Inst n u f ion 
in 
I S s5 


M u t es t h a t 
o n e 
hu n dr ed 
a u d 
s i x t e e n 


w h i te 
d i e rn t" 
a n d 
o n e c o l o r e d 
d i s ­ 


trict b ad b e e n o r g a n i z e d 


W i s e County bad a number of ae 


ad atnic". bot Ii 
p u b lic an d prix a t e . A c ­ 


c o u n t" 
o f 
tin* 
most 
i m p o i i a n t 
on e 


f o llo w . 
I .CC I '((liege w a s e s t a b l i s h e d at < ’bb •• j 
by 
Alderson, 
a 
Methodist 
preacher 


a lid t e a c h e r 
iii I lie e a r l y d a y s . 


S l i d e l l 


! ribllled 
l l l c 


lug 


i jill 


( ,. 


T C " 


u 


of Ut 


11 


a p j . r o ­ 


o d 
a l a i 
t h e 


w a s bei ng 


(it i /.ell" 
id' 


■ai’i / e d lim 


irliam 
c o n ­ 


nu! 
for tim 


• rnnod m i l e " 


ffi I 
<7 J 


r n 


f a 


w 
, 
in • HgBr 
7 


NOW IS J HK TIME TO 
W I N T E R I Z E 
YOUR ( AR 


i n t 
i d ii I d 
<.: i t 
\ \ \ \ 


I .et 
I n G i v e ^ nil 
\ 


W IN i I ii ( Hi t iv t P 


ca in pU" a lid t lie et lier nu a 
Sui- 
the 
l u m b e r 
a lid 
oi lier 
m a teria I I 


I), , . " S i n for I 111’ • feet jell o f I in* b u il d- i 


in-. 
Si m e o f I h e l e a d i n g m e n c o n n e c t e d 


v i l l i Ibis s c h o o l d u r i n g t h e e a r l y d a y s 


w e r e 
< ’. F i n c h , I! 
M iller. .I. I alw ani", 


H a l v e D i c k s o n , U. 
s . S p e n c e r a n d G. 
Giles. 
Th. 
s c h o o l " 
o f 
W i - e 
( ' m i n t y 
bad 
been m a k i n g advancem ent nj) to t h i s 


period, hut the la c k o f an adequate 


f i n a n c i a l s y s t e m w a s t h e most s e r i o u s 


d r a w b a c k 
T h e s c h o o l 
l a w 
o f 
I 
I 
helped in a m easure f a correct this. 
T h e 
n e w l a w >oon 
i**gan 
to p r o v e 


;i benefit to \Vi"( 
C o u n t y s c h o o l s . T h e 


law 
pro' ided I bal 
a di"t i i d max 
v o l e 


a I w en! y - ( cli t ta x on tim o n e bund red 


• I. liar 
\ a I na t ion. 
p ro vT i ed 
I w o - 1 h i rds 


of I be prop er! \ 
<»\\ liers xx Im p ai d tax 


C" \ <d ei I ii i t a x o r o f "n eb a ta x. 


fir"! 
• I hoi 


Alii"' 


" i i i ' t 


-t r i d . 


• I r i d 
III UT (ti 
a go v a - 


W W * h. 


t a \ 


t In’ 


G R E A S E 
J O B 
L O N G H O R N 


S I . ( H I 


■ ' ' J 
V | | 


\ m > ( . i i i sia c x ii i: s i \ I k in 


I - Ill W i „ . - I 


1 
1 
I b e r e 


I b e c o u n t \', 


A la Ii t h e 
ic 


o rc as 
it 
iv ut 


di"i r i d : 


seine 


b 0 0 u 10 y D 


And A Pleasant 
Atmosphere 


-Steaks 


-Sand1 fiches 


-Lunches 


-Short Orders 


We Appreciate Your Patronage 


And Will Appreciate the Opportunity of 
Serving You 


P A T S C A F E 


O P E N D A Y A N D N I G H T 
Fort Worth Highway 
Just South of Town 


ii", 
\\ i"e ( ' m i n t y 


limned ta I el \ c o m p ! bul xx i I Ii I lie a d and 


Hie 
I ii -I 
c o 11n I \ 
boa rd 
m e m b e r " 
of 


W i s e i mint \ 
xx e r e : I». I*,. G i l l i l a n d of 


I >e* a n it. 
Pi e s i d d i l : 
J. 
G 
Noel 
o f 


Box ai ; S. M 
( ’ox ingt on o f A Ix o n I : 
ll. 


I 
H aw k i n s o f ( ’Ideo. Thox 
xx ere 
a p ­ 


p o i n te d 
In 
tile C o m m i s s i o n e r s 
Court 


in i he \ c a r o f l o l l . 


Iii Hie y e a r ol 
It m i n , lie n s h " it w a s 


el e c t e d to I lie o f f i c e o f ( 'minty Sc h o o l 


S u p e r i n t e n d e n t . 
Mr. 
S l a n t 
xxii" 
the 
first person to serve in that capacity 
in W ise County. 


lite sa la ries o f te a c h e r s 
h a v e 
in ­ 


creased 
slo w ly 
a lo id 
xxiih 
the 
pro­ 


g r ess 
ot' the county sch o o ls. 
In 
pm I 


t in* a v e r a g e sa la ry for 
te a c h e r s 
per 


m onth w a s .$56,00. 
In 
1917 tin* a c ci­ 


n ge sa la ry 
xx as sot..;.", poi- m onth. 
In 


I'• CT tin* axiTuge sa la r y w a s Ss::,Th, per 


m on th , and for 1940 th e a v e r a g e s a l­ 
a d 
for 
independent 
and 
com m on 
school 
teachers 
is St is,PT 
per 
m onth 


fo r th e num ber o f m o n th s ta u g h t. 
(Today 
there 
a rc 
tw e n ty 
com m on 
sch o o ls 
operatin g 
in 
W is e 
C ounty. 
T h e s e 
schools have a c en tra liz e d li­ 
brary of som e 8.8(H) v o lu m e s a n d a 
lOinin 
sound 
m o v in g 
p ic tu r e 
pro­ 
jector, both of w h ich a r e cu rried to 
th e se schools every tw o w e e k s 
in a 
c o u n ty 
library 
tru ck 
w h ic h 
c ir cu ­ 
la te s 
lib rary books a n d 
s h o w s e d u ­ 
c a tio n a l film s to the p u p ils. 
T h e fo llo w in g is a s t a t is t ic a l su rv e y 
o f th e ed u cation al s ta tu s q u o o f W ise 
C o u n ty schools. 
I. S o u r c e s of R even u e: 
1. V alu ation of all D istricts.^ ),160.212 


2. V a lu a tio n of C om m on 
S ch ools 
. 
$3,215,862 
8 .V a lu a tio n of in d ep en d en t 
S o l 
Is 
$5.9 I 1.850 
4. R o c e p it" from L ocal 
' la x 
. 
, 
.. .$ 
bl.SUO 


a, < ’otiiiiK n School" s I 0.079 


b 
Independent 
."(•hoot" 
. 
. 
.$29,721 
Ti. P er i 'apiol A pportionm ent .$ 
102.226 
a C om m on School" .$22.sd I 


I). 
Independent 
Si iii nil" 
. STP. 11 Ti 


6, 
R u ral Aid 
. 
s 
bi*.PHO 
a. < 'ommoii Schools s s . Oso 


h. 
I ndcitcadciit 
School" 
$12,211 
7. < 'oiinty I’m inammt S c h o o l 
'Funds 
$ 
36.000 
C o u n ty Ax (bable F u n d 
.-$1,721.05 
a. ( ’ominoji Schools KT IP.25 


b. Indep' 
dent 
S c h o o ls 
•$ 1,5.(2 11 * 
5. 
'I rn us po i c t ion Aid 
s 
2 0 . 0 12 
a. N u ii 11 icr pupil" I rn it" I" -rt cd J. I "7 


b. 
N u m b er Im "es 
. 
. 
. 
5:1 
P 
\ , ic,-|; ioiia 
\ id 
S 
P 5( i I 


I i it u I 
I ti' "inc 
. 
> 270.7Si 
IP'., 
I w hich i." local i 
II. 
\X< ta 
a; miliit 
<>1 
lo« al 
hi 
. 


R ic h e s u s : ; jct 
>25.1(0 


Ii. 
I 'on rf ‘st 
111 "I rid 
. 
85. • * * 
e. A x . tea -' 
pm child GT 
for ail ui"! riel - 
SP.5u 


d. Ainoi.ut '! 
moiie.x 
K.r em ii 
ch ild fr-mi .til receip ts 
per veal 
S.• * .(MI 


I i. N u m b e r el School" : 


IP bt 
............................... - . 
I 
1 . 
I Ii dept a dent 
, 
S 
2. ' otnnioi) 
......... 
20 


( (pera I in- 
. 
. ----- -’I* 
A ffilia te d 
. 
. . 
. 
— 
I 
S in nda rd izcd 
. 
........ 
I •> 
III. T r e n d s in s c h o la s tic I’o p u la th m : 
S ch o la stics 


IPK) 
............ 
- 
- 
'•UTI 


1.915 
...... 
- . 
- - ..............- - 
7.228 
1020 ..... ... 
... 
7,087 


1925 _______ • 
. 
- 
5,776 
1930 ____ 
. 
. 
— ....5,231 
IP; 15 
5.110 


1940 
. . . . . . 
- 
, 4,848 
IV . T r e n d s in N u m ber o f S c h o o ls: 
ISS.", 
. 
, 1 1 6 


IPK) 
.............. 
. . . . 
KH 
I'.CJO 
..................... 
... 
95 
I'.Co 
. 



. 
I-’ 


IPW 
.......... . 
61 
\ . N u m b e r of T ru stees: 
in d ep en d en t 
Sclm oN 
, 
. 
56 
( 'em mon S ch ools 
. 
K in 


< '• milt y 
School 'I T 11 - 1 c. - 
, 
.. 
■• 
V I. ’le a c h i n g P erson n el, T e a c h e r s : 


1 
I tide] >en< lent Sci led - 
12, 
2 
< 'on,m on 
S cil.i,a- 
Pi 


\ l l . (p i a n t ical ion* > I 
I < acher> : 
1. i oiutncn Sc In cl" 
N o. 
Pct. 


Bachel,.!-'" 
D( ’ Ll I ‘ ’(• 
? " 
15 
J 
I >';i!" 
< 'ol leu a 
. 
lo 
25 


2 
N c a rs < nill vc 
7 
1 7 1 - 
I 
'le a r C ollege 
3 
7 b 


o ( '<-lit je 'I’rainiiig 
- 
2 
5 
2. 
In d ep en d en t 
School*: 
M as t e r " I (egret- 
IO 
12 6 


lieh >r 
tea I ' 


J. 
Y e n I " < ' o l l e g e 
5 
2 
b a r s i ni:' .r 
6 
5.Tot al Independent aud 
Common Schools: 
M aster’s Degree 
16 


B a c h e l o r s 
I (cure,- 
I I " 


3 't I a rs ( ’o H cg e 
, 
I • * 


2 
Yen vs < ’o l l e g e 
15 
I Year College 
. , 
3 


0 C o l l e g e 'Training 
2 
— 
o( )q 


Democracy is not finished but 
does have a rough edge. 


7'* I 


p 


l l 


SAVE MONEY... 
We Give You More for Your Car on A 
Trade In Plus Greater Values 
IN NEW AND USED CARS 
Try Us and See for Yourself 


CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH 


Sales and Service 
JOE WREN MOTOR CO. 
Dealer for Farm Machinery 
Rhome, Texas 


First Methodist Church j C. M. Maxwell Boasts of 
In Decatur Was Built 
j Being Oldest Merchant 
On ['resent Site in 1881 In Greenwood 


T il e 
first 
M e t h o d i s t d m reb 
in 
D e - j 


e a t u r w a s built on t lie p re s en ! s i t e in J 


t h e y e a r ISSI. A 
f r a m e b u i l d i n g xx itll 


oui* a u d i t o r i u m 
w h i c h 
w a s a l s o 
u se d 


for S u n d a y "(-bool. T h i s b u i l d i n g b u r n ­ 
ed in 
t h e summer of 1898, another 


f r a m e 
b u i l d i n g 
w a s 
e r e c t e d 
i m n i e d i 


a I d \ 
on 
tbi" sa m e lot. 
In 
1013 i b i s 


b u i l d i n g w a s t or n d o w n a n d t h e p r e ­ 


s e n t 
b r i c k 
b u i l d i n g 
was erected, in 


19 35 the brick p a r s o n a g e , south o f the 


c h u r c h w a s er(*oted. 
In 
RUO t h e I w k 


s t o r y 
e d u c a t i o n a l b u i l d i n g w a s a d d e d 


t" t h e c h u r c h b u i l d i n g , all b ei n g m a d e 


o f 
whit(* 
b i b k. 
In 
. l a n i m i v 
I:Cit; 
a 


I lai i u n oi i d 
< >rgan 
xx a s 
p l a c e d 
in 
t h e 


a u d i t o r i u m , s p o n s o r e d by t h e M i s s i o n ­ 


a r y S o c i e t y . T h e c h u r c h 
at 
t h e 
p r e ­ 


sent h a s a m e m b e r s h i p o f 7OO. 


C. if. M axwell, a life long resident 


of W ise County, was born at Slidell. 


In 1911 he moved with his parents to 


Greenwood. 
He was postm aster a 
year liefore 
he went into the grocery business. H e 
is now tin* oldest merchant in Green­ 
wood. having opened his store eleven 
years ago. 
Mr. 
M axwell 
carries a 
com plete 
line of groceries 
and 
cured 
m eats, 
feeds, sh elf hardware, 
gas and oil. 
H e also buys produce, cream, etc. 
P eople 
in 
the Greenwood 
trade) 
area know Mr. M axwell for his fair 
dealings with 
p eop le, and know his 


s t o r e is a g o o d p l a c e to t cade. 
— - 
" a •< >• —.................. 
BUY FROM OUR A D V E R T ISE R S 


in ■ I rn i a a i ■ ; b i bu bu a i a i e i a i b t b i i B i i n n a a ! a rn 1 rn i a.i b i b i ■ ii 
M A C K ’ S S H O E S T O R E 


The Place to Save a Dollar 
All Kinds of Dry Goods and Shoes 
M. P. M ASK, P r o p . 
Bridgeport, Texas 


■ I 9! 


WE APPRECIATE... 
The Splendid Business We Have 
Received From Our Many 
Customers in Decatur 
D A I R Y 


Va 


Ii 
Phone 7 


l f 
t 
Decatur 
Delivery Service to Your Door 


Look for the Big Electric Sign 
TEXAS TOURIST C O U R T S ’ 
And Drvie Right into the Most Modern 
Courts in Decatur 
N I CF 
; ( i V. L . 
Everybody that stops 
at 
the 
"TEXAS” 
is 


^ 
Jp p thrilled with 
tin* com forts and conveniences 
A HT T I T r riu*’V fini1 at 
,llpse 
strictly 
modern 
Tourist 


I 1 1 
Courts. The Low Rates are most pleasing too 
C O U R T S 
COZY— CONVENIENT 
Reasonable Rates 
The Beauty Spot on the Highway 


And Texaco Service Station 


E F . BOYDSTON. Owner 
Fort Worth Highway 
South r.T Decatur 


We Represent the Major i ompanics 


Writing All Forms of Insurance 


INSURANCE 


- R E A L ESTATE 


- B O N D S 


“Insure in Sure Insurance” 


THE PEARSON AGENCY 


H. B. (Buster) Pearson 


Decatur 
Texas 


lid 


A 


§ 
I 
yI 


•T 
? 
■ 
i 
V 


\\ LSE COUNTY JI ESR ENL, EK 


R 
. 


R. B. Taylor Has 
;[) I .arge 
Business Firm Here 


Ii. 
H. I ;i \ id)-. ;| : it > ! • J ! I » 
• f 


W i s e 
( ( t i n i l y , 
Ii;!- I it Ti l 
iii 
i Iii1 
.I ut i i- 


( n u b i l e 
s c i \ i' * 
I m - i i c - « 
,,<■ 
I he 
| t ; i - l 
Ii yen vs. and i- probably one of Ila1 
Us! [hi-: til a lid hem 
know ,t n 
n, 


t h e 
garage ami 
- m n j o e 
b u s i n e s s 
in 
this section. .Mr. Taylor attribute** lh*' 
growth and success cf his business to 


t h e l a i t 
! I l a t i l , 
) i m s i ' l t . 
i s Mi,' h a r d - 


( ■ t worker i n i d - plant. 
!! i s motto rn. 
“tonality 
I’rodm Ss 
and 
F i l m 
Fine 
Service. 
I n I 'i.'1, I hi I ooh ever the I *a nhand Ie 
distributorship tin 
\\ i-e t omdy. Ile 
has four retail dealers in his territory I 
w hom In semes. 'I hey, of course, fea­ 
ture 
Panhandle 
gasoline and 
lubri- 
cants, Mr. 
I'aylor. through his 
alert 
dealers, has built 
up a 
large sales 
Volume on the 
texas mad*- prod net s. 
Ile 
i* al-o (list rihutor for I' S 'I ires 
and tidies. 
Oldie ref im I v [in »d aces 


' ■ '*'1 ti..' ! \\ iii ii 
h a - b e ­ 


spit!:' r 
w i t h 
t i l e 
l a r u l e r s 


in ii 
i- 
a 
' * ’••. (■■ o n , u n i - 
fa n m I'- 
! 


i o n s ! . a n t iv 
i 


T 
a 
y 
l 
o 
r 
, 
, y , JC''1 
j- 
h r V 


T h e 
I ’a 


a v e r y g o o 
i i nae \ I*ry 


i n 
( h i - 
MT 


c a l 
f u e l 
Ii 


t r a c t e i - . 'I 


11-0 of plow 


nim 
Pa 


(lie o f p 


c o m p let e Mn 


tile 
large I 


arc 
u s i n g 


MSI i m U s e 
, on t h e farm, 


• ■I- 
g r e a t e r 
d e 


s e f u e l 
ii 
a d - 


l u h r u ' u ut, - a m l 


P I u h a in I i e 
t h - 


I I so, p r o ­ 


le ; ] iii p r o 


. 
n pi t Ila 
s p o t i - 


tis, 
M r . 
'J’a y l o r 


f I ( l e s e pi l­ 
lory in tin* 


of e x p e r i - ] 


Hi e s - , 
Ibis 


lard; man s Grocery 


A (Tie icily Market 


JI * 
a nd Jf vs s. P. 
I la rdinia i i. op­ 
era t ors ut tlii 
lf a ii I i! na ii Mn u r n on 
I .aug Si reel it: ' * • Our. ca me to this 
eit.v 
ft oui Tennessee in I v.ij to estab­ 
lish a home in this land et upper; md 
t ins. Mr. 
I [; rdiman 
spent 
his 
first 
year in Wise 
County 
as 
a 
share 
eroppe;. 'I he next year lie rented a 
nlace a lid 
t a is*-d 
Ids own 
crop. 
\ 
short Mine later he bought 
a sinai1 
t a nil. 
lid in PVM! 11 adi ii it for a spa tv 
"f goods to go into the i,.-nerai Mer­ 
igold.-e business. 
Mr 
and .Mrs. Itardiniaii have bad 
set em! different stores here in Deca­ 
tur sin e the first one, and they are 
now the i blest merchants in the town. 
The 11 i rdinians a re bot Ii \ n j 
let ive 
despite the fact that they are in their 
late seventies. 
Their repin a t ion t brough the yea rs 
ha - alw ays been the hest, and should­ 
er to shun Ider (.bey 
Inn e wen t tiered 
many eliatiges with tin* limes. 
o( )o— 
Silver Moon Is 


Popular Cafe 


i ' 
P. Waiher is a native of W i-e 
< 'omit y . 
a ml 
has l*een 
in I lie 
r.-ife 
bu -i 
s for i-igiu yea rs. Hi- ti r-1 v eii- 
t u re in the business was a - opera I or 
"■ 
I he Wide \ vv a he < * i! e. I hen Iona I - 
(*(I on the old 
highway east of tin* 
si) na re. Ile ha - 
opera I cd tin* Silver 
M ooh < 'n fe for ii" pa st -even ye rs. 


M r - 
< * 
P. 
\\ l i k e r 
h i s 
b e l p e d 
b e r 


ll Us! a I al t o o p e r a t e t h e 
' S i l v e r M OOH 


.-in e e ii 
w a s s l u r : 
d. a n d t og! t i l e r I h e y 


' i v e n m i ! 
a 
va-ry s u e , - e - s t ' n l 
b u s i n e s s . 
Their 
mod, rn 
. a t e 
« i p u p m e n t 
a lid 


IT \ 1 t re.- i l i a b l e 111 e rn t o g i v e t h e i r i n s 
, a■ '*■; - Nr- hest c f s e iw ice at ail I hues. 


3-Way Cafe Is 


Popular Drive-In 


I hi 
T h r e e W a y C a f e is o w n e d a n d 


'a m an d by M r. and M rs. S. I,. | lard- 
. wick and is located on the “Y" west 


J " f t lie s<p a re iii 
I teen! Kl'. 'I b e I m ih l - 


j big' 
b o u s i n g 
tin- 
b m - mess 
w a s 
built 


t o u r \ e a r s a g o a n d w a s l e a s e d out f o r 
t l w f i r s t y . a r. 


O n December 
the 
f i r s t 
o f 
1037 
t i m 
J la rd w i r k s 
t o o k 
t h e 
p l a c e 
over 
to 
operate 
themselves^ and 
Mrs. I la rdvviek assumed Hie m a n a g e ­ 
ment. The cleanliness of this place I 
bhnd*d 
VV Ii ll the striking 
p e r s o n a l i ­ 
ties of the personnel and 
the good 
fold served here has built tip one of I 
the 
finest and most popular eating! 
places in Decatur. 


P e r s o n a l 
a t t e n t i o n 
is 
g i v e n 
every 
customer’s o r d e r and dishes are pre- | 
pared to suit t h e individual tastes. 


Texas Cafe Is 


Favorite Spot 


W a l l e r 
P h i l l i p s , 
o p e r a t o r 
o f 
tin* 
I ex a s i 'af.* l o c a t e d oil I h e F o r t W o r t ti 


h i g h w a y 
in 
D e c a t u r , 
i- 
a 
li fe 
l o ng 


I r s ii lent et 
I tr e a t III' a n d W i - e ( Dimly. 


A p p r o x i m a t e l y 
f i f t e e n 
y e a r s 
his 


! 1 ‘*' b a s I,el n s p e n t 
in t h e 
food 
b u s i ­ 


ne s s, 
H i s long e x p e r i e n c e in 
t h e c a t ­ 


ering 
b u s ; n e s s 
h a s 
es t a T i le d 
h i m 


;l 
b i l g e host o! 
f r i e n d s a nd c u s t o m e r s 


D o m a d o v e r t h i s pa * a o f i im st a Ie. 


!' rave|or- 
; i m | 
( n i c k 
d r i v e r s 
w h o 


m a k e 
r e g u l a r 
a n d 
o c c a s i o n a l 
t r i p s 


I b r o u g h I m e n h i r h a v e m a d e a h a b i t o f 


' ' • a i l i n g nill ii 
11 my 
n - a c h 
I mea l u r 
to 
( it at ti m fox a - 
P o c a I r> 
a 
pleasant 
vs exists hi 


Wallace Garage 


Greenwood s Best 


K. If. Wallace, ti resident of Wise 
County for twenty-five years, is own­ 
er of the Greenwood Oarage, and lins 
been in tin* garage business in Green­ 
wood for eight years. 
Mr. Wallace is a good all around 
mechanic and welder. Ile has acety­ 
lene equipment for any type of weld­ 
ing. His complete line of Texas Com­ 
pany products is an a sci to the cu­ 
tin* trade territory. 
Ile is tin* wholesale and retail deal­ 
er for Texaco products, handling a 
complete line of greases, lubricants, 
motor fuels, tractor fuel, etc. 


--------------- ut ) o ------------------— 
Rhom e Oilman 


Is Progressive 


County in 1017. In 1923 he went into 
Mr* >'*mgle is the wholesale agent 
the wholesale and retail gasoline n m l l for Marathon Products in the Rhome 
« ii business, In 1935 in* added grocer-J area- 
,ia*s a complete modern gro- 
ies to his business. In July 1939 h e j cery store ajM* market., and features 
had the misfortune of burning out a ti Quality and 
service 
in all depart- 
the original location. The early p a r t' ments> IIe eatePS to all types of Gon­ 


of tills year he built the present con­ 
crete tile block building th a t lie cc-1 
eupied with his business in April. 


sinners for fuel deliveries to farm s in 
that arca. 
oOo-— 
v 
PATRONIZE THE ADVERTISERS 


C O M P L E T E . . . 
G U L F S E R V I C E 


In Decatur 
lias — Oils — Greases — Anti-Freeze 
WASHING 
POLISHING 
LUBRICATION 
WAXING 
H. R. 
F U L L I N G I M 
SERVICE STATION 
Phone 50 
East Main 


■ nmnts 


s i 
t h a t 


t < • n 11 i 


lane u 


s Im : 1 .......■ 
lur t lo e c u y ca rs D (orc 


i* t *! 11 i *-11 * • 11 
l i m 
P a i r h c t t c r 
( i l i a c r y 


U 
Market 
at 
Pm}d. T e m - . 
l i e 
has 


Ii! 
p ; J < *c 
W I ' ii 
{ h e 
til"' - 
;i I id 
a d d e d 


In- 
l e a t 111 ■ i ii 
Ii tm - 
u n t i l 
t o d a y 
Im 
reaB 


s 
an u p 
to d a t e 
g e n e r a l 
i i m r e a n - 


,i 
a u m i n i 
o f 
ti l e >iore. I l e h a n d l e s g i 'c c e ri e s . fe e d s, 


go o d m a ny 
e n s - 
s e e d - , 
t r c - i i 
m e a t s , c o o k i n g 
u t e n s i l s , 


vil I I ii n ii.sh 
D u 
I a n d 
ice a n d 
g i v e s 
d e l i v e r y s e r v i c e . 


1 11.- a P a buy s cream, prodm e, etc. 


ii* l e d 


y 'trills and 


lane sci vet' 


UHSM' i i ! 
h a - 


* ’ r. 
I a v l o r 


WTI*. I Bi! KS I.BTUI IHI BTUI STSI I IU 112 I BCU B I BJ BJ fl I B I Sd BJ BlliSJ S i fl I Ii, I ® 


i i 


rn 
rn 
rn 
rn 


LUBRICATION COMES FIRST 
As d The Moi or. Starter, Lights 
R.uaator and Battery 
E PA LI LY ( IVE V (JU A CH Et HUP 


Q T \ 1 5 M I - 
im I . I I t . 
I No 


rn 
rn 


rn. 


* 
r n 
Ei 
r 


h a v e 


p t i e r e 


w it Ii 
>] min r 
•rusg p 


Congratulating 


The Wise County Messenger 
Mr. ( ’. P. Christian 


P L A T E L U N C H 


The Best in Wise County 25c 


Open Day and Night 


ltd, Wise to Patronize 


rl ll' 


ti a 


r 
"rn 


'HwTi" fiji a, j3 


I 


R. I I. FA I .LY, Prop. 


. 
. "-.-A J* AT 
m i * P ’ 
I ju AC. j. 


r-<r 
; v 
a ;,,:- * .p 
. 'n 
r n gj 
j. . ... 
i. 
Ii . U t u i l M k . iii* Si .. X,. lAJkt i 
. 
Ail Aval ■•‘att*.: 
Your Car 


Within The last 1000 Miles? 


LET US CHECK YOUR CAR AND GET IT IN SHAPE FOR WINTER. . . 


SPECIAL WINTER GREASES AND LUBRICANTS ANTI FREEZE . . . 


'.YASMIN : -C R L ' SIN G - POLISHING- -WAXING 


\ 
m. trm - 


ti L d u U 
O K 
CZN 


rn- 
rn* 
'WA 


.Kl ?.. 
Ed\rn 


* 
i 


TW] 
I | j \ | 
U L % 


I ’.••-nle 
VV 


K I rn w 
l l , , vs. 


U >■ 
c a n 
h a n d le 


cv (‘ti 
lim- 
must 


delicate materials 


Yes!—We Call for and Deliver 
One Day Service if You Wish it 
COTTAGE CLEANERS 
Southeast Corner of Square—Decatur 
Mr. and Mrs. ( has. Burton, Managers 
Phone 135 
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In The Beginning 
Wets Chico Wise County Texas 


Beginning of Chico 


Is Supported by 


Established Records 


Tho story of tho ht»«?Inning of Chico 
is supported by established records 
the rest is tradition and is written by 
one of the early lending' business men > 
of the town. 
Around the year 1875. Colonel J. T .! 
Brown, a polished and fail til red gen­ 
tleman, gallant and chivalrous, who 
bad served in two wars, became a mer­ 
chant on the site where Chico now j 
stands, and organized 
the 
town 
of! 
Chico. The site of Chico has been a I 
frontier trading post long before it 
was organized and named Chico. There! 
were a few settlements in the neigh-! 
borhood and Mr. Brown became the 
first merchant and postmaster of the 
village. Col. Brown hailed from Chico,1 
California, for which the town, Chico, • 
Texas, is named. Chico is an Indian 
name and means little; Col. Brown 
was an agent for an Indian reserva­ 
tion in California. The Settlers call­ 
ed an election for the naming of the 
town. Brownstown 
and 
Chico 
were 
voted on. There were seven votes, four 
voted, in favor of Chico and three for 
name of Brownstown and Chico 
rn bv one volo ; Mr. Brown support­ 
er© name of Chico. 


Decatur was Am ion! Rome of Wise 
County tit the time chico was organ* 
teed. All roads lead to Decatur from 
the Interior. At the time Decatur was 
a larger town than Fort Worth and 
so was Weatherford, Texas. A very 


eminent lawyer of Kentucky located 
at Fort Worth and later removed to 
Decatur, because Decatur, 
at 
that 
time, had the most promising future.J 
Chico received its mail from Deca- j 
fur. and it took the mail carrier a f 
full day to make the round trip. In 
I addition to the mail he carried pas- 
! sengers. The roads were primitive and 
circuitous, no bridges on tho streams 
and transportation was a problem dur­ 
ing the wet season. 
Cli leo borders on antiquity and is I 
enduring. A part of the original ho­ 
tel of Chico still stands; it is now lis­ 
t'd as ii residence. The Brown family 
constructed another hotel and 
this 
tavern is still operated by tile second 
generation of (lie Brown family, Mrs. 
Mary Brown. In another column ii re­ 
port of the early schools and church­ 
es will appear. But the first college 
of tin* town, christened as the Lee Col­ 
lege. deserves special mention. It was 
a 
commodious 
and 
imposing 
stone 
st met ore. At one I into 
I Ms Alderson. 
a Methodist minister and an out sat lid - 
ing seholai vs is its teacher. Tim school 
wa s na tiled for t lie sa picot. 
chi val 
runs and undaunted Gen. Robert 
I!. 
Geo J *r. A biers*at laid i1 t s of t rouble 
with the native sons, who were obsess­ 
ed wit ii na (ive outdoor spirit and as 


gives it —"They were hard 


\ G R E E T I N G S P I O N E E R S . . . 


We Are Glad to Ile One of You and to 
Have Had the Pleasure of Serving* 
You Through the Years 


Complete I .ne of Groceries and Feeds 


I r a d i i i o n 


t<> c o r i a l . ’ 


I In* w r i t e r 
b a s lieu r d 
Col. 
B r o w i i 


r e l a t e in a j o c u l a r w a y . m a n y t i m e s , 
M bat Dr, Alderson said to him one 
evening 
after 
school 
h o u r s : 
“Bro. 
Brown, 
I believe 
I am 
g r o w i n g 
i n 
grace, I have not killed John Mount 
and Henry Porter yet. 
These were 
t w o of bis p o p u l a r pupils. 
; 
Chico and communities about, en- 
1 dared harrying experiences with the 
Indians that made 
raids upon 
tile 
I settlers iit intervals, quite frequently. 
They kndnapped children, scalped and 
murdered people and in some instances 
o b l i t e r a t i n g 
t i m 
e n t i r e 
f a m i l y 
a s 
a 
i result of one of their raids an entire 
j family was murdered; and his fami­ 
ly was buried in a wagon bed near 
Chien. Coffins were not available, cas­ 
kets unheard of and ii wagon lied was 
the best make shift, no lumber was 
available closer than Dallas, Texas, 
j 


( bien was an interesting commtini- I 
ty center in the early days. Jt was a l 
stop for 
the 
wagon 
trains, 
buffalo j 
trade 
wagons 
iind 
the 
Butterfield 
Trail, an continental mail route t r a ­ 
versing the country from flu* east to! 


t h ' ' 
w e s t , s k i r t e d 
t h e t o w n . 
C o n g r e s s 


{,P P i ' s p r i n t e d 
a 
s t a g g e r i n g a m o u n t 
I i 
think $3,000,000.00) of money to es- 


t ;i b Iish t h e B u t t e r f i e l d t r a i l . T h e m a i l 


t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
o f 
all 
k i n d s 
w a s 


c a r r i e d o v e r t h i s r o u t e t o l a r g e r t o w n s 


:| 1 'I 
eit ies. 
by 
ol d 
( A n c o n ! 
tSfago 


( ' o u c h e s d r a w n b y a n i m a l s . Ti,,. r o U p, 


w a s s t u d d e d 
by s t o p s a n d 
r e l a y stu 


tim es 
w h e r e 
t h e y 
k e p t 
a 
c h a n g e 
o f 


h o r s e s a n d 
m u l e s . 
I h i s 
old 
t r a i l 
is 


■ 1 1 v i s i b l e w e s t o f ( ' b i o * a n d t w o r e - 


l;l> 
M o t i o n s 
a r e 
in 
e v i d e n c e 
on 
t h e 


r n n e h 
n o w o w n e d 
bv 
it. 
L e e M o r r i s , 


a n d 
c o n t i g u o u s 
to 
t h e Lf lf Ii 
h i g h w a y ' . 


I b i s ti ail 
w a s l a i d <nif o v e r a eo n ii- 


t r y o t t e r i n g t h e l e a - t 
r - s i - t a m e . a m i 


I h e st a I i o n s sit iiahMl w b e r e u a f e r w a s 


a v a i l a b l e . 
No b r i d g e s on 
t h e s t r e a m s . 


a ad d u r i n g lim 
I 
I 
t i m e s t h e a n i - ' 


m a l - 
w e r e 
m a d e lo -w i:n 
t h e 
r i v e r s , 


•a c h e s 
en 
oil h e r 


t l m i r j o u r n e y 
lo 
M r . 
C l i f f o r d 
\ 


Wise Abstract Co. 


Has Fine Record 


The Miso Coonily 
Abstract 
office 
was established in j.sTs 
'I his office 
lias a complete set of records dating 
hack t<» its organization. These rec­ 
ords include those that the originals 
"crc burned in tim eourt bouse. Aceu- 
j rate records and inst lament- on prae- 
ficnll.v 
every price of property and 
••'•TV 
transaction 
Unit has 
taken 
l’h-H c can be found in I iii-, office. ’I lie 
abstract plant is brought up i<, late 
daily from the files and records of 
tin? county and district court of Wise 


< 'm inty. 


I 
Air. J. ti. Sellers, owner of the Wist© 
( ounty Abstract office, has been in 
tile real-esxate and abstract business 
• or 
thirty-five years. He 
first 
op- 
! erated and worked 
with 
the Hose 
Brothers Abstract co. and in order to 
get their books ami records he bought 
them out. A little biter lie bought out 
the Wise County Abstract Co. which 
is the oldest business in Wise County. 
Mr. Sellers is 
licensed 
to deal in 
oil leases and royalties and is able 
to give quick, accurate service in real- 
estate, farm properties, and rentals 
as well as the royalties and oil leases. 
— ................ 
-o( lo 
— -------- 


K. LEK MORRIS 


President of First Bank of Chico 


From the looks of things, Mary and 
Melhurn 
are getting pretty 
thick!. 
Could it la* because Mary doesn’t like 
to stay at home 


j|H !:■ 1 1 11 1 1 nm 
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financed by an institution North of 
I lie Mnson-Dixon Line. The Butter­ 
field Trail had a unique and interest­ 
ing curly history, ai:*' efforts are now 


WESALUTE... 


being made to nm 
make it a Nation:!! 
East to tin* West 
< 'ideo was made \'j 
Butterfield 
Trail 
lion from .yid Im a* 
I rue! I 
wa - cie* ie 
AI ilene Wes;. 
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THE WISE COUNTY MESSENGER 
I 


In Celebrating the Anniversary of Its I 
Sixty Years in Serving the Public of 
■ 
Wise County 
■ 
and 
■ 
MR. C. I. CHRISTIAN 
I 
On the ( ompletion of His New Funeral ? 
Home. May Both Institutions Continue ? 
tar V alliable Service to the People ? 
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Congratulations (’. 
CHRISTIAN < ii 
the Opening of 'y our Beautiful .Nev, 
Funeral Home. Here’s Luck Carl . , . 
Serving Chico and Its Trade Area Wit Ii 


A Complete Line of 
H A R D W A R E & F U R N I T U R E 
o . u , 
BASS 
Funeral Directors 
Chico 
Texas 


a reel 


;M on tim W< st and Ne w 
,„-k 


I ii st 
T im Id c o r f a i d lim* Peat 


1 oui.' :» 
few h o u rs, a n d w iie n 
• vc 
f on ch 
* Kl t p p d 
th e 
m a i n 
•f Sat; 
J r a m isc,.. I h e r e w a s a 


ar. af 
d e m o n s ! ra I ion a n d 
celehruti<>n ; 
bells ra n g , h o r n s l>l**w ii a d f lag s flew 
!<nd limn ii lid w olm ti i * >.i o i < cd. Ii j- ,,, 
f,i‘ rein* j,,! ,*rcd. al t h a t tim e, t h e r e w a s 
•>o 
m e a n s 
of 
e.Kiunuiiieat ion, 
. \ e c p t 
by mail, a n d no im* k n e w w h a t tim.* 
>" expect 
cilia.I- 
th o s t a g e co ac h , or 


lh*' s t e a m boat 
H o w d i f f e r e n t 
tod ay 
:|,V mea tis of t r n n - p o r t a t i o n a n d m m - 
m ti11ic a t io i l ! 
I isc 
st a tie 
c o ac h 
Wins 
aw a r d c d s i ooh co f,,r j!s N ictor.v. B u t 


" U;ls n e v e r k n o w n bow 
m a n y l m r-- 
cs a n d m u le s w e r e put out of c o m m i s 


rn in m; king t iii- u n p r *cideiited co:i- 
lcst. 
I be ( i\ iI 
W a r di.-copt inue d 
th e 
I >n ? tor t ioii) 
i rail 
on 
accoil iii 
of 
tin* 


S*.nth,-rn 
Stat**- 
c o n f i s c a t i n g 
iii*. 


o 
v governim 
. 
ne ss im - • .* inr i b u t c s t*. i 
d e l rn .y s Gip 
p v p e n - , s s , , 


pit rp or i iou I *: i hoi r a n ii na 
iuf-iI ess. 
A l t h o u g h an a- 
m ut na I 
com* *rn. Its .-in* 
sn id ac* I 
a m i 
rn* 
(dea mu 
w it Ii mon* ( Jiccrful a lid Ii 
cii i/.ens c a n he 
f o u n d a ny 
th e g a l e s of t h e city 
a n 
I be p ubl ic w it bout p r i c e o 


11 
of 


of 


:1 u *! 
I 


he oily, 
vol u im 
-• •» ti I *‘I ii 
s a r c h a r d 
little city. 
.-ii s p i r i te d 
W he re : ami 


"belied 
to 
' h i n d r a n c e . 


n 
f f i f ? a 


a rn I y o u a r e i n v i t e d to com.*. 


UP 
con: 


AI es.-enger 
ra I ii I ii»* 


on 
its 


' d'diKiP-Pi ; 
I!.** B u t t e r f i e l d T r a i l we 


;i 'pl 
t h is 
h a d ing newspap** 
hest w i s h e s f o r it- sue***.-- i 
/•••ti - of ( 'hi. *i. M ia* ' V is e < < 
s e n d e r h a s dom* m o r e fo r lh 
ing of \\ jse < A u n t y I l m n any 
■! : tit ion of its k i n d in ! iris . 
it 
h a s 
! la* la malic! ion 
of . 


t h e 
W 
i - 
e 
C l O I H ! , 


(‘•'Uh 
a n n i v e r s a r y . 
h a - 
lim 


all cit i - 
it \ 
Mes- 


iipic i I<I - 


It lier it! - 
I m y and 


r cut i I .* 


iA!1. 
*V s , 
I '* * * I love a r e hen* . , . b r i g h t a n d new a n d r e a d y to 
;* 
‘‘'b’ih* • c c sun* lo b r i n g t h e m to -c e l o y ln n d . . . a n d re- 
m Mll‘ "'I' t hat 
M ' d - e s La vc t h e i m . - i 
e o m p l e i e -e le ctio n ;,t 
t h e lowest 
p r ice s 
i n 
I *> *i at nr. 
j 


■ 
** 
A *A < 
4 
4* 
I 
U V V 
A* 


I A 
w* b% 
t j* rn 


i v IL# 
Im I # 
rn H i i i Ifag Si a 
- 
CM 


- 
I OI 
-• t - \J I lo 


F-f IRV 
I It t . 4 
•' ' 
.. . ..... ^ . 
lr 
) 
a i l (J; : • 
ti 
sd Id 


t* 


r p 
f i r 
i 
\ ' I ’ . 
I. 
/ a 
i 
, 
. 
lo VvorK vvun c ik i 
tdc ...atin311s of I 


HST 


I I 
pel 
, ii! , O 
jr I ^ , D 
* 
YA 


t 
u 
a 
i i tJ 1 Laij t 
i 
is 
Lob b 
e 
v 
i 
l 
in Upeianoii, 
lf ’I* j 
w w 
» 
1 
1'”^% 


i u t i r e a c . Vt i I i a v t 
i n I t. e P a c t , 


»,<' 
IL, 


7 W a ° 
\ I C k J 'C i v 
n 
t 
h 
e 


I V 


(Unincorporated) 
/^1 • 
rn 
Lhico, iexas 


i i f* n 
r 
\ h s 
U K , ' V L . U o 
b 
i J 


VI ZI K w 
I I-A 
i ¥ i n i \ L i A l i i 
im Help \ on To .. . 
iUV a \r\ m~wn 
I VA 


, 
, M‘ry A-'"- 
n ;;'1!1 n , , w - <“ 
t h " 'Ivetitn O f h o m e ow n e r - 
‘ 
V (* 
! i'« 
p l a n s , o r g a n i z a t i o n , m a t e r i a l s a m ! f i n a n - 
H - s o i i n v s I*, h e l p y o u a l t t in* w a y . W h a t f i n e r * l i r i s t n i a s g i f t c o u l d 
MKI of (c r y o u r l o x e.| o n e s t h a n - ~ a h o m e of t h e i r o w n f o r a l l t h e y e a r s 


A 
V 
A 


• R. LEE MORRIS, President 
Official Family 


A. T. Morris - Mark Marshall - W. H. Tallant - Nora Gill - Evie Blackmon 


Ask Us For Plans and Estimates 


v 
■* 
❖ 


C. D. SHAMBURGER LUMBER CG.' 


(Incorporated) 'I 
HUGH BREEDLOVE, Manager 
Phone 182 
Phone 163 
Decatur, Texas 
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Stream lined Zephyr Show s P rog-ess of Fort Worth A nd Denver 


N early sixtv y e a rs o f progress ex- 
Today, (ho same round-trip can be mond-stacked locomotive symbolized 
I 
. 
i 
I, bv old No 8, the 
Fort Worth 
and Den- 
eniplified by t ile little smoke puffmg, 
made in less than one hour in each 


diamond-stacked locomotive capped by 
direction, for only .$1.50 
and in some 
the br as s caille on flu* s an d dome, emu- of the finest railroad cquip muui in the 
pared to file lileaming stainless steel world. 
st r ea m lin e r, the mo de rn T e x a s Zcpli.vr. 
\b»ng with the growth et Jieeatnr to 
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I lie 
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ere.a I i im 
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m-eat 
t r a d e , 
r a t t l e 
a n d 
a n r h n l t u r a l 


: i fen 
t h a t is n p i a I 
to a n y 
in I lie l a n d . 
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11 p e 11 i ll ii 
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a n d 
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in 
Hie 
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Q. W h a t h a i r s t y l e i s 


a t t r a c t i v e f o r d a n c i n g ? 


A. 


o f course you’re getting excited a8 


the holiday season approaches, but 


how will you fix your hair? Let us 


show 
you our scrapbook of new 


coiffures. 
I ts 
easy 
for 
you 
to 


i boose .uni ca v for our expert **p- 


I rtitors tit create, I nine in! 


to erect a building on and 
tin* 
lot 
where 
the 
church now 
stands 
was 
purchased and a tabernacle w as built 


n i l 
i t. 
i 
The first pastor that was called to 
the ch u rch a fte r its m oving to tow n 
wits R e v . S c o t t 
H i c k e y , w h i c h w a s u n 
, 


j I let o i . e r 
l a t h . , 
i tlg'.l, 
* 
I 
B ro th e r G ilbert W ilson w as called \ 
to th e ch u rc h as its second 
p asto r * 
mi .January I. I bdl!. Grot lier Raymond , 
H ouse w as called as th e third pasto r * 
of the ch u n ii, he was followed by 
* 
Hey. Scott WI. Hickey. 
j, 
T h e p re se n t pastor, Kev. Loys Mess, * 
.whs called to th e church March 12th., , 
15)35). Since Brother N ess has been pas- ' 
tor of this church they have built a < 
new brick Tabernacle, and at the pre- I 
sen t tim e th e m em bership is 
about ' 
five hundred. 
, - 
---------------------- 0< to— 
---------------- 
i ; 
Hickory Plains Once 
Considered As A 
Name for Slidell 


The town of Slidell was not estab­ 
lished until about 1887. 
Before this 
time 
there 
were 
several 
different 
schools taught in or around the pre­ 
sent site of tile town. 
The f i r s t school was the Cogburn 
School. Mr. Cogburn, a notable citi­ 


ze n 
l u n k 
u p o n 
h i m s e l f t h i s g r o a t 
r e ­ 
sponsibility 
to 
try to give the chil­ 


d r e n u n c d u e a t ion. T h e r e 
w « r e m a n y 


I n d i a n s 
at 
t h i s 
t i m e so 
t h e c h i l d r e n 
had l i t t l e chance for an e d u c a t i o n . H e 
taguht the school iii ins own home, 
and had about 
fifteen pupils, five be­ 
in- 
|) | - , \vn 
c h i l d r e n . T h e y b a d 
f e w 


Rooks, b u l t h e y w e r e t a u g h t f r e e . This 


wats a h o l d 
I s bk 
About 1842. during the C ivil Wbr. 


I Rn p e o p l e R a d to b u i l d a t o r t t o r p r o ­ 
tection against the Indians. The fort 


x\’;is o n e m i l e s q u a r e a n d c o n t a i n e d a 


b l a c k s m i t h s i m p a n d a m il l. T h e g o v ­ 
ernment furnished money for this fort. 
II w a - l o c a t e d a b o u t e i g h t m i l e s nor ! Ii 
of what is now Slidell on Blocker. A 
man by the name of Blocker built the 
fort, lienee it was called Fort Block­ 
er. 
S c h o o l 
w a s 
Reid 
i n s i d e the tort. 


I,ii,. i Ro 
I d l e r s s t o o d g u a r d on 
J he 


o u t s i d e . 
A m o n g 
t h e 
p u p i l s 
o f 
t h i s 


s c h o o l 
w e r e 
F o g h o r n s . 
S h i g o g s . 
a n d 


I p.-, r m e r s : a l s o M rs. S a l i h ' P r u e t t w im 


r e s i d e d a t S l i d e l l . 
) 
-| j),. n e x t 
s c h o o l c o n d u c t e d w a s t h o 


G r e g o r y S c h o o l , f r o m Is; ,- p . I ss - a n d 


tin* 
Rn i Id i im w a " 
a N o 
u s e d 
t o r 
a 


c h u r c h . 
I I ie I i rs I I en cl ie) 
.1 - M i . \ \ ii 


I in ins. a n d h i s - a l a r y 
w a s t w e n t y do t 


l;, r - ,a n m n ’ Ii. 
I la- b u i l d i n g w a - b e n o ti 


[c, 
m e a a s 
ti' a la r n - ti re p l a c e 
w lib ii 


n a - c o n - I a net i d o! d i r t a n d - i n k - . I lie 


w i n d o w s h a d etily - b u t t e r s . 


Ii 
w a s 
;i I it iii I 
I s s 7 
t h a t 
t h e 
I i r>t 


I s c h o o l w a s I a tm h! at 
I lie p r e s e n t >iie 


()f 
S lidel l* 
t h a t 
b e i n g 
t h e 
t i m e 
t h e 


tow a w a s I 'o u m h ti 
i h e re 
w a s a c o m i u u u i l y 
i n 
B d 


M u n c y s 
fi e l d . 
c o n t a i n i n g 
a 
f e w 
d w e l l i n g s 
a n d 
s t o r e s . 
11 it Ivory 
P l a i n s 


w 
1s 
Hi c 
f i r s t 
n a m e 
c o n s i d e r s ! 
f o r 


t h i s s e t t l e m e n t , h u t 
a s t h e r e w a s a l ­ 


r e a d y a c o m m u n i t y by t h i s m i m e t h e 


p e o p l e decided to move to t h e present 
*■"’ ................ 
. 
-■ iw ... I mace of Slidell, and named it Slidell 
d a m , - . , t l l l i s t 
I t ,t i " . «t 
t f 
• - 
J 
.............. w h „ „ m. t i , ™ .. n-si.l.Mit 
h a s b e ™ in oxtstem e f o r mow ““ he com m unity. 
, 
j , J 


(Slidell has grown and m ade much 
progress since it has been established, 


a n d it is a c r e d i t to those farsighted 


w h o e s t a b l i s h e d 
it. 
W i s e C o u n t y 
j- 
h a p p y 
I-, 
cia im 
Ibis 
p r o g r e s s i v e 


. t o w n . 
oOo- 


The bachelor makes over his girl 


and as a married man he is made over 


completely by same. 


Critic says that a competent revue 


chorus must 
ha vc understanding. Is 


this the same as underpinning? 


TO THE WISE COUNTY MESSENGER and 
to those sturdy pioneers who launched the 
development program for Wise County six­ 
ty years ago. We also wish to congratulate 
Mr. C. L. CHRISTIAN upon the completion 
and formal opening of his beautiful new 
Funeral Home. 


T H E N 


The Old Wagon and Team was the most prac­ 
tical means of hauling freight—and horses 
and buggies afforded the only means for 
pleasure outings 


yep. headed by General John A. Un­ 
let) and 
hi- associate", has mn de a 
place for itself in the bright sun of 
\\,.-l .md Northwest Texas, clinia\eil 
bv Hie inauguration this past summer 
,,f ’IVxus' finest 
train". 
tin* 
lexas 


7 ,i p l I V I' ". 
ii,Oso 
sleek 
beauties, 
perfect 
ex­ 
amples of modern era11-manship. and 


o f f e r i n g 
til'' hest 
mechanical safety, 
coinfer! and convenience, streak across 
the 
Texas 
p r a i r ic- nu daily 
vutud- 
trijis between Denver and Fort Worth 
— (Dallas, 
linking 
the 
ureal 
Rockies 
w it ll I lie lieu i t ct 
I cxas. 
yMore than mechanical genius is in­ 
flected < n tile Zephyrs, however, for, 
.|S lh,, 
perfect 
compliment 
to 
theii 
eleunnee. is Un- f r i e n d l y Texas warmth 


ll o w - 


You can fill your car with CONOCO, turn 01 
the radio and enjoy the smoothness of re 
performance as the miles go boy. 
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The Fort 
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til I 
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w lie 
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A n n i - 


1 p, R a v e serve d 


w a r - of t h e m o s t 


DRIVE INTO YO UR 


r 0 N 0 C 0 “MILEAGE MERCHANT 


99 


V 


History of The 
Fundamentalist iiaptist 
Church of Decatur 


I j m in 
inve" t innt ion 
w e 
f i n d 
I h e 


B e t h e s d a 
B a p t i s t 
w a s 
o r g a n i z e d 
p r e - 


v i o n s t o 1s v i "Ii t h a t w o u l d m a k e t h e 


c h u r c h m o r e I b a n t i t t y y c a rs old . 
The Bethesda Church 
(now 
Fun- 


For a Com plete Checkup 


R A Y LAWSON 


W holesale Agent 


Phone 357 
Decatur, Texas 


,v « w 


tur) 
than 
f i f t y n ine y e a r s . 
j The c h u r c h m e t in C a l l S e s s o i n A u g . 


3 r d 
15)25). s e s s i o n c a l l e d to o r d e r by 


B r o . B o u n d s on m o t i o n . M r . D avis w a s 


e l e c t e d m o d e r a t o r pro t e m o n a m o ­ 


t i o n a n d s e c o n d . Th*' c h u r c h v o t e d 
t o 


m o v e t h e B e t h e s d a B a p t i s t C h u r c h o f 


I T e s k c t t c o m m u n i t y to D e c a t u r , t o do- 


a r c h b u i l d i n g to bo us e d 


n i m b l e 
b u i l d i n g 
f o r 
t h e 


a r m i n g 
o n 
t h e 
w o r k of 
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Pat’s Cafe Offers Nice 
Drive In Service 


R ice w a s In lid i a g 


l u r 
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I ('nI 
a nil 


; |- m o d e r a t o r o f I la' 
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m e m b e r s 
a lid 


r I h e c h u r c h . 


S e p t e m b e r 2. F C Y 
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t h a t 
th*' c h u r c h 


l i n d a m e n t a l i s t B a p - 


. c u t i n ', a 
c o m m i t t e e 


-elect 
a s u i t a b l e lot 
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W o r t h 11 in 11 w, 
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F E A T U R I G . . . 


O Y S T E R S 
PREPARED AS YOU LIKE 
Stewed or Fried 
S T A R 
C A F E 
Mrs. (leo. Brown 
Decatur 
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Service Station 
Featuring 
J K Y A G O 
(.as, Oils, (Creases 


TIK ES, 
11 BLS, WASHING, 
UK KASI NG, POLISHING, 
WAXING 


Cafe Service 
FOODS THAT AKE 
T A S T Y 


W D INN I LING 
Service At 
Your Wheel 
A I.OOI) MEETING ANI) 
EATING PLACE 
G O O I) 
( O F F E E 


Modern ( amp 


GOOD BEDS, HOT AND 
( OLD KI NNING WATER 
Warm in Winter 
Cool in Summer 
REASONABLE KATES 
Day, Week, Month 
HOME LIKE ATM OSPHERE 


We are glad of the opportunity of being represented in this An­ 
niversary Edition congratulating Mr. C. L. Christian on his New 
Funeral Home. May we have the privilege of Servnig Wise Coun­ 


ty in the years to come. 


CAFE 
SE R V IC E S T A T IO N 


AND TOURIST CAMP 


Worth Arnette, Prop. 
Decatur. Texas 
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- a n t 
e v e n i n g . 
*:* 
-a im ...................... 
I T. IL Atkins General 
* Merchandise Store 
,>fr. T. 
II. Atkins 
left 
the 
Rio 
X Grande Valley of Texas in January, 
*:* 15)24 arid cam e to W W Bounty to make 


% his home. He went into the grocery 


% business at Slidell. After two years 
*F in ^ ie frt’oeery business 
be 
added 


X i hardware, drygoods and notions. H e 
*t* | now carries a complete line in these 
♦♦♦ I departments. 
'» 
S I 
IMts. Atkins, his wife, has helped 


I him through the years to 
b u ild the 
X business he now enjoys. They feel that 
bv giving quality, service, and fair 
prices as has been their slogan, they 
have always enjoyed a splendid busi­ 
ness from the Slidell trade territory. 
The Atkins’ two 
children, 
Billy 
Jean, a seventeen-year-old daughter, 
and Tom Jr., their twelve-year-old son, 
have helped in the store when they 
were not in school. Bill Jean is now 
aw ay in school. 
(Slidell may justly be proud of this 
large, roomy store with such a large 
stock of quality merchandise to select 


from. 
a 
------------- — oOo 
------ 
r 
There are about 20 species of fly­ 
ing fish in American waters. 


WE CONGRATULATE 
The Wise 
County Messenger 
■ ANI) 
C. L. Christian 
S T O P ! 
FOOLING WITH 


THAT CAR 


E X P E R T R E P A I R S 
That’s Our Business 


At the first sign of trouble—bring your ca 
or truck to us. We have the equipment, rn 
chinery and mechanics, to give you a firs' 
class job. What’s more—we’ll do it prompt! 
and our charges are most reasonable. 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
One Block East of Square 


Decatur 
MERIDIAN GARAGE 


Phone 296 
Texas 


WISE COUNTY MESSENGER 
Hico Founded 
1875, J. I . Brown Sr. 


LUMBER FOR FIRST DWELLING IN 
HICO WAS HAULED FROM DALLAS 


Many Descendants of 
Chico Pioneers Still 
Reside There 


By M argaret Taylor 
The town of Chico, which is located 
(ii the northw estern section of Wise 
County in the Cross Tim ber Regions, 
|vas founded in 1875 by J. T. Brown, 
lr., who established a general m er­ 
chandise store and 
built 
the first 
jewelling house on what is now the 
present site of Chico. The lum ber was 
hauled from Dallas, Texas by wagon 
Ipulled by oxen, It is said that Mr. 
mrown gave the town its name, Chico, 
[after the name of his form er home, 
[Chico, California. It is l>elived that 
[Mr. Brown selected this site for his 
store because several pioneer fam ilies 
were already settled anti established in 
the vicinity and the outlook for a suc­ 
cessful business was good. Some of the 
early families were Cie Mounts, (T a­ 
ils, and Booths, whose descendants 
preside in and around Chien. 
Building and 
improvement 
were 
w and costly. A post office was 
phlished in is is with 'I'. M arriman, 
rather of Mrs. <’. A. W atson, who still 
[ive* in Chico, as postm aster. The mail 
[as brought to Chico 
over a 
Star 
oute from Decatur, Texas. The first 
lection was held in 1876 w ith most 
the voters supporting the Demo­ 
cratic ticket. In a short time several 
tores, a gin, and a mill, w ere in op­ 


eration. The latter two had been built 
by V. K. Edgar, It was about this 
time that the publication of a news­ 
paper was begun. The first paper was 
called The Chico Daily Times, hut The 
Chico Review, now in existence, soon 
took its place. 
The 
foundation 
of 
Chico’s 
fine 
school system was laid in tile spring of 
1875 when tile log house in the pub­ 
lic square was completed. Fifteen pu­ 
pils were enrolled the first year with 
( ’has (J. W |ird as tile first teacher. It 
is needless to say that t Ills log house 
was without modern appliances, fu r­ 
niture, and equipment commonly us­ 
ed in our schools today. 
in 1879 a Masonic Lodge was or­ 
ganize!. and m et in tile upper story 
of tin* new school building. II. D. Mc­ 
Donald was was the first W orshipful 
M aster. In recent years a C hapter of 
the Order of the Eastern S tar has 
been organized. 
The Male and Female Institute was 
] begun in 1890 and completed in 1893. 
j Prof. Haggard was the first Super- 
I In te n d e r of the 390 pupils enrolled. 
] At that tim e tile school was consider- 
: cd the best in North Texas. 
T h e early 
settlers brought 
from 
their native states their religious con­ 
victions which gave rise to the sev­ 
eral churches which are found a t pre­ 
sent in the community. The first Sun- 
I day 
School organized 
was a union 


I one with Ii. I*. Morris as superinten­ 
dent. ’The meeting place was in the 
log 
house 
where 
members 
of 
all 


churches met and developed a spirit 
of true brotherhood. 
Chico has grown to he a prosper­ 
ous town of between 900 and 1,000 pop­ 
ulation and is st ll Rapidly growing. 
The completion of the great Rook Is­ 
land Railway on April 14, 1896, gave 
new life to the prosperity and grow th 
of the town. There are at present over 
thirty business houses in 
Chico as 
well as a large stone crusher plant 
which gives employment to many men. 
Tile country tributary to and adjoin­ 
ing Chico has been occupied by th rif­ 
ty and industrious farm ers. The soil 
has proved to be productive for cot­ 
ton, corn, wheat, oats, hay crops, pea­ 
nuts. and truck crops of various kinds. 
On the whole, our people are progres­ 
sive and are abreast w ith the tim es 
in education, religion, and culture. 


CONGRATULATING 
THE WISE COUNTY MESSENGER 
MR. C. L. C H R I S T I A N 


fcgPicbtfU oft 
rtnfcctStnuice 


We have the equipment, mechanic's and 


experience to do any kind of repairs 


«- ii ta rs ta- I nicks. 
Our Work is 
GUARANTEED 
Authorized Dodge and Plymouth 
S E R V I C E 
“We Know How” 
BILL S REPAIR SHOP 
Gulf Service Station 
Southeast Comer of Square 
Decatur, Texas 


History of Chico School 
By Dorothy Stcph and Doyle Denny 
The Chico school system had its 
j origin 
in tile spring of 1875, when 
j ( ’lias. (J, W ard held a school in a log 
cabin w ith fifteen pupils enrolled. The 
1 building was located across the street 
I from tin* present hotel. Rooks used 
in tile school were tile Bluebuck Spell- 
I cr and one small reader. 
The log school was discarded be­ 
cause it was too muddy and swampy 
I at that location. A two story sand­ 
stone school building was erected on 
tile location now occupied by Mr. Mel­ 
vin Robinson. The second story of tile 
building was occupied by the Masonic 
Lodge. This building was condemned 


J in 1887, and a new school building was 
erected oil the present plot of ground. 
it was a huge fram e structure which 
was known as the Male and Fem ale 
institute. The eo-superintendents were 
Professors Haggard and W itt. Other 
teachers were Misses McDonald, Mc­ 
Clure, Duke, Buchannan, Reason, and 
Moore. 'I lie building being wholly des­ 
troyed by fire in 1911. tile term was 
finished in tim C hristian and Metho­ 
dist elm relies. 
Another building was erected 
at 
the same place in 1812 which was a 
three-story 
brick. 
Mr. 
Henderson 
was the first superintendent to serve 
in that building. The first graduation 
class was beld in lite spring of Isl:} 
with one graduate. Heudcrsmi Smith. 


I i i 
1 922 a 
storm 
partialis 
destroyed 
the building, hut it was readily re­ 
built. The third story of the brick 
building was torn off in 1935, and 
four additional rooms aud a gym nasi­ 
um were erected. These improvements 
were secured til rough the efforts of 
Mr. Bock, who was President of the 
Chico School Hoard at that time. 
Mn 
1938 Knox Fulton contributed 
money for a Home Economics Build­ 
ing, which was beneficial to the home­ 
making students of Chico'IIigh School. 
Recently we have attained a high 
standard 
of 
tw enty-three 
affiliated 
credits with an enrollm ent of 125 pu­ 
pils iii the high school and 225 pu­ 
pils in tile elem entary school. 
'ITie present 
factulty consists 
of 
fourteen teachers under Hie superin­ 
tendency of (I. ( ’. Rann, who is serv­ 
ing his fourth year in th a t capacity. 
Four large 
buses 
are 
operated 
to 
bring in the pupils from the outlying 
communities which have consolidated 
or have contracted wit ii the Chico In­ 
dependent School D istrict. 
( ’Ideo school has always taken an 
active part in Interscholastic league 
and exrta-curricular 
activities. 
The 
first basketball team to be organized 
in the public schools of Wise County 
was found in the Chico school. Many 
achievem ents have been accomplish­ 
ed and many honors have been won 
by the pupils. 


History of Lee College 
By Marietta Epperson 
Much to the wonder of the younger 
generation of Chico, their town once 
boasted of a 
coeducational college. 
The construction of tin* building which 


on the site where tile home of Melvin 
Robinson now stands. The two-story 
sandstone building was completed in 
1879 w ith the college on tile 
first 
floor and a Masonic 
Hall 
on 
the 
second. 
W ith T. J. MjcConnell as the first 
superintendent the Lee College, a pri­ 
vately owned institution, was opened 
to both male and female students. Al­ 
though it was called a college, only 
high school subjects were offered. 
T he building 
was 
condemned 
in 
1887 after which the school was con­ 
ducted for several years in various 
church buildings. 
In 1892 a wooden building was built 
where 
the 
present 
school 
building 
stands, and the college was operated 
under the nam e of the Male and Fe­ 
male Institution. T. J. Haggard was 
the superintendent under the new plan. 
lOn November 3, 1911 the wooden 
building w as destroyed by fire, and 
in 1912 a brick building was erected. 
D uring the sam e year the Male and 
Fem ale Institute was incorporated as 
a part of the Chico High School. 


History of Chico Churches 
By Doris 'league 
A fter Chico was settled more peo­ 
ple began to drift iii to make their 
home. There were many religious peo­ 
ple living in the community and they 
felt there should Im* some plui-e in 
which they could meet to worsltip the 
Lord. Not being enough people to es­ 
tablish churches of each denomina­ 
tion. they met in 1872 and organized 
a Union Sunday School in an old log 
school house located in the center of 
Hie square. The first Sunday School 
Superintendent 
was Brother 
IL 
I*. 
Morris. 
'I hey 
continued 
their worship 
in 
this 
building until 
1873 
when 
the 
members of the several denominations 
started moves to establish churches 
of their own denomination. The Metho­ 
dist Church was the first to organize 
with five members, limier til** leader­ 
ship of Rev. S. S. Cobb. It was locat­ 
ed on the plot of ground where the 
house of Melvin Robinson now stands. 
Iii later years the church site was 
moved and tile present building erect­ 
ed. 
'rile M issionary B aptist Church was 
established in 1876. 
It was organized by the Rev. M. T. 
Byers and J. S. Seminole, with five 
members, 
and its first 
pastor was 
Rev. Thompson. 
i 
The group first met in the front 
I yard of the place where Ben Booth 
i now lives three miles east of Chico. 
Their first church w as built a short 
distance south <»t the present town of 
Chico, and Hie lum ber 
of 
the 
old 
church building was used in building 
the home of Mrs. Seward. This church 
was used for several years until a 
new one was erected about a block 
west of the old one. It has been re­ 
modeled, and an annex has been added. 
The C hristian Church was establish­ 
ed in 1875, and its first pastor was 
Brother Callaway. In 1884 the First 
C hristian Church was organize! with 
Brother Rerkinson as pastor. Some of 
its first members were Ulnclt* Jo Wnt- 
son and his fam ily. 'Pile building is 
still iii use and is located about two 
blocks west of town. 
The Cumberland Presbyterian church I 
was organize! in 1897 
with 
forty 
members. Their building was located 
on the Barrick land iii tin* southwes­ 
tern part of ( ’bleo. T heir first pas­ 
tor was G randfather Gregory, and J. 
T, Brown, Sr., was the first Super- ; 
inteiuleut of the Sunday School. 
Iii later years, shortly after the 
building had been remodeled, ii was 
destroyed by a storm. A new building 
was erected on the original site. 
The Church of C hrist was organ-! 
ized in 1939, but the memlier were not 
fortunate enough at the tim e to build 
a church. They m et and held their 
services oil the second floor of the 


I 


Congratulations C. L. Christian On 
Your New Funeral Home 
We Serve and Sell 


M A G N O L I A P R O D U C T S 


Featuring 
MOBI LOIL and M 0 B 1 L G A S 


We Use Taxi Pumps 
BLUFORD WALKER S 


SERVICE STATION 
Across From the Bank 
Decatur, Texas 


II 
|I| 
I 


AT YOUR SERVICE... 
—Complete Drive In Cafe— 
PLATE LUNCHES - - - DINNERS 
TASTY SANDWICHES 
STEAKS - - SHORT ORDERS 
HOME BAKED PIES AND PASTRIES 
We are proud of the 
ma n y friends and 
customers we enjoy. 
May we continue to 
have the pleasure of 
serving you? 


* 
y 


3 - W A Y 
C A F E 
Open All Night 
On The “Y” 
Decatur, Texas 


T 


Bass Building. In the past few m onths 
under (la* leadership of several deter­ 
mined and am bitious members a new 
church building has been erected. 
-------- oOo-------- 


FR W K LIV S REMEDY FOR (O LDS 


Benjamin F ranklin's rule for w ard­ 
ing off bad colds and sore throats was 
to "keep the head cool, the feet warm, 
and the bowels open.” To this excel­ 
lent rule should lie added the im por­ 
tant items of sleeping and working in 
the fresh air, and avoiding becoming 
chilled by w earing sufficient clothing. 
Since bads colds are the usual fore­ 
runners of the catching diseases, the 
prevention of colds is im portant iii 
keeping well during the winter months. 
—Dr. IL E. W ashburn in the P ro ­ 
gress! ve Fa ruler. 


( AKE OF VOI R RANGE 


A good range deserves proper care. 
Daily wiping w ith a soft cloth and 
soapy w ater and special cleaning a t 
least once a week are necessary. T he 
trays beneath Hie burners should be 
deep and large enough to hold any 
spilled liquids. 
Spilled food 
in 
th e 
oven and drip pan of the broiler are 
easiest to clean if done as soon as th e 
oven is cool.—The Progressive Farm er. 
---------------- oOo---------------- 
HADN T THOUGHT OF THAT 


Customer—I ’ve worn these calfskin 
shoes only two m onths—land just look 
at them. 
Salesman—My 
dear 
madam, 
you 
m ust remember the calf had already 
worn th at five months, making seven 
m onths’ wear. Wjhieh is very good, I 
think.—The Progressive Farm er. 


C O N G R A T U L A T I N G 
■ ■ 


The Wise County Messenger 
Upon Their 60th Anniversary 
—And— 
Mr. C. L. Christian 
Upon the Formal Opening of the 
New Funeral Home 
T H E 
S I G N 
of 
S A F E T Y 


T H E 
S I G N 
of 
E C 0 N 0 M Y 
For Real Service 
— 
S e e — 
COMMINGS GULF STATION 


Phone 
2 6 5 
West Main St. 
Decatur 


i% «*♦ ♦% ♦% * j 
CONGRATULATING... 


The Wise County Messenger 


Upon Their 60th Birthday 
And C. L. Christian 


On Their New Funeral Home 


EVERY DAY 
RIGHI UP TO 
NEW YEARS 
WILL BE A 
SPECIAL VALUE 
DAY 
AT P A R R ’ S 
FO O D MARKET 
Yes 
C A L L 
^ 
213 
D e live r 


RIGHT on The CORNER 


RIGHT on Q U A L I T Y 


RIGHT on P R I C E S 


j 
PARR GROCERY 
| 
Southwest Corner of Square 


WIRE COT ’N TY MUSSEN! ITCH 


Lester’s Market Is 
Rural Electrification 


Choice of Greenwood Started Here in 1935 


By K. B. Tenney 
May 11, 1035, by an executive or­ 
der signed by President Franklin I). 


K. I). Lester, having faith in Wise 
County and Greenwood came bere in 
September of Ibis year from Goman-J 
che, Oklahoma and bought out the J.j 
P. Truitt Grocery at <Ironwood. He Roosevelt, 
tile 
Rural 
Electrification 
bas 
rest 
I 
and 
rearranged 
ll”' 
\dminist rat iou wa- created 
to initi- 
store considerably and has enjoyed 
formulate, administer and super- 
a steady increase in business. 
^ 
^ 
rn... of 
groved projects 
Mr. Lester carries a complete line 
of gnu-orb s. 
foods, tlour. frosh aud 
cured meats, notions, and fruits. He 
buys produi o and .-ream and 
keeps^ 
this department 
open e\cr\ 
dux 
in 
tho week. 


Boyd Has Big 


Lumber Yard 


w it I, r, j >,■< t 
t,, t ho g. Hora t ion. 
t r n n s - 


m iss ii iu 
a n d 
d i-! rib u ti o n 
o f 
clot t rh- 


en erg y 
in ru ral a r r a s . 


\ o \ 
. I T . 
I Ohs. 
a 
< ba rtor xx a s g r m i t - 


A ,; . ti n . T o \ a s to t h e W iso E l e i - 


f c i r 
( 'or t ICI a t i 
o . 
I no.. 
o1 
I Ma ti I 111'. 


I , \;is. 
vv 
oat n at a ll y kn ow ii 
a s T e x ­ 


as sn W'i-o 
I• . •!' w o r o pr op ar o d . sont 


111 \\ ti -Itiical on. a p p r o x . ,1 .and < " Is l r u c ­ 


tion :n • 11 lit ll \ s t a r t o d ab ou t S e p t e m b e r . 


!<i ; i 
T h i s -o rti o n c o m p r i s ' d TTI m i l e s 


o \ c r a 
l a r g e pert ion o f W j s o 
' '**nut \ 


ii III I 
s e r v e d 
P . " 
IIH nil iei*s. 
B y 
I lee.'111- 


T h . * 
Ii 
I 
S p . - i n <t a u d 
I «i. 
h a s o p - 
b e r . 
I I . :t 
f e w 
fa ill c r s 
xx e r e 
r e c d \ - t 


«* 1. 111*. I 
Mig 
. - l e e ! rh* 
m I** j (•( x 
id 
B y 
l e t u u a r y , 
in 
pi i >x .1 
f o r 
appl". • v i m 
H o l y 
.{Ii 


\ o n r s 
n m 
o r 
t h e 
S l i m e 
i i\X h oi s B i p . 
P H O 
i b i s 
• l i s t 
vc, •i i« ■ ll 
Xx a s 
< o | 11 ] ll et - 


d e r 
«•■ Mist m e t i o n 
'I b o r e 
l m x 
B e e n 
v,.\ cl' 11 
* j f f o r e l i t 
i ii. 
T i l t I e 
s 
U"X\- 
ti!. 


m a t i n g * 
ill! ill” 
Mi iv 
iii n e 
i III ll 
s | \ 
"P. 
s e . I i o n 
o f 
; 1 1111 i t i o a a I 
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y e n r*> :i 
XX ll* ll 
\ v . 
I; 
Hi , i n . M i o 
Ji r e - 
m i l e s in 
W i vt 
a rn I 
M ■ ll: ;i ” U e M o u n t i e s , 


s e n t 
I, «I I I «I _ e r 
t o o k 
o v e r 
M v. 
11 xi i, 
xx Bu ll 
xx iii 
vt•r V o 
I IIIIX n i m t e l X 
2.ill 


(■l i mo 
f r o m 
1 1 11 Bb: j r d . 
iii 
H i l l 
i ' . u n i t y , 
a d d ii b u n d 
Ii e i n l i . - r s 


ixx- B e i n g w o r k e d 
\\ h e r e 
h e 
I m. ] 
B e e n 
e n I pl . . y o d 
Bx 
M it- 
A I Iii rd s 
< t i o n i- 
n 


s m i l e 
r 'Ult ii n y 
t I• I et* 
\ en 
u p 
a n d 
in* ■ m b e r C t ii >v 
ii r e 
B e i n g 
r e - i 


’I II iv 
nj is I, \ 
f u rn iv Im S 
pi 'i: v 
m i d 
c . ■ i x <-I! 
I "S' 
a n 
ad* lit 
I Ilia I 
IOO 
III'lies 


o s t i r n : 1 1o s f o r m i x 
B u i l d i n g 
o r 
e i n o d e l - 
in W i s e a n d 
M o n t . i i fu* 
• ' o l m ! i f s . 


j u g 
jot 
xx 
t h o u ! 
e o v ( . 
n m I 
U n •x 
w o r k 
A t 
i b i s 
. a n i m i 
11* 
M i n e 
" ' n 
m e m - 


xx it ii 
;I 11 
I h e i r 
e l I s i , i m e Iv 
Bx 
h e l p i n g 
ti. : - h i p im-I 
u le v a g ! i< Il i t u r a l a n d d a i r y 


t h o r n t 
• m i x 
IX j >i 
l f B 
I I ll I-, ■ i I IV 
s c h o o l s , 
el ll Bs, 
g a r 
til hi i n g j ir o b 
I a r m o r s , 
< ll ' I I ’ IU 


l o i n . 
a n 
a i r 
b o a 


M o i i. a n d <*. 


e 
o 
n 
. 
a Ii 


l i n n e t ei 


I ii 
p u m p i n g 
> t a 


. it In -------- 
o u s t < a n e r s . 


G B n 
I a 
l i m . xx.- h e m ­ 
v o n 
l i k e A l ­ 
T h i s , o o | e r a I i » . as 
a r e a l l IL F. A. 


xi n d 
-v 
e n 
I 11(■ X 
(..... if 
d o xx a 
e v e r y 
I 
ioj iei*;i ti x e v. 
iv 
a 
•lie 
<*. ' O p t ‘r a t i x e . 


n 
i 
g 
h 
t 
. 
'I h e 
ll I* * 111 h e 
v ol'g.'U I iz< i, 
B o r r o w 
m o n e y 


WE A P P R E C IA T E ... 


The business we get from Wise County. Be­ 


ing a native of W ise County, we want you to 


know that we feel very kindly toward this 


section. 


B 
L 
O 
W 
B 
Y 
S 


EAT. DRINK AND BE MERRY 
/ 


FIRST ANI) LAST CHANCE ON THE 
WAY IN ANI) OUT OF FOHT WORTH 


SY L H A R D W I C K 


C I .E A N I N ( i . . . P Ii E S S I N <i 


T 
A 
I 
L 
O 
R 


MEN’S ANI) LADIES SUITS 
CORRECTLY TAILORED 
Delivery Service 
Telephone ll 


C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S T O 


THE WISE COUNTY MESSENGER 
MR. C. L. CHRISTIAN 
TAKE A TIU FROM OLI) SANTA 


F o r h o l i d a y d e s s e r t s that really o i l i e r • . 
W H I. t h o r n s just o n e th in g , 
j , I 
( ' H E A M 
A N D L A K E . - 
S a n t a k n o w s ! You 'll f i n d tho liigbost 


((Utility Wo c r e a m at G R K F N S an d t h o w i d e s t 
-Ho .-t hm o f f l a v o r s in 


t o w n , t o o ! 
Frank (ireen’s 
BAKERY and CONFECTIONERY 
West Side of Square 
I)ecatur 


from the govornim rd and actually own 
the It. E. A. lines. The membership 
foe is only $ 5 .0 0 and for their $">.00 a 
member will eventually own approxi­ 
mately one-third mile of lino. Tim rate 
lie is now paying covers the cost o f : 
electrical energy delivered to him. the: 


cost of operation, maintenance, inter­ 
est on loan aud enough to pay off the 
debt due the government in approxi- j 
mutely twenty years, Such profits as j 
may accrue can only Im used to pay | 
off the debt or decrease the coat of the 
electrical service. 
The Rural Electrification Adminis- j 
Galion through direct contact 
with' 
electrical 
manufacturers bas greatly j 
reduced the price of electric a1 i 'anti­ 
fat u r e r s bas greatly reduced the price 
rf electrical equipment. For ex im pie 


t h e i nst of m i l k .-.Milers r a n I r o m >200 
tit Ship. each. These coolers were built 


f o r ti dairy of ten cows or more. Now. 
under the Group Purchase plan, a two- 


, ow 
f a r u m r 
li m y 
o b t a i n 
a 
c o o b a - 
I o t ­ 
as low as $7o.OO. Equipment that fits 
the farmers’ necessities is mw being 


m m i n f n e i ti re d a n d at a p r i e r t lie la r u l ­ 


e r s c a n a f f o r d 
A s a n o l i a n 
e x a m p l e . 


jilt a l l - p u r p o s e " 
r e f r i g e r a t o r cai: 
n o w 


1.., n h t a i t m . l 
f o r $ I •”>•">.< ><'. c o n i v a ' c n t 
to 


, it.r t h a t p re y i ot ts ly cos t $.’><H1 OO. 
Unfortunately we find that when 


Mn. f a r m e r first 
re ceives e le ct ri c s e r ­ 


vice 
he U S S 
t h i s 
f o r 
li gh ts am i 
ta 


111., unly o r imssil>Iv h i s xx ifc m a y lmx e 


jill 
e l e c t r i c iron. Our r a t e s 
a r e $2 .4 5 


f u r t i m f i rs t 2 5 k w h . o r 0 .ve I” ' K W d l . 


t h e n e x t 25 NUJ! 7.5c per K W H . t h e 
Next 5o K WH. 
LO.- per KU H. r.e. 


\ 11 w 
ii s c p 
h I yr Ii 
f o r just 
l i g h t s a n d 


r a d i o 
I Ie h a s o f c o u r s e min h h o t t e r 


a ml 
m o r e » olive!: hail 
light jug 
a n d 
h e 


<11ics not 
h a v e to fool xx itll a s t o r a g e 


B a t t e r y f o r h i s r a d i o . H o w e v e r , h e h a s 


not 
a c t u a l l y 
s a v e d 
a n y 
a p p r e c i a b l e 


i j|j.i. pi 
ii<• \ 1 111 ■ 
to 
i n c r e a s i n g 
hi s 
i n ­ 


c o m e. 
B y u s i n g ele otri.-al e q u i p m e n t to r e ­ 


d u c e 
tin- 
a m o u n t 
<>1 
la hor 
a n d 
g i x e 


ii i in nu q-e ' i i i ” ' to d e v oi e lo i Heron sod 


pm dr,ct ion 
Im 
c a n 
c m 
h i s 
o v c r - a ll 


c o s t 
ot 
e l e c t r i c a l 
e n e r g y 
to 
a 
r a t e 


c o m p a r a b l e 
t o 
t h a t 
now 
o b t a i n e d 
in 


l a r g e ci t i es . 
Ii 
is t h e r e f o r e n e c e s s a r y 


f o r t h e 
f a r m e r 
t o 
l e a r n 
to u s e c h a ­ 


t i - p i t v at 
a 
c o s t 
ol 
I> 
p e r 
h o u r 
t 1 * 


lid t h e l a b o r o f ole* I natl 
t h a t 
w o u l d 


diist 
h i m 
25 c 
t o ho c 
p e r 
h o u r . 
I b i s 


n a t u r a l l y 
t a k e s 
t i m e 
<>n 
all 
p r o j e c t s 


I,ul 
w e 
a r e 
g e t t i n g 
a 
c o n s t a n t I > 
i n ­ 


c r e a s i n g 
c m d a n d I a nim!-; a r e r e a l i z ­ 


in g 
i b o 
m a n y bene; its t h a t 
a r e 
now 


a v a i l a b l e d u e lo i b m s«Tx iee. 


Girl Scout Member­ 


ship Made in 1940 


Wise County Land 


Utilization Project 


Making Progress 


D e c a t u r s T r o o p No. 


S c o u t s of 
A m e r i c a 
xvii: 


Na I Bum I 
I l e a d . p m H er s 
in March, 1040. 
T h e r e 


I 
o f t he Girl 


r e g i s t e r e d 
at 


in 
N e w 
5 o rk 


w e r e 
sex era i 


meet jugs p r i o r to that d a t e hilt 
s o m e 


I Mum 
w a s 
s p e n t 
in 
g e t t i n g o r g a n i z e d 


i b e f o r e a pp I iou t ion tor m e m b e r s h i p w a s 


m a d e . T h e r e a r e n o w 
th i r t y 
m e m b e r s . 


U Bi d i 
a r e 
dix ided 
in to 
t o u r 
pat n il s 


a n d e a c h 
p a tr o l 


r e s p o i i s i Blo tor t 
make Each girl 


foot 
lest a n d em 


i in second c l a s s 
to have s e v e r a l 
fore we re-reg is 
I 
A c t i v i t i e s 
in 
and interesting. 


n ec es si t y 
ot 
»”> 


Bigot her. 
x a riel 


j J m a k i n g , h e l p f u l 


I; I h ii f t, 
p e r s o n a l 


1 j I ion 
f o r 
ot her s. 


I cr es t in o u l d o o i 


I s w i m m i n g , etc. 
Any girl from twelve 
to 
sixteen 
years of age is eligible for Scouting 


nile! xx e s h o u l d he g l a d for a n y o n e who 


w a n t s to join. 
[Our thanks lo Ila* Local Lions Club 
who made it possible tor us to ha\e 
a Girl Scout organization. 
— ................... el lo —...-..........— 
WINDOW FLOWERS 


Try window garden plants for win-J 
tor cheer. Nasturtium seed may b e1 


(ms a leader who is 


I I* p r o g r e s s lier girls 


h a s passed her tender- 
!) is well i-n her way 
u nk. It is our desire 
First H 'ass Scouts be 


t e r in Ma n il. 
Scouting are varied 
'! he girls lea rn 
t In* 
operation 
in working 


is 
phases 
o f 
home- 
U ir st A i d s u g g e s t i o n s . 


g rooming, o.msidera- 
atid they develop Di­ 
sports such as hiking, 


The Gross Timbers Land Utilization 
Project 
located in Wise County in­ 
cludes approximately 175.000 acres of* 
which 14,(HK) acres have been purchas-1 
od to date under Title III of tho Hank- 1 
head-.Tones Act, tieing represented by 
farms which 1,0 vc been deaf toyed by 
erosion for agricultural purposes. 
yr he 
development of these farms 
was started last June in order that 
future land-use aud social maladjust­ 
ments he corrected through the fol­ 
lowing purl loses f°r which the project, 
was established: 
1. Develop the acquired land fo r ' 
the best future use b y revegetation, I 
gully 
control, 
w ildlife 
development, . 


a n d f e n c i n g i n t o g r a z i n g l a n d s . 
2. Assist farmers in remaining in 


t h e 
a n u 
to 
t st e b i i s h 
l o n g t i m e 
e o n - 


s e r v a t i o n p r o g r a m s o n 
t h e i r p r i v a t e l y 


o w n e d 
l a n d s . 
3. S u p p l e m e n t the better farms r e ­ 


m a i n i n g in the area with t h e s e d e v e l ­ 


o p e d g r a z i n g lands in order that more 


s t a t ie, 
p r o f i t alite. 
a u d 
p e n n a lieut 


f a r m i n g u n i t s he e s t a b l i s h e d . 
4. Gorrect 
social 
m a l a d j u s t m e n t s 


w i t h i n 
t h e a r e a 
by 
c o o p e r a t i n g 
w i t h 
farmers and other state and federal 


ag , a c i e s in 
a s d s t iou 
t h e 
f a m i l i e s o n 


p u r c h a s e d 
f a r m s 
t o 
r e l o c a t e 
o n 
e c o ­ 


n o m i c a l fa rill u n i t s cist w h e r e . 


B. i *oti! n il soil a tai xx a l t r l o s s e s on 


Hie 
g r e a t e s t 
p o s s i b l e 
a c r e a g e 
by 
tin* 


a b o v e p r o g r a m . 
P. 
A s s i s t 
in 
h o o p i n g d o w n s i l t a t i o n 


o f I h e St r e a m s a u d l a k e s , w h i c h m a n y j 


t h o u s a n d s o f p e o p l e d e p e n d u p o n a s a 
source of water supply. 
T o c a r r y o u t tin* e s s e n t i a l i t e m s of , 


w o r k 
in 
I h i s 
l a n d 
d o v e b p i n e a l 
t h e 
W ise 
( ’m i n t y 
project 
b a s 
received 
$12,000.0<> NY. I*. A. project for this 
f i s c a l 
y e a r , 
e m p l o y ilia 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 


lo w o r k e r s . 
The /criousness of t h e problem in 


t h i s area a s well a s many 
o t h e r s in 


t ho I I ii t e d Si at. < is e v i d e n c e d By t h e 


m i l l i o n s o f 
d- l i a r s 
t a k e n 
o u t 
o f 
t h e 


fa f l u o r s 
p o c k e t 
e a < h y ca r. 11 ie \ ii 111 — 


;11 
,1 B a n d o i i n i e n t 
a n d 
e c o n o m i c d e v a s ­ 


t a t i o n 
of 
l a r g e 
a g r i c u l t u r a l 
s e c t i o n s . 


t h o 
d i s i n t e g r a t i o n 
o f 
r u r a l 
e o m m m t i 


ti es . 
t r a n s f e r of 
l a r g e 
f a r m 
p o p u l a ­ 


t i o n s 
l o 
r e l i e f 
r o i l s , 
a n d 
t h e lo ss 
ot 


B u s i n e - s 
B e c a u s e 
of 
l o w e r 
t e r m 
i n ­ 


c o m e s . 
Derails** 
o f 
t h i s 
s i t u a t i o n 
a n d 
t h e 


: fa c t 
i h a t 
f a r m e r s hex r 
m d 
b e e n a b l e 


to 
s o l \ e t h e 
p r o b l e m , 
it 
h a s 
h e r o i n e 
necessary 
that these problem areas 
c i v e 
a s s i s t a n c e 
ill 
r e s t o r i n g 
Hies** 


Bt lids 
to 
I h e i r 
best 
u s e a m i 
ut t e e i n g 
the p e o p l e thereon an opportunity 
to 


j j e l o c a t e 
oil 
b e t t e r 
l a n d s 
r i s e n h e r e . 
..............1 iO< ► 
— 


pl a lit «h! in t i x e - i m h p o t s and set in a 


s u n n y 
w i n d o w , 
o x a l i s 
p o t t e d 
now 


I will b l o o m in *ix or seven weeks and 
| c o n t i n u e 
b l o o m i n g 
s t r a i g l i t 
t h r o u g h 


I the winter. O t h e r suitable plants are 


s w e e t 
a l y s s u m 
( s e t t w o o r Dins* to a 


s i x - i n c h 
pot) 
and 
d o u b l e 
eamellia- 


1 1o\x e r e . I 
h a Isa lit.— I h e 
I 11 
1' 
1' ' 
Farmer. 
--------- ------oOo— 
- 


Hardware Business 
Founded by T. H. 
Dunn Grows Rapidly 


Pioneer Looks Forward 
To Banner Year and 
Christmas Season 


! 
Tho steady progress and expansion 
recorded by the Dunn Hardware store, 
during tile seven years that have elaps 
I ed since T. H. Dunn first went into 
business for himself, in 1033. tire per­ 
haps the most outstanding demonstra­ 
tion of the fact that any business 
which is founded and cond luted on the 


i a g e - o l d 
p r i n c i p l e s 
o f 
e x p e r i e n c e , 
in 
! tegrity and determination must and 


W i l l 
s u c c e e d . 
There is in till probability—not a 


b e t t e r known hardware man in the en­ 
tire southwest than T. If. Dunn, who 
is a native of Decatur amt iias spent 
bis entire life in the hardware busi­ 
ness right here. Prior to going into 
business for himself. Mr. Dunn spent 
nearly forty years with tin* old firm 
of 
Lilia rd 
A Go., 
w h i c h wen? 
out 
o f 


b u s i n e s s a b o u t eight y e a r s ag o. 


\V h en 
M r. 
I m a n 
o p e n e d 
h i s 
ow ii 


s t o r e , lie xvus h a n d i c a p p e d by 
iii - la k 


i.f . a pita I hut 
lie xx a s l ieh iii I he a s ­ 


st I s 
o f 
e x p e r i e n c e , 
u n l i m i t e d 
g o o d ­ 


wi ll a n d t h e respect ut 
in; n u fae t ti lers 


a n d 
wholesalers 
in 
tin* 
hardware 


b u s i n e s s . 


The o r i g i n a l s t o r e o c c u p i e d t h e h a l f 


o f 
I he c o r n e r b u i l d i n g w i t h 
a 
front - 


a g e o f olilv 
25 
lect. 
T h e s t e a d x 
ill- 


Walker’s Station 


In Heart of City 


Bluford Walker was horn in Wi«e 
County and has lived here all Dis life 
with the exception of one year. He has 
been in the service station business 
for five years in Decatur, two years 
at his present location, the southeast 
corner of the square. 
Mr. Walker features Magnolia Pro­ 
ducts and has a complete line of Seib- 
erling Tires and Tubes, also Gates 
Tires and Tulles. He makes a special­ 
ty of grease and lubrication jobs, fol­ 
lowing factory specifications, and us­ 
ing no substitutions, Ile also makes 
a specialty of washing, polishing, aud 
waxing cars. 
He takes this opportunity of thank­ 
ing his patrons for their confidence 
they show in his products and work. 


crease in sales volume warranted the 
expansion which was completed with­ 
in t he past t hilly day s. 
From the beginning, Mr. Dunn fea­ 
tured only standard, nationally rec­ 
olonized lines of hardware, tools, fur­ 
nishings, appliances, 
toys 
etc. 
Mr. 
Dunn surrounded himself with an or­ 
ganization "I' expi noticed people w hom 
Be a Bly 
guided in rendering tin* a t ­ 
m o I »11’ serv ice 
J , , B n 
I. 
I h u m 
i 
a s s o c i a t e d 
xx itll 
his l a t h e r in t h e m a n a g e m e n t of th 


b u s i n e s s . They have a year-round fort 
) j \ f p e o p l e xxiii Ii is atUgementOW .it 
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OUR CONGRATULATIONS 


—To— 


C. L. Christian 
On the Opening of His Fine 
N E W 
F U N E H A L 
II 0 M E ! 
I he Galion Metallic Vault Co. 
GALION, OHIO 
Manufacturers of 
“Galion” Cryptoriums and Peerless Burial 
Vaults for Gasket Protection 
§' 
■ 
4i ta i a ne na ■ tw in in nwiiwi ■ in i.mm I ■ i n ■ i Bim in t n ie un innnm 


l l 


PEACE LEALI E NEEDED 


I e n d o r s e y o u r d e m a n d that An te ri - 


nut o n l y p r e p a r e Du' war but tor the , 
prevention of war. 
I have a y o u n g -on e l i g i b l e to sorxc 
in,xx. just as an o l d e r ma* did in HH »- J 


I s 
It ut 
it 
gi x'es 
m e a 
t coli ag ot 
.it 
nos, utter despair a u d futility when 
I think of us winning the other w ari 
and 
then how we threw away our 
chance for world peace by tailing I" I 
j.iia the League of Nations. It would 
have been so easy for us to have join­ 
ed the League with reservations. We 
(Add have pointed out that our Con­ 
stitution 
re* pi ired the United States j 
,*•■ m ite to declare war before we could 
Ie drawn in’o any conflict, with any 
nation.—AV. G. Cowart, De Soto Coun­ 
ty 
Florida, in the Progressive Farm- 


WE A R E P R O U D O F 
OUR 60 YEARS YOUNG MESSENGER 
—THE NEW FUNERAL HOME 
X MAS SALE AT DUNNS 


Here you'll find Idol gifts for tile home and for the Home Maker. Prac­ 
tical things that will bt* everyday helpers and reminders of your tbought*' 
fulness 
Gifts from Dunn’s are especially desired because everyone 
k n o w s that we carry only Quality lines that are fully guaranteed. 
Big Savings on All Bicycles, 
Toys, Dolls, Wagons, etc. 
% 
is A 
:&'■ \ 'N# 
I w% 


Come in today and pick out 
that bike, doli, toy or wagon 
that 
the 
youngsters 
have 
their hearts set 
oil. 
Aoli ll 
save real money. Of course, 
we ll lay it away for you— 
gladly! * 
Roller Skates 
Air Rifles 
Sporting Goods 


Stewart Warner 
It A D I O S 
Battery and all electric sets 
that can’t he beat for looks, 
service or price. 
m-£ 


C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S 


To The 


CHRISTIAN FUNERAL HOME 
VERA LEE GARMENT COMPANY 


Make Your Holiday Appointment Now! | 


Enjoy the Beautiful Season 


At Your Beautiful Best 


Ranges, 
heaters, 
and 
ut lier I im* gifts for t lie 
Ie me. 


You’ll enjoy the holidays more if yon re fit your 
radiant hest! A Greer Permanent insures that you 
will—-Ji*»xx and later. too. 


I 


Hand Made Burial Gowns of Distinction 


Fort Worth, Texas 


Lovely New 
OIL PERMANENTS 


We’ll cover your head witD alluringly soft curls. 
I be style is yours to select. Includes shampoo and 
t rim. 
Skilled Operators 


Mrs. Greer, Ruth Rasbury, Wanda Freeman 


GREER BEAUTY SHOP 


PHONE 60 FOR APPOINTMENT 


* 


Appliances 
Table Silver 
China, Glass 


Flatware a n d 
table 
silver 
at 
big reductions 


Waffle irons . . . 
toasters, 
coffee 
makers 
etc., 
of 
guaranteed quali­ 
ty 
at 
real 
sale 
prices. 


LAY AWAY 
A (.H T TODAY 


DID YO U GET Y O U R S ? 


We have just broadcasted a big four-page sale circular giving the 
thrilling details of our big, store-wide Christmas sale, which is 
now in full swing. If you have not received your «opy of this 
money-saving, timely answer to your gift problems, write, pit due, 
or call for your copy.. 
DUNN HARDWARE 
Phone 280 
Northwest Comer of the Square 
Decatur 
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1941 “ H O T-W A VE” 
AUTO HEATERS 


jSS* 5» 


Safer WHEEL TOYS 


<»4 !3S 


S u p r e m e ” 
T t c i n - F l o w 


Suprem e T rip le F lo w . Z312 
*1230 


H e a lth fu l d riv in g com fort In c o ld ­ 
est blizzaids 
4-w ay directional heat 
control. 
Modern, c o m p a c t d e s i g n . 
L on g-life construction 


*"» ® S 


sh o e 
S625 26 
JuOAOuteed 
2 FULL YEARS 


And Old 
Battery 


For Mott 
Popular 
Cart 


F u ll size. 
Equals 
or exceeds 
most 
standard 
equip­ 
ment b a t ­ 
teries 
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-et n 
Bert’s Cash Grocery 
j 
Is Pioneer Business 


Institution of Chico 


T h e B e r t ’s ( ’a s h G r e r n 
is o ne of 


t he 
p i o n e e r 
bu s in e ss e s el 
t 'h ieo, 
h a v ­ 
ing been 
h a n d e d d o w n t h r o u g h t h r e e 
generations. 


A l 
fir st 
I he 
f i r m 
u as 
kn ow ii 
as 
Dickenson & McCracken, 
when Rob­ 
ert Dickenson, deceased father of Ed 
A. 
Dickenson, formed 
a 
partnership 
with McCracken in the early seven­ 
ties. Later E l! A. operated a business 
with hi s fath er for twenty odd years 
under the name of Ed A 
Dickenson 
and Company. 
At his death the business was sold 
and later in 1037 Mrs. Ed Dickenson 
opened the present lte rts Cash Gro­ 
cery 
and 
made her 
son, Bert, 
the 
manager. This firm is now located in 
the same 
building 
occupied 
by 
tin* 
previous I lickenson’s. 
oOo 
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P A T R O N I Z E 
T H E 
A D V E R T I S E R S 


Sis Cafe, A Good 


Place to Eat in Chico 
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section 
as w e l l 
as 
v i s it o rs , 
w h o 
look 


: or w a rd 
to 
eat ing 
w i t h 
t h e m 
I h e i r 


food i - a l w a y s tasty a n d d e l i c i o u s a n d 


I ll*’ m e a l s a I e u ell ha la m cd 
-Mi lo 
W. C. Bass and Son 


Are Known As 


Liberal Merchants 


AV. C. Buss and Son, managed by 


F i n i s 
B a s s , 
i s on e of 
t h e oiliest 
g r o - 


eerv 
'•I....... in 
< 'bino. 
T h i s 
s t o r e 
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S E I I 
F IN IS H E D T I R K E V S 


It 
is 
im possible to f a l l e n a 
t u r k e y 


i u n t i l 
ii 
is m a t u r e . T h e r e f o r e to < o m - 


I ma rn! ! he h i g h e s t price, t u r k e , s s h o u l d 


i not 
he mil rket cd 
u n t i l 
t hey a r e w e l l 


f in is h e d 
'I his D ea s ily d e t e r m i n e d he­ 


ll'cc they 
a re k il le d by e x a m i n i n g the 


u n d e r side o f the w i n g lo see t h a i it is 


c o m p le t e ly 
covered 
w i t h 
fen tile rs and 


t h a t 
no 
" g r e e n 
o r 
i m m a t u r e 
f e a t h ­ 
ers are p res en t in tin* multi tail. B i r d s 


s h o w i n g m a t u r i t y 
in t h i s respect w l i l 


be t o u n d to h e we ll cov ere d w i t h m eat 


u\ * t ? In 
bai k. and 
t lie pe!vi< 
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l»*cated 
on 
each 
sub* 
of 
t h e 
vent, 
will lie completely covered with fat, 


M V I ! 
I h a s h e d 
t u r k e y s 
a r e 
m u c h 
s u ­ 


p e r i o r 
to 
i m m a t u r e , 
p o o r 
ones.— T h e 
I To g ressi vc 
Ka ruler. 


View of Beautiful Lake Bridgeport 


This charming body of water, located w ithin a short distance of Decatur, 
has become a veritable mecca for fishermen. The luke was formed when a flood 
.pn volition dam was built 
in BKU. Each succeeding year has added to the 
natural beauty of this spot. Visitors to Withe County rarely miss an opportunity 
to v isit this spot lamed for its scenic splendour. 


WISE COUNTY NESSEN* 1ER 
Boyd Mercantile Company, Pioneer Firm 


IN. R. BOYD HAS 54 


YEARS SERVICE 


MERCHANDISING 


W ith 54 years of continuous ser­ 
vice to tho people of Boyd without a 
fire, failure or any other hazard and 
alw ays owned and operated by a Boyd 
the Boyd (JeneraI Merchandise Store 
o f Boyd has a unique distinction sel­ 
dom found in any business of a sim i­ 
lar nature. 
The bu "int'"-, originally founded 5 t 
years ago nuder the firm name of 
Koontz and Boyd, has been built up­ 
on the basis of fair and square treat­ 
ment. of each and every customer and 
that same policy has been maintained 
throughout the years it has been in 


Cond Eats 
VT------ 
COOKIES ( AFE 
HOUK COOKING 
You Are Always Welcome 
Boyd, Texas 


existence. 
.Catering to the* needs of the entire 


family, this business has made m utin­ 
ous strides in progress and prosperi­ 
ty. Under the management of VV’, it. 


B o y d , the present owner, the store 
carries the latest styles and types of 
merchandise. Attractive displays 
in­ 
form the prospective customer of the 
merchandise carried and all cordial 
greeting meets them all as they enter 


t h e 
s t o r e . 
Among the 
lines carried 
by 
the 
Boyd (JeneraI 
Store are dry goods, 
men's sin cs. men’s furnishings, grocer 
irs. hardware and farm implements. In 
the latter line they carry the Jonh 
Deere and J. I, ('ase makes of imple­ 
ments which lune l>eeii most reliable 
makes of farm implements for many 
years. 
Mr. B o y d 
is a member of the Ma­ 


s o n i c Lodge at Boyd and is serving on 
the City Council. Hie takes a keen in­ 
terest in civic affairs and is a strong 


h o o s i e r a n t i 
w o r k e r 
f o r h i s c o m m u n i ­ 
ty, always tieing ready to help in any 


c a u s e w h a b 
w i l l 
b e n e t it 
Iii-- 
t o w n o r 


s e c t i on. 
—OOO- 
- 
BOYD IS THRIVING 
WIDE AWAKE 


Do Your Xmas 


SHOPPING KARIA" 
RADIOS and 
REFRIGERATORS 
By CROSLEY 
( OS M ET I C 'S 
GIFT ITEMS 
TOILET ARTICLES 
Wren Drug Store 
Fountain Service 
Boyd, Texas 


COMMUNITY 
Formed in 1893 And Is 
Surrounded by Fertile 
Trinity River Valley 


By W. E. Mu rn I 
With the coming o f the Chicago and 1 
Hock 
Island 
Railroad 
through 
the 
southern part of 
Wise County dur­ 
ing t h e e n r h 
p a r t o f 1*03. c a m e a l s o 


r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
o f 
t h e 
H o c k 
I s l a n d 


q ' o w n s i f e C o m p a n y , 
m p a n y 
w h o s e 
business was 
f o l l o w i n g 
up 
r a i l r o a d 


b u i l d e r s . 
s e l e c t i n g 
s u c h 
d i e s 
a s 
ii. 


t i i e i i 
o p i n i o n , 
w o u l d d e v e l o p i n t o p r o ­ 


g r e s s i v e 
t o w n s 
a n d 
v i l l a g e ' s . 
A f t e r a 


c l o s e o b s e r v a t i o n a n d 
m u c h 
i n v e s t i g a ­ 


t i o n 
o f 
m a n v 
a v a H al i t e 
s i t e s 
t h o s e 


’><■!■ i ■I an ■ i ■ i ■nm ■ mw ai ■ i i i in ■ inn ■ i ■ i • I i i * 
| Always Better Values In- 
STAPLE ANI) FANCY GROCERIES 
FRITTS AND VEGETABLES 
WE XHE BRO! D TO BE A PART DF HISTORIC WISE ((U N T Y 
M W NVE CONTINUE TO SERVE YOC 
Fairbetter Grocery and Market 


Established I ORB 


■ lillllfl I ■ I Kl B IB IB I ■ l l I * 


Brod, Texas 
= 
■ 
■ i IBI Moi I rn I a ha i a raina i a i ama a i an, a 


men selected a tract in what was at 
that time known tis Greely Bend (so 
named 
tiecuuse of 
the many 
large 
porkers annually raised in this large 
bend of the Trinity River) as such a 
site tis they were 
looking for 
and 
promptly made a purchase from a pro­ 
gressive fanner, (J. it. -McCain for a 
portion of his hog pasture. After the 
necessary surveying they put on 
a 
lot sale for their new town of Park- 
burst. After a good start of selling 
lots far and near they met with dis­ 
appointment when the Post Office De­ 
partment lanceted the proposed name 
of Parkhurst as a name for the pro­ 
posed office. After a short time the 
name of Boyd was submitted and ap­ 
proved by the authorities and thus 
was tile town so named. There were 
many other good towns nearby. Our 
territory was small. Our field wen* 
fresh and fertile. Our crops were good. 
Cotton receipts often running to six 
and seven thousand hales lier annum. 
Hog shipments often averaged a car 
per week the year around. These pro­ 
ducts together with our cattle crop 
constituted our for sale products. Fol­ 
lowing this mot in a1 of farming for 
about twenty years, we began to re­ 
alize that we had robbed our soil of 
lunch of it -• a bilify 
to produce, t ha I 
many of our farms were all cut up 
with gullies, thus bringing about a re­ 
form in our manner of farming, t Per­ 
haps 
w e 
Ila' e 
found 
the honey 
in 
tin* carcass). UN* now continue tin* 
raising a 
limited supply 
of cotton. 
coin. cattle and swine, hut have added 
therto 
dairy and 
poultry 
products, 
melons and cantalouisss, 
recognized 
as being a sui>eriur quality as those 
grown in any other melon sections, 
also many other articles too numer­ 
ous tu mention. 
Our educational institution had its I 
lK’gininng as a tbree teacher, ungraded 
school, hous(*d in a makeshift frame I 
building, headed by a good instructor ( 
of his day. A. \M. Weatherford, de- j 
ceased. Later came I). J. Simpson, as­ 
sociated with 
him 
was George W. 
Ragsdale, Is)th now deceased; later 
with L. D. Shawver, 
now 
retired J 
Methodist minister; a few .tears later 
by W. J. McConnell, now president of I 
North Texas State Teachers College, 
Denton, Texas; a few years later by 
.I 
W. 
St. ('lair, 
now 
professor 
»if 
Physical Education of Southern Meth- 
< (list University, Dallas, Texas; sev­ 
eral years later by the much beloved I 
Brook Brow ii, who died in the midst; 
of a building campaign during August, 
lti.a;. aud was sin■c(*eded by Ids prin­ 
cipal. Edwin 
Bowen who is held in j 
high esteem. < mr first Dei* k building 
was erected in IBID and was destroyed ! 
by a cyclone in Ibis, was rebuilt tin* 
same year and burned in lh-1, was re ; 
built in 11)25 and remodeled in 1938. ! 
\\ ith the coming of Brook Bn wit in 


’1928, there began an era of school con­ 
solidations taking into our districts 
the common school districts of Gar­ 
vin, 
Meeter, Pleasant Grove, >Fair- 
\ lew. Deep (’reek and Anneville. With 
these consolidations we now have a 
district with an area of Bi) square 
miles. Six modern buses to bring the 
children from the rural distrh ts An 
enrollment of 410 pupils. 
Affiliated 
(red its of 23. Fourteen leachers, elev­ 
en with college degrees. Just last year 
we finished our large gym and audi­ 
torium 
w it ii a seating capacity 
of 
12(H). Our entire plant consists of fif- 
leen class rooms. Superintendent s of­ 
fice and library. Vocational Agricul­ 
ture and home economics room are 


n i l 
modernly (“quipped, last lait not 
least a well lighted athletic field. 
With Edwin Bowen as superinten­ 
dent, 
Sam Moore as principal and j 
faculty such as we have running our j 
school, R. K. Petty as mayor and five 
good business men as aldermen at the 
head of our city government, with the J 
reclaiming of tin* 
overflowed lands 
of tin* Trinity River bottom us is now J 
progressing nicely, with tin* paving of j 
our highway as we feel confident is 
near at hand, with 
a 
wide 
awake 
citizenship such as we now have, ever 
looking and ready at ail times to par­ 
take of worthy 
opjiortunities 
when 
such are presented and with the con­ 
tinuing blessings of Him who doeth 
all 
things well. 
NMD THINK 
WE 
WIEL GET ALONG SOMEHOW. 


tile Red Gross. 
In 1918, tile club voted to become a 
War Savings Society and to buy all 
the War Savings Stamps we could. 
In June, 1922, tile club decided to 
adopt one starving American and to 
pay tin* pledge of $5.00 per months for 
a period of one year. 
February, 
1940, the club donated 
$2.50 to the benefit of the Finnish Re­ 
lief. 
Each year this club has since its 
organization contributed to tile civic 
and to the jelief committees of our 
town and only last week gave $10.50 to 
tin* fund for I Mind uniforms and at all 
tim es when help is 
needed, stands 
ready to do its part. 
Present members of the club are: 
Mimes. IL L. Blankenship, Hugh Breed­ 
love, VV. W. Brown, ( \ A. Burton, Tom 
Burton, Goo. Gage, E. P. Gibson, Ray 
Harper, J. A. Purr, W. V. Patton, D. 
H. Payne. Buster Pearson, Lute Ran­ 
shaw, J. J. Rieger, It. T. Rieger, T. (J. 
Rogers, John Scott, Nolan Sewell, It. 
F. Shelton, Ohms. Stokes, J. W. Tar- 


water, W. E. Terrell, Fred Thomason, 
TI. S. Usry, J. J. Woody. 


'Proxies are: Mines. Harlan Brown. 
Frank Turner, Minnie Pearl Loveless, 
Mrs. VV. 
WI. Brown, President ami 
Mrs. W. E. Terrell, Seerc*ta^’-Treasur­ 
er. 
oOo—------------- 
Women are fortunate in that they 
always find something to talk al»out 
as long as there are run in stockings. 


And if the airplane makers semi 
the pilots much farther into tile strato­ 
sphere they may find angels thumbing 
rides. 
* 


Compliments of 
W I L S O N 
SERVICE STATION 
GENERAL REPAIR, PARTS, 
ACCESSORIES 
GAS — OILS — GREASES 
Boyd, Texas 
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MASSACRE AND 
CAPTURE OF 
THE BABB FAMILY 


*:♦ 
General Automotive Repair Service *| 
GULF GASOLINE ANI) OIL 
P I E R C E ’ S G A R A G E 
£ Boyd 
Phone 35 V 
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3 1 Y e a r s En Business 
I i i Boyd Mud Wise C e , 


We Are Proud of the Part We Have I lad in the Develop­ 
ment ol this Area and Are Grateful for the Opportunity of 
Serving it... 


By L. R. Green 
in SeptcmlK*r. INGO. John Bald* liv­ 
ed with ins family on a ranch about 
twelve miles west of Decatur between 
Chico 
and 
Bridgeport. 
Besides 
Hie 
parents, 
there 
were 
four 
children, 
Margie, an infant : Dot, a boy eight or 
nine years 
of age; 
Casablanca, 
a 
young girl; and Court, an older Inn. 
Mrs. Roberts, a youthful widow, lived 
with the Babb family. On the day of 
the massacre all these were at home 
except the father 
and 
oldest 
b o y . 
Court, who were*in Arkansas on busi­ 
ness. 
The Indians were on the* warpath, 
and their trail led straight to tin* Bald) 


11(lim*. 
T h e 
m e n 
p u r s u i n g 
t h e 
I n d i a n s 
found Mrs. Babb with her t h r o a t c u t 


f r o m c a r to c a r . M r s . R o b e r t s a n d t h e 
children were taken captives. 


.Mrs. 
H u b e r t s 
m a d e 
a n 
a t t e m p t 
t o 
escape, which separated h e r from the 
Baldi children, hut s h e was recaptured 


by 
;i 
s m a l l 
h a n d 
o f t h e i n d i a n s . 
M r s . 


R o b e r t s 
f i n a l i s 
e s c a p e d 
a n d 
w a s 
r e s 


c u e d 
bx 
a 
g r o u p 
ut 
w h i l e 
m e n . 
w Im 


h a d 
a 
I r a i n 
o f 
! r e m ! 
w a g o n - . 
T h e 


B a h P 
c h i l d r e n 
w e r e 
p u r c h a s e d 
f r o m 


I n e I lid ia u s l o 
t h e p a y m e n ! ut 
a la true 


n o m P er ut' 
p u r s e- , a P u n t 
a 
y e a r la t el m 


I ll r o u g h 
t lie I-el e h l a I e d 
a ae t a p 
o f 
I lie 


N c g m , B i o I 


We Are Proud to Have A Fart in Building 


W I S E 
C O U N T Y 


BUILDING MATERIALS 


Lumber — Paints — Shingles 


SHEET ANI) METAL ROOFING 


R. B. SPENCER & CO. 


Boyd, Texas 
W. B. Horn, Mgr. 
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CLOVER FARM S T O R E 
B OY D, T E XA S 


Stop, Shop, Save the Clover Farm Way 
We Carry a Complete Line of 


Worth \\ hi Ie d u b 
Has Its Beginning’ 
During First World War 


r n 
Ilk# intel 
lh rn 


The \MurI h While Club w k organ- ♦> 
ired April . B t l 7 at 
I iii- hun ic u! .Mrs 
I > II 
I ‘a \ tic. A It liuugli t iii-- is a honk | *j* 
DRY GOODS 
-GROCERIES 


dul» 
and 
besides 
ke epi ng 
in 
touc h i 
*•*1 w it h tile in' i hunks a n d eurreid e v en ts J 
«♦» 
c f the year. • nr a im 
is 
t u really do 
HARDWARE 
MEATS 


*:* 
s u i r n 1 liiing 'a us I Ii w Pile. 


•I* 
Du rim; 
tile 
Ii I s l 
World 
wa r 
the 
A 
e. I I ii 11 
deep I ii 
t u 
lilly 
S A l l ll I 
I . i lie I I \ 


I B o n d s instead of 
hooks for the v ear 
FEED AND SEED 
FRUITS 


•> an d tu hei • ai ie a w o r t h w h il e a u x ilia r v 
X J o f I lie Red Cross as long as the w a r J 
•j* I needed our help. 
At 
this 
tim e 
a1 
NOTIONS 
VEGETABLES 


.♦."Chris tm as gift o f $ 2 7 . 0 0 was m a d e to I 


W E 
Ii ll V ------ 
Turkeys, Eggs, Chickens, Pecans, 
Cream ana All Other Produce 
We Appreciate Your Patronage 
C. L. BASSHAM, OWNER 
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FARM IMPLEMENTS 


•-*# < t ?♦ y r A' flt-v.V.. 


WE B U Y CREAM, P R O D U C E AND PECANS 


! Conqratul; 
/A V 
u Ye 
c i ? p c c p r i ( i ay* n u 
* n 
i i 
I f l l u u L I l Y L i 
V / l l 
JBL U 
f 
31 


ri O 
y i l i L . 
i i III 
We congratulate the Messenger on its 601 h Anniversary and Mr. 
Christian on His New Funeral Ho me . . . 


r 
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B e i n v Fh e S e c o n cl 0 Id e s t M i l l I n 1 e x a s 


i P l 
. sew 


U 
I 
I / P i rill 


Cader One Organizaiom 


IS AN HONOR OF V HK ii WE ARE PARDONABLY PROUD 


Millers of Quality Hour Since 19u0 
WK. H. BO VB 


FIRE PROOF ALL STEEL MODERN 
COTTON GIN 


R H O M E M I L L I N G GO. 


GENERAL MERCHANDISE 
COURTEOUS SERVICE ALWAYS- 
Boyd, Texas 


Manufacturers of “Queen Quality,” “Renshaw’s Best,,” “Hereford” 
and “No. I” Flour. High Grade Roller Corn Meal, Poultry and 
Dairy Feeds. 


I.. 
\.MON,MI \\V , (’resilient 
Rhome 


WISE COUNTY MESSENGER 
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"----- -------- 
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Wise County One Of Oldest In North Texas 


ORGANIZED IN 1865; FIRST COURT 
HOUSE BURNED NOV. 26TH, ISSI 


B y C liff Cates 
Since its organization in 1856, W ise 
County has owned and occupied four 
different 
buildings as Court Houses 
of the county. The first building set 
on the prairie hill which is now the 
Rite of D ecatur was used as the coun­ 
ty courthouse, This building was mov-1 
od to its location (northeast corner of 
the square at Decatur) from the site 
w here it had been erected to serve as i 
a residence for Henry Martin, a pio­ 
neer. The Martin home stood original­ 
ly in southeast Decatur approximate 
to the Howell and Allen store, first 
store in the county, on a prairie flat 
a few hundred yards northeast from 
the present site of D ecatur Baptist 
College. 
The second structure was built a f­ 
ter no end of dram atic eireumstan<*es, 
the final stage of which was describ- 
ed in the history of the county, to -w it: 
“At the very last of this period (P eri­ 
od of the organization of W ise coun­ 
ty ), the county was granted authori­ 
ty by the legislature to vote a special 
tax with 
which 
to build 
a 
court 
house. The contract w as let to Joe 
Head in 1800 or 1861 (Carl.v settlers 
could not call the exact date) for the 
Erection of a square five room build­ 
ing to Im* sot 
in tin- n i i d d l o o f t h e p u b ­ 
lic plaza at Decatur. {'At that time 
the town was willed T aylorsville). The 
dim enisons were forty feet each way 
with halls running through north and 
south, east to west, cutting the lower 


f l o o r i n t o f o u r c o r n e r l o o m s , 
tin* t o p 


f l o o r b e i n g a r r a n g e d e n t i r e f o r a c o u r t 
room. A carpenter and woodworkman 


by t h e n a m e o f J o h n s o n M i l l e r , ti b a c h ­ 


e l o r , o r i g i n a l l y 
f r o m 
M i c h i g a n , a f t e r 


w a r d s killed by 
t h e Indians, was the* 
principal w o r k m a n , o n tiii--, til** conn 
tv s first real t e m p l e o f j u s t 'us*. 


b e r 
f o r 
t h e 
o h ) 
f r a i m - 


d o h 
b e e n i n c 
s o 
■-■.•in r n I! v 


T h e 


b u i l d i n g 


u s e f u l a 
\\ Co. | < 


d o l l a r s 


f r a m e t i i n b c i 


b o t t o m . 


The surplus 
of office 
room 
left 
some .space lo he occupied by 
law ­ 
yers 
and other concerns. The first 
photograph gallery 
was 
opened 
up 
here, as w ell as the first newspaper 
to he printed in the county, The Ad­ 
vance Guard. 
The old court house 
became the 
scene of many spectacular events and 
was burned under suspicious circum ­ 
stances on the night of November 26, 
1881,” 
, 
vPwo years elapsed 
and then 
the 
county erected its third structure, in 
1888, the location being the northwest 
corner of the public square on the lot 
now occupied by the Masonic build­ 
ing. The building of native stone was 
modern for its day, a handsome build­ 
ing architecturally balanced, the cost 
$50,000. it also 
w as 
burned 
to 
the 
ground the night of January 12, 181)5. 
Suspicious 
circum stances 
were 
also 
reported in connection with this fire. 
T he ensuing fall, on Octolier 5, 1895, 


t h e corner stone was 
l a i d 
f o r 
the 
sym m etrically beautiful structure now 
owned and occupied by the county as 
its court 
h o u s e . 
H o n . It. 
F . 
Spencer 


w a s C o u n t y J u d g e al 
t h a t 
tins*. 
'I lie 
County Commissioners w ere: 
J. 
II. 


W a l l a c e , J . 
W . 
B o o n e , A. 
I! 
B u s s e l l , 
S. A. Keen, Jam es Riely Gordon of San- 


A n t o n i o w a s t h e a r c h i t e c t a n d J o h n A. 


W h i t e , o f V e r n o n w a s , t h e c o n t r a c t o r . 


T h e cost of this building was $ 140,- 


Odo 
D u o i*i t h e r i s i n g cost o f m a t e r i ­ 


a l s and labor it is said t h, at the build­ 
ing if e r e c t e d now w o u l d cos t $2011.000 
The architect worked into the plan of 
this building much of 
t h e effect of 


E u r o p e a n 
c a s t l e s <>f a 
f a r gent* d a y . 


T h e 
st o n e 
w a s 
q u a rrio<I 
in 
I’,ii t - 


act t 
( ' o u n t y , 
* u h 
s t o n e b e i n g 
f i t t e d 


batter building w as lait! with a dark-, 


cr contrasting m aterial and is thought. 


not to be as attractive as the W ise 


County court house. 
J 


The W ise County capital building 
is adm ittedly one of the handsom est J 
architectural edifices in the state. It I 
never fails to attract the adm iring at­ 
tention of visitors. 
Tourists 
on 
the 
highways through Decatur very often, 
when they come in sight of the court 
louse, stop their autos and walk en­ 
tirely around the square so as to view 
the building from its every aspect. 
Many hundreds of photographs have 
been made of the building. 
T here is much of historic and dra­ 
matic interest attached to the court 
house of W ise County, but space does 
Jiot admit o f any 
detailed account 
here. 
— 0O0— -------------------------- 
(Mussolini expected an Italophlle up­ 
rising 
in 
Greece 
and 
met 
instead 
Greek upraising. 


OF DECATUR AND ITS ORIGIN 


B y Tom Ball 
An act, creating the Oounyt of W ise 
and locating the County Seat of W ise 
County, Texas was approved by the 
Legislature on January 23, 1856. 'Hie 
County Seat, to be know as Taylors­ 
ville, 
Texas. 
An 
Act, changing 
the 
name of Taylorsville, to Decatur, was 
passed 
by 
the Legisalture, 
January 
7th, 1858. 
t 


An Act to incorporate the town of 
D ecatur w as1 passed by the Legislature 
June 2nd, 1873, and on March 1st., 
1882, the City Council passed an or­ 
der cancelling the Charter and adopt­ 
ing the General Laws of Texas relat­ 
ing to Cities and Towns, and the City 


has operated under the general law s 
of Texas since that time. 
The first store established in De­ 
catur was Daniel H owell and the Elec­ 
tion to locate the county seat was or­ 
d ers! to la* held there. 
It is said that tile store was locat­ 
ed at the Southw est corner of the 
square where 
the 
McMurruy-Gettys 
building now stands. 
The elevation is 1,111 feet above sea 
level, being higher than the surround­ 
ing country, a cool delightful place 
to live. The late Colonel Dick Collins 
said. 
“'Hie big 
w hite 
fleecy clouds 
come a little nearer to earth and the 
sky is a little bluer than any other.” 


the 1!)40 census, a git iii of about 26 per 
cent, tieing greater than any town in 
ti)*' 18th Congressional District. 


0O0----------------- 


FIR ST W M K OF BRIDG EPO RT 


VWS “COAL TOWN PR A IR IE ” 


Before the railroad cam e through 
the 
Present Bridgeport, the site w as 
called Coal Bed Prairie. There w as 
an old hotel made of box lumber, that 
stood where the present City H all is 
located. 
T here w as an old log house, that 
stood where the Boaz home is now 
located, and it was the home of Tom 
Shervington, a miner. An old black­ 
sm ith shop stood south o f the site o f 
the present Ford Motor Company. An 
old wagon yard was southeast of the 
blacksm ith shop. 
The 
Couches 
fam ily 
killed 
w ild 
hogs and cattle on the river south o f 
Bridgeport, dragging 
them 
to 
town 
of tied to their saddles. 
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Set A Good Table 
ON LITTLE MONEY 
COMPARE! 
-O ur QUALITY 
-O ur S ERVI CE 
-O ur PRI CES 


Save on Groceries and Meats 
We Buy Your Eggs and Produce 
“B E S T M A R K E T P R I C E S 


n u 


Grocery 
A C R O S S F R O M P O S T 
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HEADQUARTERS... 
j 


For Good Food and A Pleasant Atmos- I 


$ 
phere. Where Friends Meet and Dine f 


T A S T Y S A N D W I C H E S 
I 
J 
PLATE LUNCHES. . . COLD DRINKS f 


FRIED CHICKEN... STEAKS 


“Drive Out for Curb Service” 


T E X A S 
C A F E 
OPEN ALL NIGHT 
Decatur 
Walter Phillips 
Texas 
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Greetings . . . 
Citizens Of Decatur 


It lias been a pleasure 


to work with the Wis j 


(bunty Messenger in 
buiklin 


ipp 


De y < ■ 11 ie;i!i;:e (hut ymt c r a sto ck h o ld er in -i ra th e r larg e e< >rpora t ion. 


<1 part ow tier in a bm iuess i-meet n w hich has a berk v a lu e ot about 8205. 


OOO and doing an an n u al b u s in g s of about 
otto. 


b ile e vv i 
a r e et,I c a - tn l w i t h th e m a n a g e m e n t of th is b u sin e- 


" i 
I* ii ; on si met b in g el 
it - d e ta ils . 


Hr-', let < 
ce w h a t v i owe. peek it- 1 0 2 2 our ( ' tty 
v . r n 
in 
st rn it - I ir waler and v it in-I I a si vver system. I tv a ta rite ma biri v 


/.ens v o t el i to b o r r o w 
$17,500 on t a x 
b o n d s , for tin* put-po- o* of 


t m - - 
o' - et, <. 
itll-haling a o he t o r I tie w a t e r 
ut u h 
T h e I a i 


a 


G R E A T E Ii 


I) E C A T U It 


May the next 60 yean 


be as eventful as the 
past. 


S, 


In keeping- with the 


progress of Decatur, 


Congratulations are in 
to 


Sand- 


VV h i e ! 


a U t 


d to ila 


a 
t o r n I 
I Hie I 
ti! 


•r with ii 


ei Ie rat i 


ha la tier vv 


loan ed us 


o w e o n tin 
int is 


seen red by w a te r re ven u e, oui - 


C. L. CHRISTIAN 


On the opening of one 


"f the 
finest 
estab­ 


lishments in D ecatur. 


N o w . let s s e e w h a t we . a s c i t i z e n s , get tot lite m o n e y 
p a i d i n t o t h e t a x 


a m i w a t e r h i n d s , ti le S o l e r e v e n u e o f y o u r C i t y . 


W a t e r a n d s e w e r s e r v i c e s t i r e o f e n u r e , p a i d f o r d i r e c t h u t m o s t all o t h e r 


s e r v i c e s o f t i m City a r e p a i d f o r i n d i n v t l y , t h r u t a x e s . 


f i r s t a n i l f o r e m o s t , y o u a r e p a y i n g tin* p r i n c i p a l a m i i n t e r e s t o n y o u r 


d e b t s , c o n t r a c t e d t o r y e a r s a g o . a s o u t l i n e d a I Hive. N e x t , y o u a r e g e t t i n g 


t i r e p r o t e c t i o n f r o m a v e r y f i n e F i r e D e p a r t m e n t , w h i c h in c o n n e c t i o n w i t h 


t h e w a t e r w o r k s i m p r o v e m e n t s , etc., l i a s r e s u l t e d in t h e l o w e s t f i r e i n s u r ­ 
ance costs ever i n Decatur. 


S t r e e t l i g h t s iii p r a c t i c a l l y till p a r t s o f t o w n a r e f u r n i s h e d by y o u r c i t y 


g o v e r n m e n t . T h e s w e e p i n g o f s t r e e t s in t h e b u - m e - s sis-tioti, t h e I n tit li n g o f 


D a s h a n d c o l l e c t i n g of d e a d a n i m a l s etc ,, till o v e r t o w n . a r e o i l i e r s e r v i c e s 
provided. All of the expense of our T raffic Officer and 2-3 of the cost of 


t h e N i g h t W a t c h m a n , is b o r n e by y o u r C i t y . 


In i-otim- t ion w i t h WMW a n d w i t h t h e h e l p o f a d j o i n i n g p r o p e r e r o w n ­ 
e r ' . your City is providing paving, sidewalks, c u r b sand gutters. While t h i s 
cost i- h e a v y , it is c o n s i d e r e d t h e best i n v e - d m e n t y o u r < tty c a n now m a k e 
J n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n , a eo n si d e r : t i d e a ti iou ut of s t r e e t e q u i p m e n t s u c h a s d u m p 
t r u c k ' , a l a r g e g r a d e r , p o w e r r o l l e r , a s p h a l t m i x i n g p l a n t , et c., h a v e 
b e e t , 
p' i ri i ut se t ] , a ll of w 11 ic i i will bt1 a v a i l a b l e t o r o u r o w n st ta ‘et w o r k a t t e r t he 
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W F A p r o g r a m is I i n i s l u d 


Y o u r ( it \ 
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- a vv a I ; 
a n d lot 
-lo rnue 
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We Face the Future of 


Our ( it v V, itll I 'abound­ 


ed Faith and Confidence. 
LO**' 


- 
i I A I 
J ) 
\ I I V A ] (I I 


l h W H I T E , A ssislant 


DOR CITY WILL BE NO BETTER THAN WE MAKE IT 
T H E I , 
C F D E C A T U R 


C. P. DODSON, MAYOR 


A L D E R M E N 


A. C. Bennett 
J. L. Ward 
Gordon Renshaw 


Frank Green 
C. K. Wilkerson 
W. A. Hughes 
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WISE COUNTY M ESSENGER 


• • ♦ ♦ ♦ 
We Request The Honor Of Your Presence A t The 
Dedication and Formal Opening 


Vf 


•JY 


IY 


J* 
t 


X 


of our new 


F V A E R A L 
H O M E 


Sunday, December IS th 
2 to 6 p. rn. 


EFFICIENCY 


In planning and equip­ 
ping this modern service 
institution we were con­ 
stantly mindful of our re­ 
sponsibility and of our op­ 
portunities. 
We believe 
that our new home has 
within its walls, eveiy fa­ 
cility that makes for the 
utmost efficiency. 


The New Service In stitution at Decatur 
D I G N I T Y 


You will approve — we 
think—the atmosphere of 
serenity 
a n d calmness 
which has been created by 
stately design; soft tones 
in decoration, and subdu­ 
ed lighting effects. Every 
refinement conducive to 
the solace and comfort of 
mourners and attendants 
is manifested in the com­ 
plete structure. 


OSIR THANKS 
I 


We wish to express our sincerest thanks 
to tho Decatur individuals and firms who 
have col ti'il ut c m ! so much towards the con­ 
st met cm O’ oui new building. These Ar- 
;isans. mechanics, laborers and fine husi- 
m su house1-. Ilave given us much mot a than 


(I tv ll 
to" Hr 


live tasks 
it and sin- 
fendships 
u la rlv in- 


WE BELIEVE THAT YOU TOO WILL BE FAVORABLY IMPRESSED WITH 
O I NEW SERVICE INSTITUTION 


Our new service institution, which we ask you to visit and inspect, is our material 


and permanent expression of appreciation of your loyal support in the past. It is 


also eve ence of our faith in the future of Wise County. So—in full truth, it is you— 


our life-long neighbors and friends, who have helped to build this new home. We 


have done everything within our power to create an edifice as fine as money, effort, 


experi 
ce and desire could make it. We will—however, not be content until you 


shall have seen it and said—‘’Well Done.” 
OI 


i U O 1 1 r 
PLEASE BE WITH OS H E I T SUNDAY AFTERNOON 


C L. C H R I S T I A N 


Fu n eral H o m e 
A rn bi ance Service 
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DECATUR 
PHONE IO 
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WISE COUNTY MESSENGER 
Decatur College Welco 
World's Oldest Junior College 
Rounding Out Fiftieth Year 
In Field Of Christian Education 
Decatur and Wise County, Point With Prider 
To This... Their Own College Which 
Has Won Widespread Fame 


A Great Service 


Greatest service rendered by this 
oldest junior clolege in the world 
is that it; has provided thousands 
of youngsters in its immediate ter­ 
ritory 
the 
opportunity 
for two 
years of college work that other­ 
wise would have been unobtainable. 


Golden Jubilee 


D. B. C. HAS FI NE R E C O R D 
OF A C H I E V E M E N T S 


Celebrated Educators, Ministers, Lawyers and 
Statesmen, Received their Early 
Education at Decatur College 


The humble path wherein the Saviour walk­ 
ed 
lie s known full well through trying years 
He's dared his all while others vainly talked, 
And wrought in faith that knew no fears. 
The loin! acclaim of this world’s self-filled 
praise.— 
The honors sung to heroes’ name.— 
The high rewards of gain in world-filled 
ways, 
Have turned him not. He’s sought no 
fame 
That honored not. his Lord whom he’s served 
In quietness, with steady tread, 
He’s walked in righteousness 
that could 
not swerve. 
How great the life thus wholly wed 
To the holy call of God from Calvary! 
How blest the world in life like this that 
gives 
Itself, its all. in rich simplicity! 
How blest in such the Kingdom lives! 
—KY A Fit I EXD 


With the approach of the half cen­ 
tury milestone, in the progress of De­ 
catur Baptist. College, the eyes of ed­ 
ucators are again turned towards this 
pioneer institution which has blazed 
the trail for junior colleges through­ 
out the world. 


Some years ago, Dr. Frederick Eby 
• if the Slate University, referred to 
this institution—as the “Oldest Junior 
College Iii the Wbrld.” Dr. Eby has 
long been recognized as an authority 
on Junior colleges, and his statement 
is definitely accepted as fact. While I 
the Junior College plan has develop­ 
ed to tremendous proimrtion* and is I 
today, perhaps one of the til os t im-! 
portant divisions of the educational I 
system—'the greater credit and glory 
fall to Decatur College because they 
pioneers! and developed the methods 
and junior college curriculums with- 
<>111 t h.' guidance of precedents. 


When the college came under the 
guidance of the Baptist Church or­ 
ganization, during the year 1898, there 
was indecision as to status and scope 
of the college. One faction favored an 
academy and the other faction argued 
for the establishment of a senior col­ 
lege. d’he junior college idea was born 
out of this contention and soon became 
popular with educators in both church 
and otherwise. It is significant that 
this oldest junior college is still flour­ 
ishing while many younger institu- 
i tions have ceased to function. 


I 
The reason for the progress and 
success of the college may be found 
j in the fine educators who have com- 
posed its faculties through the years, 
I and primarily—to its President, Dr. 
’ J. L. Ward who has guided the des­ 
tinies of the college for more than a 
third of a century. 


The above view of the Administration Building represents what President Ward considers the finest 
photograph ever made at the college. The original photograph was made by a former student while at col­ 
lege and is among Dr. Wjird’s most treasured possessions. 


Located on a hill in the edge of Decatur, Texas. 
Very healthful. Wide stitching, stimulating view 
for miles. 


School life in Decatur College is enjoyable. 
Comfortable dormitories and good gymnasium. 


Student body not too largo to receive personal 
attention, but large enough to make many friends 
in Texas and other states. 


The best proof of the character of a 
school is its output and judged by this 
standard Decatur College ranks high 
indeed. Space here does not permit a 
complete list of the graduates who 
have risen to prominence and achiev­ 
ed success. Dr. W. W. Melton, pastor 
of Seventh and James Street Church, 
Waco; Dr. W*. M. W. Splawn, former 
president of the State University, and 
I VIns. E. M. and A. C. Gettys are some 
I of the outstanding products of this 
institution; while other distinguished 
I graduates occupy positions of respon­ 
sibility and leadership in the fields of 
education, law, politics, medicine, and 
j the gospel minis!ry. 


Then* is something in Hie school 
I that arouses ambition and awakens 
the slumbering powers of young peo- 
i pie, and with many—the years in De- 
! catur College have been the beginning 
ef notable careers. 


The citizenship 
W isi■ < 'ounty have 
keen interest in the 
own” college, and 


CO-EDUCATION—the students meet in 
classes, the same chapel and Hie dining room. 
tin* 


of 
Decatur and 
always taken 
a 
progress of “their 
have backed the 
institution will! a generosity and en­ 
thusiasm which has been reflected in 
the superior attainments of this fine 


school. 


The need for 
economy is turning 
many parents of 
limited means, to­ 
ward the less expeusixe schools; and 
in view of these things the outlook of 
Decatur Baptist College is unusually 
bright. 


PLANS AKE NOW 


BEING MADE FOK 


THE GOLDEN JUBILEE 


WHICH WILL BE 


CELEBRATED IN 1941 


I SOI Half Century of Teat'luny And Learning 
The Knowledge of Truth Will Give You Faith 


| We----- 
| 
S A L U T E 
[ 
our 
I 
M E S S E N G E R 


OUR FAITHFUL NEIGHBORS have been our 


inspiration and urge 


! and----- 
I MR. C. L CHRISTIAN 


'I h<* c o m p l e t i o n a n d f o r m a l o p e n i n g of Mr. 
; Christian's new funeral borne r~ ol special 
I interest to us at Decatur Baptist Uollege- 
i because Mr. aud Mrs. Uliristian, and Iheir 
s daughter, Mrs. Tnabinett, and other mem* 
I hers ot this family, received their educa- 
= lion here. They have been life-long frit lids 
§ and supporters of I' B. 
, so we salute you, 
§ Friend Carl, and extend our t**st wishes for 
§ you and your loved ones. 


t a i l l l l l H l l t t l l H U I t l t l l l l t M I H I M t t M l l l l l l l l l l f M K t l M I I I H I I I M I t t l H M t l f t f l l t l H t l l t M i m , 


that You May Reap Abundant Lives 


Courses include English Language and Literature, Spanish, Music 


and New Testaments), reaching. Public Speaking, Physical Edu 


rangements for ministers and their children. For Catalog or other 


;»tll Voice a nd i n s t rmiieni 


ion a n d A t h l e t i c s 
B u s h 


arum ion W ri te lo lT esi 


B ib le (Old 


''pc ..si a r 


Building Christian Men And Women 
Decatur Baptist College 
Dr. J. L. WARD, President 
Decatur 
Texas 


WISE COUNTY MESSENGER 
Lake Bridgeport'--Mecca For Fishermen 


K l 


&at 
OF FLOOD WATERS COMPLETED 1831 


B v C. L. M c N a i r 


'I he I i<><.11 
I lint 
o c c u r r e d 
in 
M;iy. 


I!)!!!!, 
m u s i n g 
;t 
p m p « ‘rtj 
*l:i in a g e 
Ii’ 


!FV>rt VVK*rth o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y $3,000,- 
000.00 not, including private losses and 


t h i r t y - s e v e n d e a t h s w a s un ov en ! tli.it 


ca us! si t h e c r e a t i o n o f flood c o n t r o l <*n 


t tie \ \ k'st F o r k o f tin 
P r i m l y R i v e r . 
•Mir. Ireland Hampton. Manager of 


t h e Fort W o r t h ( ' h a n d i e r o f C o m m e r c e 


in 1922 
a n d 
1921, p r o m o t e d 
t h e p o l i t i ­ 
cal set 
tip which brought about tile 


c r e a t i o n 
o f the Water, I m p r o v e m e n t 


I bet rh t. 


(Major John IT. H aw ley and Mr. K. 
Roby, engineers, gave their 
tim e in 
promoting 
the flood 
control 
project, 
tieing assisted by the State Hoard of 
Water Engineers. 


'I brough 
i he 
publicity 
un en 
M r. 
Eugene 
Mtliili of Boyd and 
Mr. S. F. 
Eiiiard 
of Bridgeport 
became 
inter- 
esf**d and al«mt the sam e lim e eacli 
billed on !::o local a-'Snciation at fort 


W e r t h 
a n d 
reipiesied 
an 
inspect ion 


trip in W-iae County. Mr. 
Minim w as 
i n te r e s t e d 
in 
r e c l a i m in g 
o v e r f l o w 
lands near Boyd. Mr. Hillard, know ing 
the 
toi>ogrnphy of 
the river 
region 
west of B ridgeport whiclv~offer**d tin 
ideal basin for a great w ater storage 
reservoir, discovered a place w h ic h he 
thought w ould !>e a good location for 
a dam and im m ediately began try in g 
to interest th e Fort Worth orgau iza- 
ti n (th en an unincorporated a sso c ia ­ 
tion) iii building a dam on th e Wlest 
Fork o f the T rin ity River fou r m iles 
west of Bridgepot. 
In th*' spring of 1025 Mr. Hillard 
and Mr. Mu nu succeeded in getting a 
party to come to Bridgeport for an 
insj lect ion of the dam site. The party 
consisted of 
Mr. Ireland 
Hampton, 
Attorney, Jo h n B. Hawley, Engineer, 
Wj. E. Bideker, I >irector o f the W ater 
Improvement 
I>istrict( which su cceed ­ 
ed! the assm 'iation that originated the 
priiject ), J o h n A 
.Norris, C h a i r m a n of 
t h e S l a t e Bo a rd of Wa lei 
E n g i n e e r s . 


ACr. Hillard and Mr. Mumm 
Tin* S tate 
Board 
o f Witter Engi­ 
neers, through inspection made by Mr, 
Norris, requested borings at the dam 
site*, to test foundation e-onditions. 
After preliminary surveys and geo­ 
logical tests, the State Board of Wat­ 
er Engineers recommended the build­ 
ing e>f the Bridgeport Dam. 
On Ju ly 20, 1027, plans were adopt­ 
ed for flood contreil, w hich included 
Eagle M ountain Dam and Bridgeport 
Dam. 
On October 7, 
1027, 
the 
question 
w as subm itted and approved by vot­ 
ers as to issuing bonels to provide the 
money to construct the twe> dams. 
(The ceint met. for eonstrue*tion was 
awarded 
to 
the T rinity 
Farm Con­ 
struction Company, the McKenzie Con­ 
struction (Yiinjiany, and 
the 
Uvalde 
Construction 
<V>in palier 
on 
.Jainua.ry 
28, 1080.; 
[The Bridgeport dam w as completed 
in 
September, 1081. and accepted oil 
Decemlier 
15, 
1081. 
'The dam 1850 feet in length and 110 
feet iii height creates a lake* with a 
m axim um capacity of 285 billion gal- 
lems or 870,000 acre feet. The m axi­ 
mum surface area is 17,(xxi acres. 'I he 
w a ti*r surface* at spillwav heel is up* 
proxim ately 
12.(xxi 
acres. 
I tic 
total 
<*ust 
e>f the* 
Bridgeport 
prefect 
w as 


y*_J.<;< MCHX MHI. 


Arnold ceinimon school 
district was 
annexed. Iii the year e»f 1080 Drub Hill 
common school district 
and 
Draco 
ceunmon schoeil district were* annexed. 
In 1082 the Cottondale common school 
district was annexed, 
and 
iii 
1087 
Bethel common schoeil district became 
a part of the Paradise Independent 
school district. 
The* Paradise Independent School 
District 
now operates five 
modern 
school 
buses, 
transporting 
approxi- 
matel.v 275 rural boys and girl dasily. 
These boys and girls are given the ad­ 
vantage* of a 
fully affiliated high 
school. 'Hie school eiffers courses in 
music. Smith-Hughes Home Making, 
Smith-Hughes 
Agriculture, 
business 
training, weiod work, speech, English, 
and social science. Allworkis fully af­ 
filiated with the State Department of 
Education. The 
high 
se*hool 
prides 
itself in having a program of Student 
Participation 
in 
school government. 
'rile needs of the SCO boys and girls 
ore* carefully taken care of by the lo- 
e*,*il board, the citizens and an active 


I ii 11 paid . 
'Paradise citizens belast of having 
the most progressive school possible 
from the standpoint elf serving the* 
needs elf its children. Our goal in the 
future is service. Service for our fu­ 
ture citizens. 
-oOo— 
Early Business 
In Bridgeport 


The first stores or business places 
in Bridgeport were the saloons. For 
a while they sold all kinds of groceries 
and dry goods besides their intoxicat­ 
ing drinks. Tran Ray opened the first 
barber shop, and Mr. Hay was, at that 
time, living in old Bridgeport. The 
postoffice was moved from old Bridge­ 


port to n e w B r i d g e p o r t by the govern­ 
ment in August of 1808. Not long af­ 
ter 
t h e 
p o s t o f f i c e 
w a s 
m o v e d 
to 
Bridgeport, a business house and a 
hotel were erected. The Hanson Hotel 
was the first hotel erected, and it was, 
at the time, known as the El if ton ho­ 
tel. Ed leonard opened the first hard- 
wrae store, and he was the first may­ 
or of the city government organized in 
1894. 
---------------oOo........... ..— 


i 


Til lie ('linger says she has good 
luck in getting jobs and hard luck 
in holding them, but otherwise her 
luck is about average. 


You can’t keep 
down 
a 
country 
that celebrates two Thanksgivings on 
hardly enough to justfiy one. 


(Jreetinirs Pioneers ... 


W E AKE HKA T E F l L FO R FOR T H E O PP O R T U N IT Y OF 
S E R V IN O YOC 
TEXACO GA S OL I NE 
MOTOR OILS, LUBRICANTS 


W H O L E S A L E AND R E T A IL 
Preston**, Batteries, A ccessories— Wielding and General Kpcnir 
GREENWOOD GARAGE 
E. IL Wallace, Prop. 


( i r r n i H imkI. T e x a s 


-oOo — 
PARADISE HAS 


ANO P. T. A. 


Mrs. S. I 
B y 


P a r a d i s e 
is a 
tow i 
H au ls, e le v e n 
m il e s ■<* 
cat a r a n d is c s t led iii 
of West 
F o r k of tin* 
T h e p e o p le o f this 


\tkins 


o f 51 KI 
inli.ll>- 
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RAI ARCHINE SERVICE 
W A I D I N G 
* i {. v I11 e and - \ cc 3 Ie ie.ii e 
Lath Work, Repairing of Machinery 
We Are Proud af the Opportunity of Con­ 
gratulating Mr. Christian on His 
New Funeral Home 
MCCANNON MACHINE SHOP 
Jim McCammon, Owner 
Rhome, Texas 
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a t all t i m e s a n d d o e s no t m i s s a n o p ­ 
portunity to bring progress and 
im ­ 
provement to t h e com m unity. In 1935 
t h e b o a r d s a w a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o b u i l d 
a c o m b i n a t i o n A u d i t o r i u m - G y n m a s i u m . 
T his 
b e a u t i f u l 
s t r u c t u r e ' 
h a s 
a d d e d 
many opportunities to the entire citi­ 
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1885-1940 
Z. B. B 0 B 0 
Drugs and Sundaries 
Q U A L I T Y AND S E R V I C E 
Rhome 
Texas 
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BUILD - REPAIR - REMODEL 


Now Is the Time. We Can Furnish You With 
Plans and Help You to Figure 
Your Building Phoblems 
BUILDING MATERIAL — SHELF HARD­ 
WARE, LUMBER, ROOFING, FENCING 
RANCH SUPPLIES, PAINTS 
AND VARNISHES 
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MORRIS LUMBER COMPANY 
Rhome, Texas 
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We Appreciate Your Business 
J. W. NAUGLE 


Dealer In 
GASOLINE. KEROSENE. (HLS AND 
GR LASES, TIRE*'. TUBES AND 
ACCESSORIES 


town ca l l e d F.Uln­ 
ae half milt* sent Ii 
of the present town hut there w a s an­ 
other 
post 
office of 
that 
name 
in 
Texas. Then tin* town took the name 
of Surrounding Valley. 
In due tim e tin* school 
also w as 
here and a 
building of 
lumber. T his 
lumber w as 
hauled from 
Shrenian, 
T exas. H a rv ey 
Youngblood freighted 
it in an ox wagon. It. took a mo ii til to 
make the 
round trip. Soon churches 
were erected and a larger school build­ 


ing. 
Rock Island R ailroad 
e i own w as moved to 
thrived and farm ers 
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We Are Proud to Be a Part of Historic Old Wise County and to 
Have the Privilege of Serving It’s Citizens. 
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FIRST NATIONAL BANK 
Rh o rn e , Texas 


Our Resources are Available for Any Worthy Enterprise in 
the County__ 


Officers and Directors: 
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Capital Surplus and 
Undivided Profits 


XI 8 2 ,7 ( 1 1 .8 2 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporatoin 


J. II. ROWAN. President 
Z. Ii. BOBO, Vicc-I’rcsidcnt 
JO KL lf. CH WTB FILS, Cashier 
BRADY MORRIS, 
i Ar i pi r n 
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THE WISE COUNTY MESSENGER 
AND MR. C. L. CHRISTIAN 


Til PH 
\ Ii ii i i T AND QUALITY 


Y 
HERE 


The Friendly Quality’ Store Where 
They Sell Only the Best and You 
.Can Save Money Every Day in 
the Year ... 


WE APPRECIATE YOUR TRADE 


S. B. H A R D I M A N 
Y 


Grocery and Market 


In Wise County and Decatur 48 Years 
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ARE YOO SORE? 
A GOOD. C O M P L E T E A B S T R A C T 
M A K E S Y O U R P R O P E R T Y LAW- 
PROOF, M E R C H A N D I S A B L E OR 
B A N K A B L E 
THAT’S OUR BUSINESS 


(. t 


The Wise County Abstract Co. 


J. L SELLARS 
Bank Building 
Decatur, Texas 
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W I S E C O U N T Y M E S S E L T ? p 
Boyd Bank 


CONTINENTAL 
DAIRYING ADDS OVER HALF MILLION 


STATE WEATHERS YEARLY TO INCOME OF FARMERS 
9 SEVERE SLUMPS 
- - - - 


another 
Southwest 


Organized in 1909 when there were 
few automobiles on the roads and few­ 
er hard roads for them to travel upon, 
the Continental State Rank of Boyd, 
has progressed through the years to 
the presellt day with added strength 
and greater Hilarity with each tossing 
year. 
, 
Fhiough three decades, from the 
time the Wright Brothers were experi­ 
menting with their “flying machine.” 
the squawky phonograph off cm l par- 
!or entertainment and the radio was 
P dreamed miracle, this bank has wit­ 
nessed social and political upheaved. 
'has weathered nine depressions and 
i has seen the economic change in the 
world which have changed the maps 
and in fact, has changed the charac­ 
ter of our civilization. 
Inuring all these times the Conti- 
*ntal .State Bank has gone on the 
^en tenor of its way, caring for the 


By Frank Turner 
1 * he first faint show that there was 
i H Possibility of converting the old 
farm cow into a money making ma­ 
chine appeared about 1912 when a 
small unsophisticated, classified ad­ 
vertisement was imt into a farm paper 
that circulated widely in this section. 
It was the announcement of a Fort 
Worth Creamery to the effect they 


Compliments of 
I). H. MOSLEY 
Groceries—Meats 
Slidell, Texas 


financial business of its patrons, of­ 
fering advice where needed and serv­ 
ing the community of Boyd faithful 
ly throughout periods of depression 
and plenty, through day- ,,f tightness 
s'lid prosperity. 
Aile bank is now a member of the 
Federal 
Dejiosit 
Insurance Corpora­ 
tion and the depositors are assured 
added protection through that organi­ 
zation. 
Based upon 
sound banking 
principles and offering the very best 
of service to its customers this hank 
has continued through the years to 
grow in size* and strength. It has paid 
a total of 63,075.25 in dividends to its 
stockholders since it* organization. 
It’s officers, led by the late W. M. 
Koone, president, 
have consistently 
worked with tile idea of service fore­ 
most in all their business dealings and 
have carried that idea through with 
the result that the business man, the 
farmer, tile homeowner and Hie wage 
earner all know and se** their friend­ 
ly. courteous and sympathetic services. 


would pay a cash price per pound for 
any quantity of “cream” that would 
be shipped to them by any producer. 
The effect of this advertisement was 
nil in Wise County for ninny years. 
Cows were only recognized for the util­ 
ity of supplying the family needs of 
milk and butter. In later years this 
market outlet became a major factor in 
economic prosperity of many farmers 
of Wise County, but at the beginning 
was little understood and went unno­ 
ticed. 
(In 1912 a thinking farmer who lived 
in Wise County broke entirely from cot­ 
ton 
raising 
as 
a 
m e t h o d 
o f 
making 
a 
living. 
Ile 
i n d u c e d 
two 
or 
three 
neighbors 
to 
co­ 
operate with him and after tiler plans 
were laid a small supply of milk had 
been subscribed for definite delivery 
tbey sought and found a cash market 
iii Wichita Falls where a buyer agreed 
to take tiler product at a stipulated 
price. 
Ii his 
initial production 
amounted 
to six cans daily of a total weight of 
approximately 
480 pounds. 
It 
was 
shipped by express to Wichita Fulls. 
Item it ta nee checks for the first few 
days were returned promptly and then 
a deplorable hitch occurred for the 
new venture. Remittances stopjied and 
there was no explanation as to why. 
The shipments to that market stop­ 
ped also. This man and his associates 
then sought for other markets and 


C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S 


Messenger on Your 60th Anniversary 


ALWAYS BETTER VALUES IN 


GROCERIES AND FEED 


A Feed for Every Purpose” 


VV. E. S C 0 T T 


Alvord, Texas 


on a visit to Dallas they found a po 
J tential market in a firm of milk re­ 
ceivers and handlers on the Dallas 
market, 
named 
Tennessee 
Dairies, 
I Inc. IVmiessee Dairies, after a few 
initial and 
trial 
shipments, 
rented 
| a crude shed at Decatur to suffice 
as a receiving station aud put in op- 
j erat ion to ply between Wise Coun­ 
ty points and Dallas a motor trans­ 
portation truck built after the fash- 
bui "ii a furniture van I" haul the 
milk supply to Dallas, accumulated 
then in sufficient quantities to make 
such arrangements satisfactory. 
Under the stimulus of a penna- 
lieut 
and 
dei>enduble 
market, 
and 
belial forwrad by a number of inci­ 
dental aids mentioned later, the busi­ 
ness of whole milk production aud 
marketing, supplemented by the pro­ 
duction and marketing of cream or 
butterfat, began an astonishing jx*ri- 
od of expansion and growth. Tile coun­ 
ty stood first in rank for rural pro­ 
ducing counties in the Southwest and 
* the original model on which the pro- 


Congratulations 
WISE COUNTY MESSENGER 


On Your 6(ith Anniversary and to Our Friend, C. L. Chris­ 
tian On the Completion of His New Funeral Home iii Deca­ 
tur. 


grain 
of 
many 
county is based. 
ilf ears later, the Tennessee corpor­ 
ation, always the largest factor in the 
marketing industry of the section, es­ 
tablished at Decatur a modern plant 
for the handling and processing of 
dairy products. Probably $75,000 is 
I invested in plant equipment and build­ 
ings. Butter and dry powdered milk 
are the leading products turned out, 
though fixtures are installed for mak­ 
ing cheese. 
Fifty thousand pounds of milk a 
day have been handled by this plant, 
the average being abou tthirtv thou­ 
sand pounds, production originating 
mainly jn the Decatur and Bridge­ 
port territories, but scattered also well 
j through the county. The income ex- 
I ceeds 
twenty 
thousand 
dollars 
a 
month. 
I 
During this era of expansion the 
farm production and sale of butterfat 
also grasped the imagination of the 
fanner producer. The stimulation of 
an available daily cash market was 
and is the big factor, (’ream and 
milk gathering routes were establish­ 
ed throughout the county, the product 
being taken from the farm door and 
delivered fresh in « few hours with I 
quality retained. Production of this I 
type was restricted rn the small farm-1 
cr, the man with the three to eight 
cow average, while the larger volume 
of whole milk was turned out by the 
larger farmer-duiryman whose s o c i­ 
al ty induced him to keep as many a’s 
a hundred cows in his herd. 
| 
Tile income to the county mounted j 
to well above a half million dollars I 
in cash in 1937 to fanners of Wise 
County. A supplemental income of con­ 
siderable 
proportions 
was 
derived 
from sales of surplus stock, also from | 
ski rn-in ilk fed to young growing farm 1 
stock, and cash items also but d iffi-1 
cult to estimate as to total. Another 
product of tangible value belatedly 
coming into recognith n for its worth I 
is the annual production of barnyard 
manure for soil enrichment and crop 
growth of which ti vast tonnage is!' 
created in a year. Three-quarters of a L 
million dollars yearly income from the 11 
dairy business is a fair estimate of 14 
the worth of the industry to the c o n n - « 
I y. 
i • 
The business grew from a hostile at- • 
titude, in the face of declining fertili- h 
ty and inroads of the boll weevil, from M 
the dilemma produced by gradual dis- j i 
appearance of cotton as a financial 
j 
dependence. 
From 
this 
agricultural j 
and business predicament 
the busi-N 
ness arew until it is now the bulwark *1 
of business of tis* county, the savior 3 
,lian>' a small farmer ami nierch- I j 
ant, and intensely more appreciated I 
lur ,v;|son o f the fart that ex cry day 
in Wise County may be pay-off day 
!t I,u' fanner so wills; if. and fop rea- 


II ° r f , “ ‘ t'act 
t h a t 
b i i s i m - v is 
m o r e 


solitary* farm industry. 
Tile county 
is a region of diversified soils, sandy 
loams dominate the west side, and 
prairie 
pasture 
and 
heavier ’ clay 
loams in eatsern section. Fruits, vege­ 
tables, 
feed crops, peanuts, melons 
sorghums, cotton, corn and other crops 
are adapted to the sandy loam. Most 
of the dairying of the comity is con- 


controled among the smaller farms of 
the eastern center of the county with 
Bridgeport as probably 
the center. 
Most of these small farms are oil a 
cash paying basis; at least they enjoy 
thut possibility. Not one of these plac­ 
es but what enjoys the facility of 
exchanging cream or milk production 
of its Nuciii herd. 
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LIBERTY CLEANERS 


Phone 314 
Decatur, Texas 
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L E S T E R ’S G R O C E R Y 


GREENWOOD 
THONE 2 FI 


A LIFE LONG RESIDENT OF SUDELL 
ANI) WISE COUNTY 


C. M. MAXW ELL 


Grocery and Market 


Feeds, Gas, Oils, Shelf Hardware 


CASH BUYERS OF PRODUCE & CREAM 
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BOYD, TEXAS 
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22 Years iii Slidell 
VI elding 
Woodwork - 
Feed Grindin 
Sales and Servii e of Wind mills 


A 
MODERN LAUNDRY SERVICE 
Helpyourself — Finish Work 
PRUITT WASHATER1A 
Slidell 
Texas 
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For Quality and Service 
A L L E N D U R H A M 
Grocery and Market 
Fresh Meats, Vegetables, Fruits, 
We Buy Produce--Sell for Less 
Ice C ream -Home Made Sausage 
Texas 
Slidell 
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Deposits Insured by Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 


STRONG - CONSERVATIVE - DEPENDABLE 
I 
Atkins 
— Service — Prices 


Slidell 


> > v 
v 
a ,♦ 


Backed By Fifty-Seven Years of Banking 
Experience; Enjoyed Substantial Growth 
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Singleton Operates 


Deep Coal Mine 


Wise County's deepest coal mine, 
tin* Singleton mine, owned ami operat­ 
ed by C. B. Singleton, was 
opened 
four years ago on 
r. 
Singleton s 
farm and produces a really excellant 
grade of bituminous coal. 
T h is -coal is shipped by truck to 
till parts of Texas and oklahom a aud 
in m any cases the purchasers come 
to tin* m i n e to get the ir own loads. 
Not being located directly on a rail- 
rond, t h e mine is w hat is termed a 
"truck /nine” because of its use of 
I nu k* in shipping. 


A ii 
m ode rn equip ment 
est d by 
I In* 
lo 
men 
em p loye d 
by 
Mr. 
Singleton 


permit 
t h e 
most 
e ffi c ie n t of mining 
operations. The mine is 
about IOO 


feet deep and it is claimed that the 
deeper tho mine the better grade of 
coal it produces. 
Mr. Siugleon has been a resident 
of Wise County for a number of years 
and bis w ife was born and reared in 
the county. They have a family of ten 
children, most of whom are grown 
and are 
now 
located 
in 
different 
parts of the state but who will be 
“home” for 
Christmas as they 
al­ 
ways hold a family reunion at that 
time. 
■ it ti i 
'rite average width of the Isthmus 
of Panama is 70 miles. 


Tile S a n Francisco earthquake and 
fire caused damage estimated ut ap* 
pi ox i ma I cly 
t w o 
hu ndred 
f i l l y 
I’il­ 
ium dollars. 


F is h e s are the lowest c la s s of \ar- 
teh ra te a n im a ls . 
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Wa g g o i or. 
F r o m t i me to t i me v a r i o u s c h a n g e s 
Im vc I .I i ii a a . I e in t he s y s t e m s o f lh'* 
h a n k hut its 'I n r d h i e s s a a s pr e\ ailed, j 


W h e n 
Mi. 
I a n . i a 
ret in d in 
I ''s I 
I' 
W a g g o n e r 
hora me pr es i dent . 
Ile 
w a s 
s u e , . , . I , , I 
bv 
Fun 
I. 
W a g g o n e r , w h o 
r e m a i n e d pr es i dent until I* eh. is. It*.-IP. 
Mr . F r a n k T u r n e r , w h o is now 
p r e s i ­ 
dent . 
s u c c e e d e d 
th* 
l a t t e r 
Mr. 
M a g J 
g, liter 
» M h e r of til ors 
now 
an* 
ll. 
'I 
L e o n a r d . Vi i e - l ' r e s i d e n t . I, 
!' Li b s o n , 
i ' a s h i e r ; 
M 
I. Hill a u d • ■ 
I . ' . a g e . 
A s s i s t a n t C a s h i e r s 
T h e pr es ent iii r e c ­ 
t o r s an* p. M . I’.ii riot I, I.. L. L u r fess, 


IF ' I. la ma rd. I >1. T. < I. Uogers. L. Ii 


Fi l lers, '! 
T. 
1 luge. T. L, T m ke r , 'I 
I 
S 
LIU. Ii, 
I’. 
Li hs on, 
and 
Fran k 


Turner. 
T h r o u g h 
hail 
I iHies a nd 
good 
this 
hank 
cud 
its predeeessors h a v e been j 


bu lw a rk s 
of 
ftnam-tai 
integrity 
and 
ha v e 
supporte d 
this 
c o m m u n ity 
and 


I h s * 11 
I ova Iii 
s u p p o r t s 
hy 
it. 
Ii 
st a n d s 
ready 
to 
r* later ever y 
ba n k- j 
jug tacili ty and 
is ad eq u at ely e qu ip 
ped to give every banking service. A 
ge ne ra l 
banking 
business 
iii 
all 
its 
ph ases is carried on. giving sp**cial at- I 
tent ion to commer cial and a g r i c u l t o r - | 
a1 accounts. 


Decatur Sales 
Company Moves 
To New Location 


T im 
I a cat ur 
S:i le^ 
<*«>., 
formerly 
k n o w n as the Latin A d v er tisi n g S e t - I 
vice 
iii 
I lec atut', 
recently 
moved 
to 
the soot ll sid e of til" sq tm re nevi 
to 
the 
A. 
A 
F. 
Loo,) 
Store. 
T h e 
new 
ho m e is m u ch more modern and a bet- [ 
ter lighted building wi th a much n u - j 
cr 
di sp la y 
room 
and 
n pair 
depart 
uncut. 
i' b a rl ey 
it,-inn, 
t h e ow n e r 
ha s e x - j 


pa tided his lines in radios and m u s i - ; 
cal i n s t r u m e n t s 
in his new 
home. 
A 
la rg er a n d m o re varied assort ment of 
all ty p e s of instrum ents aud supplies I 
ha s hoen ad d ed II** is also e st a b lish in g > 
a fine 
piano business on sales or J 
trades. 
Mr. Harm 
is a 
native 
of 
W ise I 
County w here he has spent most of I 
his life and is 
very 
well 
known j 
throughout the entire county. Before j 
entering the radio business he lived 
on a farm iii M ise County where he 
silent a great deal of his time prepar­ 
ing for his career. 


TEXANS 


NDUSTRIAL 
OPPORTUNITIES 


, T e x a n s a r e w o r k i n g t o g e t h e r , 
meeting the challenge of industrial opportunities in 
the Lone Star State. Chemical engineers are discovering 
new uses for products of Texas’ farms and forests ... 
new uses for her mineral and other natural resources. 
Industrial engineers are perfecting m anufacturing 
processes which will convert Texas’ raw materials 
into finished products. Texas power companies are 
prepared w ith adequate, cheap and dependable 
electric energy to supply all the power needs of Texas 
industries.Texas financial institutions have the capital 
needed for the construction and operation of manu­ 
facturing plants to be located within easy reach of 


raw materials. Texas labor is ready, with a sincerely 
co-operative attitude toward Texas industry. 
The Texas Power & Light Company, pioneer of 
transmission line electric service in Texas, throughout 
its 28 years has fostered all phases of industrial develop­ 
ment as a basis for a broader and a sounder prosperity 
in Texas. Today, this Company continues to place 
behind this significant movement the full measure of 
its resources and experience. 
This Company invites inquiry regarding oppor­ 
tunities which abound in the widespread area which 
it serves in Texas...serves with low-cost, dependable 
electric power for all purposes. 


TEXAS POWER & LIGHT COMPANY 


Sixtieth Anniversary Edition 


Section 


D 


Section 


D 
Published in the Dairy Center of the Great Southwest 
Merging Decatur hews Jan. 1935 And The News Review October 1940 


60TH YEAR 
DECATUR, TEXAS 


Mr. K. WI. Ranshaw, who is still at 
the head of the “busiest little drug 
store iii the state.” 


{These very capable managers have 
continuously upheld the policy of the 
Renfro organization hy giving their 
customers tin* hest of drug merchan­ 
dise ait a reasonable price. 


As far back as the majority of De­ 
catur aud 
Wise I'mmtv 
people cun 
remember there has always been a 
di ng store on tile silo u here Renfro's 
is located. 


W 0 U L I) 
Y 0 U 
E I K E 
T O 
J O I N 
A 
R O W L I N G 
C L U B ? 


Sim mon s 
op era ted 
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‘ before 
th e 
turn 
of 
T A K E H E R B O W L I N G - 
S H E WI L L E N J O Y IT! 
The Wife or—Sweetheart—Will Get a 
Thrill Ort of the Sport and 
Good Fun of Bowling 
Decatur’s Up-To-Date 


roils prescrip- 
were filled by 
present Ren- 


East Side of Square 
Ted Smith 
Decatur, Texas 
Hawmill and Store, operated by < 
allot her pa rt of I Ids see! ion 


REIVFRO’S 


CELLOPHANE AND CHRISTMAS PAPERS 
FIRE PROOF CO TTO N ............................ w , 


TREE L IG H T S- 
....................... 39c to SHOO 
El F.CTRIC W R EA TH S............................ 25c 
TOY TRACTORS 
................................. % c 
SMOKING STANDS 
$1.1*1 up to$2.98 
BOXED STATIONERY 
SIV- rn SI OII 


The I5 mun! 
CHRISTMAS 
T 
CHOCOLATES 


"■& & & 
5 lits. 


ic man 


arm 


R A G T I M E 


C h o c o l a t e s 
Holiday 
Greeting* 
Home 
Assortment 
of Fine 
Chocolate 


Electric Appliances 


SALE PRICED 


Mennen's Gift Set with Shav­ 
ing 
Cream, 
S k i n 
Bracer, 
Talcum and Skin Balm, a q _ 
$1.35 value ................... #OV 
Yello Bole Ripes— 
Fu!! Line of 


T O Y S 


G A M E S 


D O L L S 


T O Y S 


Evening in Paris Perfume, Rouge and 
Face Powder. 
a a A g 
Christmas box:..................... Si mow J* 


Bradshaw’s Woodbine 
Shaving Lotion ........ 
Evening in Paris Perfume 
in Special Hoi day Package 


Evening in Paris Cologne 
and P e rfu m e ......................... 


Evening in Paris Talcum 
t ologne and Perfume........ 


Harriet Hubbard Ayer 
Make-Up C a d d y .......... 


Harriet Hubbard Ayer Honeysuckle 
Cologne and 
a a 
B a th Powder .........................J 4 i v v 


H a r r i e t Hubbard Ayer 
Pink Clover Talcum and 
Hand 
Soap ....................... 5 j C 


H u d n n t ' i 
Marvelous 
Make-Up 
a | 
a a 
Kit .............. 
) X i V V 


Hudnut’o 
Goroey Set 


LaCross Men! 
euro S o t ......... 


Coly Air Spun Face Powder 
£ £ £ . . . . . . . $1.00 
ailette Tech Razor 
nd 5 Blades.......... 
Order Now-! 


Renfroe Store Is Ready For X ’mas 


History of Decatur 
Lions Club 


B y .Alton ll. 


A little more than fifteen years sign, 
twenty 
Decatur 
citizens 
good 
and 
true and public spirited decided to 
pool 
their 
individual 
resources 
for 
service and form a Lions Club. it. was 
July, 1025. Walter Smith, former citi­ 
zen of Decatur but living in Farm- 
'“rs' in*' 
'bnf time, 
brought 
some 
of his Farmersville Lions over to as- 
•'"I 
!»e.-atur folk in si, >0 under­ 
taking and to mo t ln>iii properly Ol­ 
ga nixed. 
I i . first meeting « a s 
lieut 
in the (J rent house Hotel, and the or-j 
ganization perleritM, ii Was not 
u n -j 
til December, however, tbat the* Char-] 
tor from 
I Im- Lions 
Iniornai ioiml w a s ' 
scs-und. 
rims d o m in o , ,t 
boin g 
d a t e d ' 
Ijoeember 22, 
I-a:;;, lt w., s 
;)s< 
follow s . 


ll 
.NL Helm 
President, 
J. 
Karl 


-I 
I. 
W i n d . I , C. Loyd, s . 


, r * 
l ! l ! i - 
r 
'• 
' lirisi in n. 
.I 
A. 
S i m ­ 
mons. VV, 
WI 
IP od, W illard .Tones, I 
(Tiff D. Cates, lf. IL Smith, 
p. i 


Dodson, 
p. 
M, 
Curry, 
Secretary, 
Clarence A. Reeves, P. J. Fullingim, 
IL M. Bnttrill, S. M. Ward, F. A. 
Davenport, Roy C. Heath ingt on, C. A. 
Burton. 
President Helm served not only the 
balance of that year but also through­ 
out the calendar years 1926, 1927 and 
j 1928. During his administration, the 
Lions undertook jKrhaps the ino«t nm- 
J hitious program that any young Lions 
| ( I uh ever tackled: that of securing 
j for Decatur the assistance of the IJar- 
I mon Foundation ” in estnhlikhing iTaY- 
i mon Field as a city park. The origin- 
;(.">1 grant of the Foundation 
was 
for 
$2,000, with which the site of the park 
was purchased. Efforts to obtain this 
grant were begun in August 1927, and 
w i t h i n eight months what had been 


a 
cornfield was transformed into a 
modern 
playground 
aud 
recreation 
(■•'ti t * ■ I'. Tho 
bind 
had 
I 
a 
oleared. 


1 rtMS 
h ad 
Im 
a 
p l u m e d , 
w a t e r 
lines 
id In take ca re 
ut I bein 
a lid 
the 
L a s s , te nn is m a r t s had been laid out, 
•'•od 
ap pro xi: U){ely 
81. Mn, 
w o r th 
of 


p la y g r o u n d e q u ip m e n t 
had been j * I a - • 
"d tli e rco n T i n s u n u s u a l progress won 


>"'■ 
1 h e 
I >'■< a h u - 
L i o n s 
at, 
a d d i t i o n ; ! | 
$200 from the Harmon Foundation in 


pi i 
■ -r 
md 


Thai bood Gulf Gasoline 


And Gulf Pride Motor Oil 


W ashing and Greasing a Specialty 
AUTO PARTS—REPAIR ON ANV MODEL 
CAR RY EXPERT MECHANICS 
Dayton Tires— All Work Guaranteed 
TOM LESTER 
EARL WARD, Jr. 
Bridgeport 


BUILDERS AND DEVELOPERS 


Stephens & Trull! Lumber Company 


ALL KINDS OF BUILDING MATERIALS 
We Are Proud of the Opportunity of Serving 


The Pioneers of This Area 


J. H. Scott, Mgr. 
Assisted by M. I). Parnell 


B U Y Y O U R C OAL 


F ll (I M 
CHAS. SINGLETON 


Owner ar cl Operator of Deepest Coal Mine 


fin W 
i s e ( O l i n ( 3^ 
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Chrysler. . . Plymouth 
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GONIll S E R V I C E S I M I O N 


COSDEN GAS AND OILS 


Wholesale and Retail 


Phone 66 
Decatur 


the form of a prize. Thus Decatur be­ 
taine one 
of 
only 
21 
towns 
and 


itics in the nation to receive such 
a field at that time. 
With the completion of the park 
project. President Helm, one of the 
oiiginal 
third-teriuers 
persuaded 
the club to turn the reins over to 
someone else, and C. P. Dodson, re­ 
cently returned from Dallas where ho 
had lived for awhile, was selected 
as second president of the club, for 
the calendar year 1929, 
I rom the very beginning, one of 
the activities of the Lions C lu b was I 
the providing of eyeglasses for under-j 
Urged children in need of such, 
lo 
riiildron 
w h o s e 
pa r e n ts 
w e re J 
J inn rn billy able to pr ov id e them, 
A not bm* e arl y a c ti v ity w a s the se nd-! 
ing of some one or more persons an­ 
nually to the A. A Al. College Short I 


< mirst', 


T l 'e 
'Ob. cm 
of 
I!•;’,<» 
brought 
the 


!'f‘ ns fl” !r 11 ><'<! president in the p e r ­ 
son of AV*. C. Shults, who held forth 
until .lune 1931. This additional half 
.Tear w a s se i n e d du e to a decision of 


l,H‘ 
( ’iu l' 
" b unge 
from 
the c a le n ­ 
dar year to tile fiscal year for all of­ 
ficers. o n e of the outstanding activi­ 
ties o f Decatur Lions was begun dur­ 
um 
t be 
a d m i n i s tr a t i o n 
o f 
President 
S i, !, h " 
Thilf w a s file e st a b lish m e n t of 
a Student Loan Fund for 
the p u r -j 
‘ ‘' 
" f a s s i s t i n g w o r t h y y o u n g men 
in attending Decatur Baptist College.! 


r" r Ibis purp ose w a s raised by 
a carnival that was held June 26 and 
bbl • 
A total o f s I 2 1.00 W as rais- 


■" l! 
' d c 
' c u t lire 
w a s 
considered 
NO su c c e s s f u l 
that 
1! 
w a s derided 
to 
•old 
a 
Lions 
Carnival 
annually, 
d u r i n g tile tim e that 
the Loan 
Fund 
has 
been 
fun cti oni ng , eight 
di fferent 
\ 011ng men 
h a v e been 
loaned a 
total 


* 7 Ludo, m uc h o f wh ich has a lre a d y 
been repaid. It was d u ri n g this same I 
a <lm in ist rat ion that the e n t r a n c e posts 
of stone m as on ry w ere added to H a r ­ 
mon Field, 


As has been mentioned, tho origin- 
meeting of the Lions in Decatur 
was held at the Greathouse Hotel, and 
tliis continued to he the m e e t i n g place 
for so m e m on th s. Later, how ev er, the 
meeting place was moved to the old 
<'handier o f 
C o m m e r c e Hall on 
the 
north side of the square, the present 
location of the Texas P o w e r & Light 
Company. A second move was made in 
tile sp rin g Of 1932. this time to R o g ­ 
ers Hall at the northeast 
corn er of 
the square. This move was made (lur 
ing the administration of Dr. T. G. 
Rogers, w h o w a s president d u rin g th e ! 
fiscal year, 1931-1932, the fourth man 
to 
head 
Decatur Lions. Dr. 
Ro gers I 
was succeeded by C. L. Christian for 
" ic fiscal ye ar. 1932-1933. It w a s dill’- I 
In- 
G a rb s 
a d m in is tr a t io n 
that 
t h e ! 
Pions, thru the a s s is t a n c e of the Lady 
Lions, obtained their own dishes and 
si lve rw are. 
Su ffic ie n t 
equip ment 
w a s 
pu rchas ed to s e r v e 
loo persons. 
All 
'•ups. 
sa u ce r s , 
plates, 
knives, 
forks, 
spoons, etc., bore the label, “Decatur 


Lions. 
Most of this equipment is still 
on hand a n d in use. 
In June 1933, T. 
L. 
Tucker 
was 
elected sixth president of 
the club, 
hut he found it impossible to serve in 
that capacity, and c. I*. Dodson was 
aga in presses! into smw b o to lead the 
I meat nr Lions. It w a s about this tim e 
that Lion D o d s o n assisted ii, souk* e x - ' 
"ml bv 1 lie Lions ( Tub, aide d I m e nh ir 


College in 
se c u r in g Hie 
first 
lighted 
ath letic 
field 
in 
this sent mn o f 
the 
state. 


Guy <\ P o w e ll I" 
11 e 'Tub for t h e fi -<• 


aud he w a s fol low ed 
■ 1936, 


md 


anc preside!!! of 
year. I 934-1935. 
v Hernia ii J o n e s 
bw.vi r iii-.! out 
d lo tin. Levi- 
-mug bi- n. 
By 
M 
duties, 
p , of­ 


ficers of the chil)—and that Decatur 
Hub had no directors, despite the fact 
that the constitution of Lions Clubs 
provides for regular meetings of of­ 
ficers and directors. Directors 
were 
forthwith appointed and regular meet­ 
ings of officers and directors were 
held thereafter. 
It was during this fiscal year of 
1935-1936 
that 
Decatur 
Lions 
had 
their greatest honor to date .showered 
upon them by the election of C. P. 
Dodson as District Governor of Dis-, 
tiict 
2-hj. 
Governor 
Dodson 
served 
ably and well, making hosts of friends 
for himself and for Decatur through­ 
out the District and Lions Interna­ 
tional. 
The following year. 1936-37, 
Lee 
was elected eighth President of Deca­ 
tur Lions, and it was during this year 
that the sponsorship of ii scout troop I 
was 
first 
undertaken. 
There 
were 
I some who felt, at the time that it 
would not he a good thing to tie the 
club up with any other organization. 
hut it was this undertaking that led 
to the greatest financial effort thnt, 
the club has ever put forth. It happened 
, like this: diaries A. Cates was seiec- 
I cd as scoutmaster, and lie and the 
boys attempted to hold their meetings 
at the old log cabin in the city' park. 
It soon became obvious that nothing 
of value could be kept safely here, 
however, and, after a few months, the 
boom Troop was for all practical pur­ 
poses disbanded. It fell the let <, 
Dr. 
L. P. Diggins, ninth president of De- f 
catur Lions during 3937-38, to lead 
out in the attempt to solve the prob­ 
lem of what to do with the scouts. 
UVU, 
anybody 
knows 
that 
figures 
'bm ! Ii*', hut some Lions started fig­ 
uring on building a scout cabin that 
I (,ould be safely locked, and that would 
adequately provide for the needs of 
Hie scowts. This figuring came to a 
head during the administration of J. 
AL Gibbon, tenth man 
to 
serve 
as 
I president of the Decatur Lions, who 
held forth during the year 1938-39. 
The plans increased with the volume 
j of the figuring, and it was finally de- 
j ci(led to undertake the erection of a 
building that. would not only take care 
I of both boy scouts and girl scouts but 
also provide for the housing needs of 
the Lions themselves. Accordingly, a I 
lot was purchased from C. L. Chris­ 
tian just north of the county jail, 
and plans were laid for the beginning 
of work on the construction of the 
first Lions Club 
Building 
in 
tile 
State of Texas, perhaps in all Lions 
International. The structure was com­ 
pleted in January 3939, at a cost of 
just slightly under $3,500. The cost 
was held that low only through the 
donation of much time and work on 
> the part of several Lions, particular­ 
ly the Building Committee} consisting 
. of Lions C. P. Dodson, T. L. Tucker, 
j II. B. Pearson, T. S. Gill, and IL IL 
I Heathington. The cost of an archi­ 
tect and contractors was thus elimi- j 
Hated, and when 
the building was 
completed, 
insurance 
companies 
of- j 
j fered to insure it at $7,500. Financing, 
; of the project was 
handled largely I 
1 through 
loans. Approximately 
$400 | 
was raised 
through 
popular 
sub­ 
scription after the lot had already 
been bought for the nominal sum of 
$250 taken from the general fund of 
the club, and $2,800 was borrowed. 
T he balance now outstanding is all 
in the Building and I yuan Association, 
and is being repaid like rent. 
I he first meci iii”' w as h<Jd in I lie 
m-w Lions Den the first Wednesday 
in february, BIBO. .Much publicity has 
canc to the Hub through the unique 
distinction ot being the unix 
known 
Limis ('hilt in cnii its own building. 
Scouts 
h av e 
now 


un d e r tho 1« 


' 
Co Iii I 


I 
f l o o r 1 
on new 
adership 


(lion 
>f ti; 
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- 
(pi 


e b u i l d - 


;tt 
e rn e . 
Charles 
Phi. 
iii 


t ini er 


cl Itll 
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(I o f tot 


A m t 
o f M i s s .Ie 
r ti: 


B u r 


t o o k 
a 
I m l lier 
p r o g r e s s i v e 
s t e p 
b y 


OPENING GF KEW ALLEYS 


L 


FOR PLEASURE 


FOR EXERCISE 


FOR HEALTH 


YOUR OLD 


BOWLING FRIEND 


up 


Home 


Owned 


Robt. 


Blankenshi 


ITI Expect You 


Southeast Cor. 


Square 


being the first small Lions Club in j 
this section to publish a weekly Baile 
tin. It was an outgrowth of inspira­ 
tion received in a talk by Don A Cow­ 
an, editor of The Tail, official bulle­ 
tin of Fort Wbrth lio n s Club, gvien 
af the District Convention in Aliueral 
Wells a few days earlier that Alay. 
Alton B. Lee was made editor of the 
bulletin, it was subsequently named 
“The Din 
and has been issued week­ 
ly since. 
One Dr. James T. Darwin became 
the eleventh man to serve Decatur 
Lions as their president, pinch-hitting 
during 3939-40. The club continued to 


j grow and prosper, until its member­ 
ship at present stands at 55. This rep 
resents 
a 
very 
substantial 
growth 
since the completion of the Lions Den. 
j 
The history of Decatur Lions Club 
could in no wise be considered com­ 
plete without mention of Alisg Boss 
Coleman, who has been Lions Sweet­ 
heart almost from the* very beginning. 
Shortly alter tin* club was organized, 
she became an indispensible fixture 
through her splendid musical ability, 
meeting with the Lions each week, and 
playing tile piano for them while they 
ate. Slie knows the favorite music of 
just about every member of the club 
, and their whims as well. Thus she 
has contributed something to the De­ 
catur Lions Club that is lacking en­ 
tirely in most Lions Clubs. 


Additional musical talent was moi 
or less “appropriated” by the elal 
when, in 3939, Miss Elwanda Lee waf 
officially designated as Lions Song 


bird. 
Elwanda 
has 
delighted 
local 
Lions several times with 
her sing] 
ing, and on other occasions has visit* 
"iller duns with the Lions, to sing foi 
them there. 
Present skipper of the club is 
Williams, who was promoted from) 
job of club secretary, which he 
down with admirable efficiency, 
who is making just as 
good 
af 
helmsman. 
I bus, in fifteen years, only tw em ? 
men have served in the capacity of 
president of Decatur Lions, ten of 
whom are still right here. Herman 
Jones and Guy C. Powell are the only 
two who have moved away. And in 
fifteen 
years 
of 
existence 
Decatur 
Lions have been honored by their fel­ 
lows in the 
district 
with 
a 
zone 
Chairman, a Deputy District Gover­ 
nor from among their membership, and 
in fifteen years the club has nearly 
'rippled its size, has erected its own 
Den. and lias taken its rightful place 
in the sun. The motto of Lions every 
where has been and 
is its guiding 
star: 
LIBERTY, 
INTELLIGENCE, 
OUR NATION’S SAFETY! 
-0O0- 
PATROMZE THE ADVERTISERS 


STOP AT THE 


COLLEGE STREET 


Grocery and Market 
BEST MEATS AND GROCERIES 
AT 
THE L O WE S T P R I C E S 
VV E 
DE L I V E R 
P h o n e 2 5 5 


WE REPRESENT. . . 


OLI) LINE COMPANIES 
LIFE, FIRE, WINDSTORM 


1! O N K S ------ 


B U T T R I L L & C O L L I N S 


Decatur, Texas 


WE C O N G R A T U L A T E 


THE WISE COUNTY MESSENGER 
On Their (loth Anniversary 
MR. C. L C H R I S T I A N 
On His New Funeral Home 
Visit Our S t o r e 


F«r Your C h r is m s Shopping. The Store 
I 
*' db Quality Christmas Merchandise 
At low est Prices 
B A R N E S S T O R E S 


rn'to 81,00 
H-calu r, Texas 


Our Good Friend 


MR. CARL CHRISTIAN 


Upon the Completion of 


His Beautiful New 


M O R T U A R Y 
And Extend To Him and His Staff 


Our Sincere Wishes for 


C O N T I N U E D P R O S P E R I T Y 


A F R I E N D 
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^ nituie at practically give-away prices. 
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L I V I N G R O O M S UI TES S ACRI F I CED 
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± 
URNITOR 


I urn loose our entire big stocks at a 
v. icie sale wk 


2 ?>iece Yelo ur Living 
Room Suites 


spring 
roil. t :-!!r! inn, 
reversible 
cushions. t\ as a good Si JO value. 
! ' " i n c bi 1 ii iv sa h* ut 
* V- 


m VELOUR SITTE 
44.50 


Starts Friday 9 a. .... 
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IGOI GIFTS FOR THE HOME 
AT SENSATIONAL SALE PRICES 


our enate big nocks at a -."o.iendoas sacrifice This stSS I 


from .we^S1 
W* * ^ I 
goes regardless of cost or losses 
h" 1 been held b^ e v e r y t h i n g 
BED R O O M F U R N I T U R E SALE PRICED 
I 


Here is a beautiful Jiving room 
suite upholstered in 
rich, gel 
den brown velour. You’ll have 
to come early for this one 
— 
. 
___ 
' 
' " “ J 
I 111 n* Milt* 
SALE OF S T U D I O CO UCH S UI T ES 


•This fine “Davenette" suite consists of a fine 
convertible studio couch and large chair. You 
save about $15 on this b u y 
................. 


L A M P S 


R A D I O S A T * 
Close Out Prices 


extra extra 
4pc Suite 
♦I 
YT:•I* 


; 80 ( oil Bed Spring 


Just in time for gift selection. Our 
entire stock of fine Bridge, floor 
and table lamps at dose out prices. 
Any lamp in the house at a re­ 
duction of— 
25 
per cent 


S T U D I O COUCHE S 


The most practical of all furniture. A fine studio couch 


that you had expected to pay at least $40 for. Specially 
priced in sale at 
28.50 


All models for any 
room in the 


house. The newest Zenith. Motorola 


and Watterson Radios. Also have 


battery sets. 


Upholstered platform rockers in 


Velour Values $15. Large 
Si levi ion 
a I 


812.95 and up 


<ff&t CfouatmtM G&njfezt 
P l a t f o r m R o c k e r s 
0.85 
O c c a s i o n a l R o c k e r s 
550 
Hi ghb ack Rockers 
0.85 


—nwaTr r nu' i 
CEDAR CHESTS 
SALE PRICED 


<2 7 Q it A o rri 
1;> ” oi?nd Staple 
*>/Oe)U J lone 
Cotton or Inner 
Bedroom Suite , 
Sprh,|t 
i our choice of all 


XX a I nu t I inis h Iud 
!’" o m 
s u i t e at 
a 
- t u n * 
- 
e r o w d i n 
price. You hefty. 
, 
^ 
hurry 
for 
this 
guaranteed 
spring 
that 
a l w a y s sells a t $4.75. In sale 
* 
at— 
SALK OF FINK 


Ai M I K E S S E S 


15 Pound Staple $3.25 


Y?❖ 


Upholstered Occasional rockers 
XX "(lid l>e f i n e \ a l l i e s at 
SIO im) 


In th..* Sale Special 


Here 
is 
a beautiful s,;iple cotton niat- 
| suite finished in white Hess or a finely 
| and 
walnut. Very at- constructed inner 
tractive. 
XX as 
priced spring 
a t t h e 
.sso. (ming at — 
, i 
i 
• 
spo rat sale price 
of - 
14.75 


<2 + * 


•U : , , i V 
I »**;i ti I i till ■ coda r c h e sts to go 


S.,me Ultra nmd- 


,,rn. w a t e r f a l l t y p e c h e s t s wi t h rich 
u a iii’it v en eer. 


Highhack Hockers with spring 
const na I ion cushions and t im 
upholsters 
Ev> i-., v i j j 
11 riced at 814.95 and up 


Modernistic 
Bedroom Suite 


A 


±A 


Sale Oil Stoves 


Modernist ic 
XV a I im t 
Bedroom 
Suite. 
Real 
class in this extra tim* 
suite that 
was pri ed 
■ it SOL'.bo. Special — 


$5.50 2 hunter 
............. $4.45 
$11.75, 3 b u rn er 
$9.75 
$35.00 5 burner 
With Oven ............. $27.50 
$62.50 Florence 
R**iKe ....................... $54.75 


H A S S O C K S 


THESE COLORFUL FOOT RESTS 


MAKE IDEAL GIFTS 


SAYE ONE-FOI .TH 


OCCASIONAL TABLES 


A\e have a beauti!til stock of coffee tables, Imperi­ 
al tables, and other small tables. Everyone marked 
at quick sale prices. 


D O O M E D ! E N i i R E W A R E H O U S E 


OF USED F U R N I T U R E 
. 


Every stick of furniture and every piece of floor cover, has been marked down b 
I a l i i u l « u M \ 
l o w j . r i c e s . < o n . c r e a l c a rl . ! 
a m i y o u ' l l f i n d m a n y 
t h i n g s 
Here arc a Jew ut the many savin., 
specials for this sale 
s piece solid 
oak dining 
room 
suite 
unheard 
of 
price ol - 
$19.50 


Kitchen Cabinets 
83.00 iind up 


Odd D r e sse r s 
$4.00 and up 


NICE 
SMOKERS 
98c up 


“KAMBRIK” 
X\rashable 
Window Shades 
Reg. $1.00 Value 


i s 
C. L Christian 


Decatur 
FINE F U R N I T U R E 
Northwest Comer of Square 
I exas 
PAY C A S H . . . BANK THE S AVI NGS 
SAVE MONEY AS YOU' VE N E V E R S AVED BEFORE I 


9 x 12 
Felt Base 


% ss. 


V 


? 


YX 


<*as and Electric 
Ranges 
$79.50 ALAGIC C HEF RANGE 
America s Finest Runge. 
►Sale Priced at Only —• 


D e l u d e d at 


Im choose 
59.50 
Portable Electric 


SMALL RUGS 
SALE 
P R I C E D 


Has 
oven, 
grills 
and 
two 
folding hot plates. Is nation- 
all advertised at $39.95. Our 
Sale price 
34.95 
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WISE C OUNTY MESSENGER 
Firm Marks 43rd Year In Decatur 


Perkms-Timberlake Company Makes 
Advances With The Changing Times 


For forty-three years, Perkm s-Tlm - 


berlake Company has beeu ewe of I he 
favorite Meccas of the buying public 
in \\ is** < ’minty. For forty two y«*nrs 
it has been located in its present si a ml 
on the north side of the* square, and 
through all these years the sam e sound 
policy has been followed as was out­ 
lined by its founder, 
•Its* J. Perkins opened his first stock 
of g«*ods in I >e.-nI rn- on May JU. Is:*7 
in the I rollenheelv building, new oeeu 


P i e d 
by the City Pharmacy on the 
nort hwset corner of the sunn re. For a 
number of 
years 
his 
business 
was 
known as the lied Store, but in 1910 


L U N C H E S . . . 
Sandwiches, Short 
Orders, Steaks and 
Good Things to East 


D E R R I C K 
C A F Ii 
( Itice . . . M r . Lula Meek, Prop. 
“Nort'n Side of Square" 


Frank Timberlake taco me a member 


of the f i r m and it w as incorporated 


u n d e r 
Hie name of Perkins-Tim ber­ 
lake Co. At t h i s tim e Mr. Perkins m o v ­ 


ed to \\ ichita 'Falls , leaving Mr. T i m ­ 


b e r l a k e 
iii 
c h a r g e ut 
t h e 
t«>ta■ 
bere . 


F o r six years he was personally in 


« h a rge et 
t he 
b u-.jn ess h ere 
t lien 
lie 
t o moved to 
W ichita 
Falls, 
where 


t h e y o p e n e d a big P e r k i n s - T i m b e r l a k e 


''i or e a lid ca I l i e d t h e h e a d o f fi c e . 


I lie local •'iii!''* w a s left 
in c h a r g e 


o f M e s s r s , .bo* H i l l a n d 
(Jus H u g h e s . 


Mr. Hughes bas b e e n the ‘right hand 
iii 
«<f tho c o m p a n y , going here and 


i In re 
bel pi i : 
in 
i h e 
e s t a b l i s h i n g 
o f 


new 
s t o r e s 
but 
a l w a y s 
r e t u r n i n g 
t<> 


I mea t ii r. 
T h e r e 
h a v e bern 
ma ny 
k e y 


m e n iii t h e c o m p a n y w h o h a w reee iv- 


t 'I 
I rn m i n g iii 
I Ins. 
t he mot her s t m e, 


I hex 
a r e : 
F r a n k T i m b e r l a k e , G e n e r a l 


M a n a g e r : 
P a u l 
I Jennet t. 
b ead 
el 
t lie 


■ 1 o k k‘‘ ‘p i n g departm ent; 
ll. < >. B ow -' 


m a ii. 
j heel 
good.- 
d e p a rt men ! ; 
Sa iii I 


Man. 
prix a t e 
s e c r e t a r y 
to 
M r. 
.1. 
.1.1 


P o . ’k i n s : l . ou is I’. m w n a n d Mi 
T u r n e r J 


at i lie F le e i r a s t o r e ; 
l i o n M a im , m ati- 


a g e i 
o f the Po w ie s t o r e ; G u y C o l l i n s . 


H a s k e l l : Pa lp li J lo lte r. ( l i n e y ; G e o r g e 
Gci /. 
Vernon; and T. (J. Renshnw, 


w Im i - n ow m a n m e ut t his st ore . 


P e r k i us T i m b e r l a k e 
< ’o. 
n o w 
o p e r - 


a I es nile oi 
t h e 
m ost 
n i o d e i u 
a m i 


st i e a m l i i i e d 
d e p a 1 1 m en ! 
st ort s 
to 
be 


MODERN GROCERY ANI) MARKET 


Fresh Meats, Lunch Meats 
Groceries, Fruits, Vegetables 


B 
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C A S H G R O C E R Y 
WE SELL FOR LESS 
In keeping with today’s demands we carry 
A Large Stock and Price Our 
merchandise for a quick turnover 
SHOP WITH US ANI) SAVE 
( H I C O , 
T E X A S 
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lo iv e rIv Robinson Drug Store 
COMI LEI IO FOUNTAIN SERVK E 
( Hico 
Phone I!) 
Texas 


B U I L D I N G M A T E R I A L S 


— for----- 


REMODELING, REROOFING, PAINTING 
BUILDING, REBUILDING 
Brighten Up Your Home or Business 
For Better Values in All-Purpose Paints, See 
Us and We Will Save You Money 
✓ WORT LUMBER COMPANY 


PLj. Hines, Mgr.— Bridgeport 


found in a town of this size. In the 


last 
two 
years 
improvements 
have 


been made that any size town would 
take pride in. 
The personnel of this store is ‘Tops’. 
Miss ‘Mag 
Tum elty, who has been 
with the company for a number of 
years is 
recognized 
as 
one 
of the 
most popular and efficient salesladies 
in this section, and is a favorite w ith 
many shoppers of the county. Miss 
Martha V. Below is in charge of hosi­ 
ery and notions and is w ell able to 


t a k e c a r e c f y o u r n e e d s in t h e s e li li e s. 
Miss Catherine C ollins has charge of 
ready-to-wear and 
lingerie and she 
is sent each year to take a course in 
corsetiering that she may 
be better 
abel to mill 
M i-lady’s 
needs. 
Miss 
Helen Robertson, in charge of the of­ 


fice. is k n o w n and w e l l - l i k e d all o v e r 
the county for she has a very pleas­ 
ing 
p er s o n a lily. 
M i s s 
R o b e r t s o n 
w i l l , 
wrap your gift packages for you the 
year 
round. 
Joe 
Motsenboeker 
and 
IL 
I). Smith 
have charge of M ens 
wear tind shoes and they are wide­ 
awake and progressive young men who 
know 
the business and desire alw ays 


I" p l e a s e 
r. G. Iv el is I ia w, (lie m a n a g ­ 


er el 
i lib s t o r e i> w e l l k n o w n and is 


a l w a y s readx 
ot a s s i s t y ou . 


IN 
kin- 
- 'I i m b e r l a k e 
< ... 
s t a n d s 
IVrkins-Tiiiiberlake Co. stands back 
of itll Hie m erchandise they sell and 
g h e s 
yo u 
t he 
best 
q u a l i t y 
p o ss i b le 


tor Hie price 
-otto ----- 
- 
Dr. Skygak And the 
Messenger Both 
Have Anniversary 


rIhe writer’s earliest recollections of 
the Wise County M essenger dates back 
to the money panic of the Cleveland 
administration. The reason this date 
is so clear in my mind is because the 
panic struck my Dad so hard we could 
only have biscuit on Sunday and mon­ 
ey was so scarce 
Dad could not 
buy 
school books for all us kids, so it fell 
my lot to learn reading, writing and 
arithm etic 
from 
th - pages of 
the 
Messenger. There 
w ere five boys in 
the family and 
i t was D a d s proud 
boast that 
lie never had 
to lift 
a 
hand against one of us, save in self 
defense. 
All the other boys got their learn­ 
ing 
from 
studying 
the 
McGuffey 
readers and w hile they skirted about 
the edge of the fountain of knowledge 
and barely dampened the outer rim 
of their brain I fairly wallowed in 
the wisdom of tile ages found in the 
pages of the good old Messenger and 
finished school 
fairly 
reeking 
w ith 
lea ming. 


I here was a tim e iii my life when 
my teacher and parents encouraged me 
iii the idea that tin* proper applica­ 
tion to teachings o f the Messenger and 
I might some day he a candidate for 
President and he elected for the third 
term. But some of the neighbors and 
my former 
teachers expressed fears 
that I would more likely be a candi­ 
date for the electric chair or hang- 
ma ti s no' »so, 


I Miring 
ilio 
p o ri o d 
o f m y 
e u r l v 
school days no home was considered 


p rop erly e q u i p p e d w ii Ii r e a d i n g matter 
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and 
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ba vc 
b ro u g h t 


-'ti 
I i \ o rp ad s. 
T h e s e 


M c d 
vs i I ii 
-a U t! list 
i 
s o l e o 
s n i t 
,,f 
v i l e 
i ami wore siippos- 


• a c h e s a u d 
ill' 
t h e 


a s 
hoi I' 
lo 
ii' 
w o r n 


ii s 
w a i s t 
vv hi lo 
h o 
em over was known 


vt l u n g b y 
I h e m 
bli t 


a > I e 111 * a 11 i et I 
t h e m 
in 


11 ii r n I I v . 
m a i r ; v 
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I e 


w 
111 


I 
I I m M 
a n y o f ti n* 


l i n e a l l y b e - 


i-i'll m d by 


m o d e l 
fo r 


• s'". I o f moi lr) so 


a n o rn i 11 (' 11 - ' h a k e 


iond .is s h e re p r o v e d 


iud s a id , " N o w 
. J i m - 


top ! bat b i a e k g m i n i ­ 


ll 
rock a n d spit out 


I " I O C C O . D o l l I , . It III I 


W a - s l e e p i n g 


t o i e < u n ,1 o f a u x 


el ii 
Dr. .I a y n e 
rec. 


h i - a l m a n a c , s e na 


• i v fa mi iv t riel I Ma 


I ‘.•■-mg a h e a d tab 


et h< r kids in m y cl 


i a r i■ a 
l e a d e r a n d 


m y 
l e a d i e r 
a s 


t h e s c h u l i | . 
I 
w a s 
| J 
I of. -oly ox pf( ssed I iv 


"I 
I lie 
t e a . - h e r > ho; 


............ t h o H a s ­ 


l ey. n o w J i m m y , 


ing. p u t 
(low ti i 


t h a t n a s t y cud < 
lie l i k e the S k y g a k bo y. " 


D u r i n g m y first 
,\ en rs 
in s c h o o l 
I 


fell for I lie idea I bat 
I miuhl o n e d a y 


b e P r e s i d e n t o f I lie I o i l e d S t a t e s b u t 


I soon caught "ii that all the other 


b oy s w e r e h a r b o r i n g t h i s s a m e s n e a k ­ 
ing 
a m b i t i o n 
s e 
by 
much cajoling, 
threatening and bribery, 
I managed 


I" 
s w a p 
a l l 
Hie 
o t h e r 
k i d s 
"iii 
o f 
their chances at lite presidency and 


to o l in g that w i t h so main chances in 
my possession I had tin* job sewed up 
in a hag, J took a fool notion and quit 
I school, thus bringing to a full 
and 
complete stop my meteoric career as 
j a child prodigy. 
As the years have flown by my a f­ 
fection and admiration for the Mes- 
i senger has grown stronger and today 
{ as we celebrate our sixtieth anniver- 
j gary together, I stretch forth my hand 
j to this grand old religious w’eekly and j 
j say, “Here s to you, Old Timer. May i 
I your shadow never grow less and may J 
; your popularity increase till, in t h e 1 
hearts of the people, you w ill be sec- 1 
end to none, save Santa Claus, Him­ 
self!.— Dr. Skygak. 
< 


Star Garage Has Full 


Line of Equipment 
And Supplies 


Torn Lester and 
Earl 
Word, Jr., 
own and operate the Star Garage and 
Service Station which they purchased 
February 15, 1938, from E. W. Jones. 
T he y operate a complete repair depart­ 
ment with equipment and experienced 
m echanics to do any kind of autom o­ 
tive repair and overhaul work. 
In the service station end of the 
business 
they carry a 
full 
line of 
Gulf 
Company 
products 
including 
Good Gulf Gasoline and Gulf Motor 
oils such as Gulf Pride and Gill finite. 
Dayton tires in all sizes are carried 
in stock and they can replace your 
old, worn out tires w ith a minimum of 
I" til v. 


For those who are not in need of 


either tires or repair service they of­ 


fer a prompt, efficient and 
courte­ 


ous 
service 
that 
com pletely 
checks 
your 
needs in the quickest possible 
time. 


Their business is located in a build­ 


ing owned by E. V. Word, Sr., father 


of one of the partners. 


oOo------------—. 


PATRONIZE THE ADVERTISERS 


C O M P L I M E N T S 


A. B. WITHER, Architect 


Insurance Building 


Fort Worth, Texas 


We are indeed happy to salute you Mr. 


( • 
L. < b rist trill 
t o r t h e p r o g r e s s y o u 


have made and on the completion of 


your fine Funeral Home . . . Wk* also 


wish to congratulate the 
Messenger 


for their sixty years of service in W ise 


County. 


Perkins 


Timberlake 


C o m p a n y 


For 43 Years 


YOUR CHRISTMAS STORE 


For forty-three years Perkins Timberlake Co. has been the favor­ 
ite Christmas Store of its countless friends throughout Wise Coun­ 
ty and we are again ready to serve you with a bigger and better 
assortment of Christmas merchandise—-See our eight-page Christ­ 
mas circular for better gifts at lower prices. 


G I F T S P E C I A L 


W om ens 


Chenille 
ROBES 
2.98 


'lull Would (‘Xpert 11 * 
pay much more for 
t hose delight fill robes 


— 
Thick Chenille 
i ii 
r o s e , blue. xx h i e , fus- 
chin, \\ bile ti od ot her 
c o l o r s . 


For a Merrier Christmas 


Give 


Phoenix 


Christmas Gift Sale 


She ll like the long- 
cr 
wear 
that 
only 
g i f t 
s to c k in g s 
of 
Phoenix can 
The fam ous Double 
Vita 
Bloom Proc* 
insure'- 
ibis 
longei 
wear. S h e ’ll appreei 
ate I hem. 


Regular 4.98 


< 'lioice of en! i iv comfort 
st oek of a I - 
t met ive fie rn Is it! ma 
ny colt irs of 
-a 
lien -Filled with wool and notion bal- 
ting 
Gift wrapped 
1 


S s r 
f 
IU-I"'ll 
of 


SMART LUGGAGE 


Group Women's 
F t T T E 1) 
C A S E S 
3.85 
Regular 5.95 
Sm art 
fitted 
cases 
that she w ill appre­ 
c i a t e . 
OVERNIGHT CASES 


Canvas striped over-night cases 


A real value and an 


excellent g ift ............................... ....... 
Women’s Wardrobe ... 9.95 up 


Women’s O vernight....5.95 up 


1 .0 0 


I * < Hope; ne I iliad v. ti Ii a pa ir 
| 'I 
In \ '!Holts 
Plloeiiix 
threads in the si asmi's most. 
delicious color. 
I Fair $1 


p a i r in a s p e c i a l l y 


d e s i g n e d < o l o r f u l <1 1- 


l o p h a n e w r a p p e r . 


3 Pairs 2.85 


Women’s Hat and Shoe 


Cases ..................... 
8.95 up 


Men’s G ladstones 
8.95 up 


Give Her 


Van Raalte 


Undies 


Choose from this assort­ 
ment 
of 
fine knitted, 
Soft satin Stryps. 
Van R aalte 
G ow ns 
2.00 
Van R aalte 
Pajamas .. 2.00 
Van R aalte 
Slips 
1.85 
Van R aalte 
Panties 50c, $1 
“because you love 
nice things” 


WISE COUNTY MESSENGER 
Durbin Motor Co. 


FORD AGENCY MAKING MARKED 
PROGRESS UNDER MANAGEMENT 
OF J. H. DURBIN WHO HAS BEEN 
IN AUTO BUSINESS SINCE 1913 


A little over a year afro. J. H. Dur­ 
bin came to Decatur from Dallas, and 
took over the Ford dealership. It is 
not difficult to account for the won­ 
derful increase in the business, when 
one meets the dynamic Mr. Durbin 
and sees him in action. Long; before 
he came to Decatur, he had built up 
an enviable reputation over the state, 
as a salesman and salesma nager with 
some of the highest auto sales agen­ 
cies in San Antonio. Dallas and other 
TeEHk cities. 
Mr. Durbin started in the automo­ 
bile business in 1913 and 
ha s I teen 
continuously at it for the past 27 
years. This period of t inn* covers prac­ 
tically the entire evolution and pro­ 
gress recorded in this great indus­ 
try. During those years, he has handl­ 
ed every 
make of automobile 
and 
truck. 
Since coming to Decatur, Mr. Dur­ 
bin has identified himself with the 
various civic and socal organzations 
that are building the city and county 
into a better pluce to live. When ask­ 
ed as tin his reasons for locating here, 
Mr. Durbin promply replied ‘ The op­ 
portunity to sell and service Ford 


Automobiles in a good town which is 
in the center of a rich and fertile 
area.” 


In discussing the progress of the 
business 
during 
the 
past 
twelve 
months, Mr. Durbin called special at­ 


tention to the fact, that there has 
been a decided increase in sales every 
succeeding month. Every transaction 
receives the personal attention of Mr. 
Durbin, and every mollifier of the or- 
gani/.aton is stimulated by the Boss’s 
untiring qualities and his constant ap­ 
plication to the inuit it udinos details 
contingent upon the many departments 
of the business. 
Modern Shop 


Included among the shop facilities 


are the most modern tools, machinery 
and equipment for body work, motor 
repairs and factory type paint jobs. 
I he shop is in 
charge of Kenneth 
Price who is one of the best known 
factory trained mechanics in Texas. 
The ti nu carries very complete stocks 
of parts and is in a position to ef­ 
fect 
real worth-while economies for 
their customers, on repairs, replace­ 
ments and minor auto work. 
Fine Sales Staff 
Mr. Durbin has surrounded him­ 


self with a sales staff of whom he is 
I very proud. Aubrey Shelton, Jack Mc- 
\ Flung 
and Tommy 
Iiosen burg com-! 
prise the selling organization. Having! 
‘ spent many years as sales manager!; 
for automobile firms, J, H. 
Durbin'1 
knows 
how to 
pick 
salesmen 
and 
what is still more important, lie knows 
how to work with them and help each! 
man towards his best efforts. 
Future Looks Bright 
The Durbin Motor Co. looks for-' 
ward to a very busy year. They have 
made arrangements for the handling' 
of a much greater volume of sales and 
s e r v ic e business than h a s ever 
b e f o r e 
been attempted by a Ford agency in J 
thi s area. Mr. Durbin predicates this; 
expectancy upon general conditions in 
t bis a t ea : 
upon 
t be s u p e r i o r models 
produced by Ford for the co m in g year, I 
and by viri ne of his 
Un t or fart Iii ies 
for h an dl in g inereased bu sin ess. 
Texaco Station 
The 
filling 
and 
service 
station 
which is operated in conjunction with 
Hie 
ag en cy , en jo ys a 
ni ce vol um e of 


b u sin ess. Ca p ab le attendants who are 
i ruined to offer Hie m a n y special ser- 
\ i. cv. 
ai e 
kept 
bus.\ 
at 
lubrication, 
w a s h i n g and greas in g e a r s f o r a s t e a d i ­ 


ly 
inc re as in g pa trona ge. 


h i in 
— .............. 


J I N G L E S ID 
I h D I* J I N G L E R 


Dunaway-Smith 
American 
Legion Post 


the 
lie­ 
f e r 


Ford Sales Ro3ms in Decatur 


'ria* 
h o u s e w ife 's 
p o u l t r y 
accou nt 
w a s 
g e tti n g 
iii 
the 
red. 
Site 
says. 
“ If 
y o n i- 
liens 
don t 
lay. 
you 11 
be 
un de rfe d, 
’I his m o rn in g a lieu cackl ­ 
ed au d I be proud ro oste r sa id. “ Here 


c o m e a lady. 


I WE CONGRATULATE 


I 


X 
I 


? 
XI 
Ii* 
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THE WISE COUNTY MESSENGER 
ON THEIR 60TH ANNIVERSARY 
MR. C. L. CHRISTIAN 
UPON HIS NEW FUNERAL HOME 
D E C A T U R AND WISE C O U N T Y ARE 
Very Proud 
OF OUR FINE 60 Y E A R - Y O U N G N E W S P A P E R 
AND THE B E A U T I F U L NEW F UN E R A L HOME 


W 
e 
Are Proud Too — 


OF OUR GROWING BUSINESS... 
FORD S A L E S AND SERVICE 


While it is true that FORD DEPENDABILITY'AN D POPULARITY have been largely responsible 
for the fine volume of business which we have enjoyed, we attribute the splendid growth of our business, 
in seine measure at least, to our policy and purpose 
to convert each and every transaction into addi­ 
tional good will and friendship. WON’T YOU TOO BECOME OUR CUSTOMER AND FRIEND? 


£Y 


*II 
? 
YT 
X 


I 
I 
X 


TRY 


MARKET FOR CODO USED CARS 3R TRUCKS 


Every Car or Truck that is offered for sale in our Used Car Department is thoroughly checked and 
gone over. When you buy a used car from Durbin’s you know exactly what you are getting because we 
do not allow our salesmen to misrepresent a car in a single particular. So- save time, money and 
worry. Buy your used car at Durbin’s and be sure of w hat you’re getting. 
THE W O R L D ’S G R E A T E S T A U T O M O B I L E VALUES 


F O R D 
M E R C U R Y 
LINCOLN ZEPHYR 


J. H. DURBIN MOTOR CO. 


S AL E S 
F O R D 
SERVICE 
Decatur 
T E X A S 


3 
t\Iti 


y 
A 


By John F. (Rooky) Ford 
J 
I hoy'-went, they saw and they con- 
que red. and as a result representatives 
I 
the Allied and German forces met 
at the fatuous railroad car at Com- 
i Piegne. November ll. 1918, and agreed 
J to terms that ended the first Wfcrldi 
War. 
Soon after this armistice was sign­ 
ed the I Bited States government be- 
I gnu 
making 
preparations 
to 
move 
thei r 
tight i ag 
dong ii boys 
back 
to 
America. 
A 
movement 
was started in 
states 
t«i organize an American 
I gioii. 
In order to 
be 
eligible 
membership, 
an 
American 
soldier 
^needed to have at least 60 days ser­ 
vice record during the war just ter- 
i minuted. 


j 
H u n d r e d s 
upon 
hu n d re d s 
o f 
p os ts 
began forming all over the nation and 
rules and regulations were set up by 
a group chosen from each section of 
the country. A national commander 
i w a s 
elected 
a lo ng 
w it h 
s t a t e 
c o m - 
I la un de rs aud post eom ni aud ers. 
< hie bf the rules required that each 
post must have al least 16 members 
before a charter could be obtained. 
In 1920, most of the Wise County 
boys had already returned home, a 
group was called together to form a 
local chapter. A large number attend­ 
ed and elected (’apt. Steve Lilia rd as 
their post commander. 
It was customary to name all posts 
fbi' the first soldier from that par­ 
ticular county that 
had been killed 
in battle. 
According to tin* War Department, 
Mont Dunaway and Ixiyd Smith lost 
their l ive s on tile same day and about 
the shine lidar. Therefore it was unan­ 
im ou sly agreed to name the post for 
but ii (j{ th ese tim* boys w h o had s a e - 


I rill cedi their lives in defense of their 
I con Mirv. ■ 
Membership to the post was in­ 
creasing droni year to year and since 
the jsist. was taking much interest in 
' legion 
act iv iti es , 
a 
m o v em en t 
w a s 
started to build an American Legion 
Club. John “Eagle” Glum was chosen 
| to make a trip to Fort W oith and ar- 
I range a baseball gil lie between Jake 
Atz* Fort Worth Cats and the local 
beant. 
T h e trip was very successful 
and in the early 
p r i n t of 1922 the 
certis Cdhie 
here 
foe 
an 
exhibition 
j gain!**. L’rizes were given away includ- 
j lug a ’new automobile, and one of the 
largest! crowds 
in Decatur's 
history 
ta t present^; 


I’h e J Pil lo w in g y e a r J a k e .Viz a g a in 
brought 
his 
championship 
t e a m 
to 
Delightful ■ Decatur and by this time 
the gaijin* w a s a t t r a c t i n g s t a t e w i d e at­ 
tention. A n ot h er ca r w a s given *.» the 


lucky ticket ho ld er aud as a result tho 
largest c ro w d to e v e r a n e n d an e v en t 


in Hic County, in c lu d in g present time, 
c a m e to see t lie ga me and 
help t he 
I oca I America u Legion Do st . 
I u 
192 I 
t he 
l ’a ut liers 
mad* 
third 
trip 
no rth 
and 
a n o th er 
crow d w a - on hand. 
I la* Legion t reasii n u 


Ilnur 
la rge 


I a kl 
■ beginning 
w ere made 
building. 
led ill 192o, 
L otion of- 
Horn- and 
i the 
bol - 


■ain was 
and lie 
>I lo in- 
i exhibi- 


1 I I O' II- 


mei 
tail 


il*e 


s 
hi gh 


eiimi- 
1 .nguni 
a eel’- i 


111 
1929 
I *1 
w: i 
vie 


w iled 
Hi 


Ie 


\ Smit Ii Dost 
iguished Scr­ 
ibe State * * t 


i*s, They had 


TFI 


\ wa rd 
for 
T e x a s in 
Legion act iv it 
a m em b er s h ip of a r o u n d lob and w e r e 
\ cry 
ac, is. 
in 
all 
Legion a f f a i r s . 


Meeting s w ore held e a c h m on th . 
A 
ne w 
c o m m a n d e r 
w a s 
e le ct e d 
each ye a r at the a n n u a l 
Legion b a n ­ 


quet d e l e g a t e s from D e c a t u r wen* ii I - 
w a y s present at t h e stat*1 con v e n tio n s. 
At 
H i e present w r i t in g the club c o n ­ 
tin ue s to o p e r a t e as o n e o f the l e a d ­ 
ing posts in T e x a s a n d recen tly 
b a s 


o rg a n ize d an A m e r i c a n L egion A u x i l ­ 
iary. c o n s i s t i n g o f m othe rs, w iv e s , or 
sisters o f Legion inemlters. 
, f *- — - 
oOo---------------- 


JINGLES BY BOYD JINGLER 
Ifu b iiy says, “Wife, come quickly 
to Hie.. A change of raiment bring, 
The first aid kit and contents. Don’t 
leave anything. A bumble bee just 
stung me where a bee ought not to 
Htiu^r ” Here conies a lady. 
•1 
h ti J ; • 
---------- 


Short movie of a smoker tapering 
loft;,^Smokes one at 9 o'clock; one at 
turfon," 'tWs s t 6:00 p. rn.; finishes be­ 
fore bedtime.— Robert Quillen. 
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Interest In Cold Storage Locker Service For C. L. Lawson, Live 
Decatur Being Revived; Survey to Be Made; Wire Conoco Agent, 
Prospect Good for Plant if Public Wants It Invites Comparison 


During the past two years, hundreds 
o f towns in T exas and other southern 
and southw estern states, have com plet­ 
ed the erection of private locker cold 
storage plants, and these have proven 
them selves 
so 
practical, 
serviceable 
and economical that the Decatur Ice 
Co. who have previously made a s u r ­ 
vey with the view of ascertaining the 
amount of in terest 
in this venture, 
w ill again offer to erect a plant of 
th is knid providing there is suffici­ 
ent demand for it. 


W , 
( \ 
M i l l i g a n , 
p r e s i d e n t m a n a g e r 
o f t h e D ecatur lee 
('<>. has made a 
thorough investigation of locker sys­ 
tem p l a n t s w i t h t h e v i e w o f e r e c t i n g 
one in t h i s city. About a year ago— 


t h i s m a t t e r received considerable pub­ 


l i c i t y in 
t h i s sect ion and Mr. Milli­ 


g a n invited several refrigeration 
e x ­ 


p e r t s 
w h o d i s c u s s e d 
t h e m a t t e r w i t h 
d iffe ren t groups in D ecatur and Wise 
County. 
According 
to Mr. 
Milligan, 
the response to tills feeler campaign 
did not show' enough interest, a t t lie 


l i m e , to w a r r a n t 
f u r t h e r p l a n n i n g 
or 
actual investment. 
B rie fly : a m inim um of 150 subscrib­ 
ers would have to he secured before 
the, company would feel justified in 


m a k i n g 
t h i s 
i n v e s t m e n t . 
Fhere s e e m s 


t o be a 
f e e l i n g 
in 
t h e c o m m u n i t y at 


t h i s 
time , t h a t 
lie* v e n t u r e m ig ht 
re- 


e e i \ e 
s u f f i c e ut 
e n c o u r a g e m e n t 
to 


j u s t i f v 
t h e p r o m o t e r s 
iii 
c a r r y i n g on 


w i t h ! lie e t h e l pii . 


’I lie 
l o c k e r 
s y s t e m 
h a s 
not 
o n l y 


p r o v e n 
a 
g r e a t 
b en ef it 
to 
c o m m u n i ­ 


t i e s w h e r e it 
h a s b r e n i n s t i t u t e d 
bv 


v i r t u e o f fo o d 
p r e s e r v a t i o n 
a n d 
eon-J 


t i n g n n t e c o n , , m i e b u t it is a l s o a gro ut j 
draw in g card 
for tin* trad e centers! 


w h e r e t hex 
a re loca ted. 


♦ 'out rury 
to 
c o m m o n 
i m p r e s s i o n -j 
th e lo c k e r s are ju st as practical b irl 


c i t y 
p e o p l e 
a s 
t h e y 
arc* 
fo r 
c o u n t r y 
"folks who raise their own meats anim 
^produce. 
T h o s e 
w h o a r e b e h i n d 
t h i s 
p ro jec t hope to conduct a n e d u c a t i o n - 1 


a1 
c a m p a i g n 
w h i c h 
w i l l 
s t i m u l a t e 


e n o u g h 
intere.vt 
a m i 
s u p p o r t 
to 
e n ­ 


a b l e 
Mr 
M i l l i g a n a n d 
hi s a s s o c i a t e s | 


to 
t a k e 
f u r t h e r s t e p s t o w a r d s e s t a b ­ 


l i s h i n g 
t h i s 
m u c h 
n e e d e d 
p l a n t 
for 


I fe ca l nr a u d v b init v . 


Iii 
111 - • us s i n g I he 
mat I er 
wit Ii 
a 


M e s s e n g e r 
representative. 
Mr. 
.Milli­ 


g a n 
m a d e it 
\«*rv 
c l e a r , 
that 
his 


c o m p a n y 
w a s 
w i l l i n g 
to g o 
i n to 
t lie 


mat!,-; 
of 
tin 
plant 
j u s t 
a s s o o n a s 


e n o u g h p e o p l e ha d s i g n i f i e d t h e i r d>- 


s i r e to subs* ribe to t h i s s e r v i c e . 


T h o s e 
w h o 
w o u l d 
w i s h 
to 
a v a i l 


t h e m s e l v e s 
of 
Mold 
S t o r a g e 
L o c k e r s 


s h o u l d 
Let 
in 
t o u c h 
w i t h 
Mr 
M i n i 


'Fhere are at least font 
species of the crocodile. 


SI out Blanc, 
highest 
the 
Alps, 
first 
was 
1786. 


American > 
Ray Lawson has made the Cono- 
I co line of 
gasoline 
and lubricants, 
manufactured by the Continental Oil 
Company, one of the best known and 
most popular lines of its kind in Wise 
County during the eight years he has 


mountain 
ascended 
in 
in 


BYRNES & BYRNES 


Located fiOO Feet East of Highway 24, Near 


Water Tower 
Call for or Write P. 0. Box 126 for Orders 
WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS 


THOMAS & SOMER i 


been distributor of that company. 
Since taking over this distributor­ 
ship Mr. Lawson has increased the 
retail stations to 13 which means that 
a great many autom obile users have 
sw itched 
to Conoco because of 
the 
better m ileage and service 
they se­ 
cure from this gasoline and oil. 
Conoco’s 
process of 
refining 
tile 
crude petroleum to secure the great­ 
est am ount of efficiency in operation 
and to remove til] ingredients harmful 
to the motor lias produced a motor 
fuel 
that 
gives 
the 
motorist 
that 
quick pick-up, that is so necessary in 
present day traffic, greater mileage 
per gallon cod an oil that assures |>er- 
feet lubricate iii under the trying con­ 
ditions imposed by the modern high 
compression and high sp(*ed motors, 
Mr. Lawson invites those who have 
not tried the famous Conoco Bronze 
to fill their tank with this fuel then 
try it tinder actual driving conditions 
on the highway and iii traffic. The 
results w ill surprise you. 


M issionary at Iglooik peninsula in 
Canada says 
Eskimos 
can’t 
under­ 
stand why nations go to war. W ill the 


Eskim os please move over! 
Try rubbing an onion on your wind* 
shield in rainy, freezing weather. 


-tit >o- 
M’he Nile river has seven mouths. 


Greenland w as named by the 
‘giun navigator. Erie the Red. 
N o r 


The m ale condor of South America 
sometim es 
a ttain s 
a 
length 
of 
48 
i n c h e s . 


Bridgeport 
0 W N E R S 
Texas 


T h ere a re about 20 species of fly­ 
ing fish in American w aters. 


A 


*♦ 
❖ 


» > 
* 


♦ >❖❖ 


*:♦* 


♦ 


♦❖ 
»** 


♦ > 


I A In 
Old Timers in County 
Operate Large 
Store in Paradise 


< M I ! i m 
•iiiu* 
Los. 


, 1 brut b e l 
( I 


o w 11 
a n t i 
tipi l a i t - 
iii,- 
< ’o l l i n 


G e n e r a l 
M e r c h a n d i s e 
iii 
Un r at L e . 


’I e x a s 
riic.v 
a i • • 
In a h 
o b i 
t b l i e r - 
in 


AV j s e 
i ' m i n t y . 
I 
< ' oi i i i i s . 
Iiav b i g 
bet n 
here ItM't v e i g h t 
y e a r- a lid < ’ < \ < MI 


l i n s a l l 
ut' h i s 
l i f e. 
I p 
u n t i l e i g h t e e n 


y e a r s a g o 
t h e y 
l i v i d 
m i 
a 
f a r m 
I •«•- 


! w e e n P a r a d i s e a m i 
i 
a t n r 


I n 
I b g 2 t h e t ' o | I i u s 
b r o t l i e r s 
m o v e d 


i n t o 
P a r a d i - c a m i 
w e n t 
i n t o t h e s a w 


m i l l 
a n d 
l u m b e r h u - b t u - s s , 
\ \ h e n 
t In y 


s o l d t h i s b u s i n e s s o u t 
t h e y 
b u i l t 
t h e i r 


f i r s t 
st o r e 
b u i l d i n n 
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Greer’s Beauty 
Employs Skilled 
Opera 
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p a s t 
t w o y e a r s , 


b e a u t y 
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S i m p . 
o w n e d 
a n d 
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I t i d 
i i et r 
f o r 
i h e 


h a s 
t a k e n a 
l e a d 
in 


o f 
all 
t y p e s . 
M r s . 
Greer hug been a resident of D ecatur 
five years. She had h er beauty Intitl­ 
ing 
a t 
Isbell’s 
U niversity 
at 
F o rt 
YVAirth. 
After completing her course 
she operated a shop in Fort W orth 
and Bryson for several years before 
ojMuiing her shop in D ecatur. 
Mrs. 
Greer 
bas 
two 
experienced 
it lid com petent operators who are well 
versed in beauty arts. Ruth Rasberry 
has been in lier employ a year and 
has built up a large following. Wjan- 
da Freem an bus recently been added 
to the sta ff but she com es well rec­ 
om m ended for lu r skill in that work. 
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St. P ete r's in Rome is the 
cathedral in the world. 
bi rgesf 


C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s . . . 
C. L. C H R I S T I A N 


On Your New Funeral Home 


WE HAVE G I V E N . . . 


Over 17 years of service in this area and 


have helped many in times of need 


-M A Y WE SERVE Y O U - 


J. C. C. Gunn, Pres. 
L. L. Gunn, Sec, 


S E X T E T 


LOCAL MUTUAL AU) ASSOCIATION 
Phone 255 
Decatur 


II ise County Is Very !}roud of 


THE WISE COUNTY MESSENGER 
And their 60 Year Record 
Of Community Service 


■mi" 11 rvrmmmimrmr fin n 
- 
.. 


M R. C. L. C H R I S T I A N 
And His Beautiful New 
Funeral Home 


d)RT/wHK 
T° THE COMMUNITY AND COUNTY IS THE ENVIABLE 
PEO PT F n ■ K 
S w 
S S P 
BY 0UR WISE COUNTY MESSENGER ANI) WE JOIN A LL THE 
TO TI IEI* CB LIS H ERs! 
(X)UNTY IN EXTENDING CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES 


ture^D ^atur^nH W U , "r" F},,ural Home, Mr. Christian manifested his faith in the fu- 
VKI A n e t Ml 
and wish for Mr Uhrktiai a TTm .*, 
6 ar<? very proiK* °f ^ is fine, new service institution 
H l LM 
k 
n an^ h,s associates a full measure of prosperity. 
11. M. HELM 


O UR C OMP L ET E SERVI CE 


Oui Iepair, Faits and Service Departments are equipped, stocked and 
manned to give you the most dependable and satisfactory service at all 
times on a1 makes of automobiles and trucks. Our factory trained me­ 
chanics will help you hold down the cost of car maintenance. And we hold 
clown the cost of our Guaranteed Service. 


B I G G E R V O L U M E M E A N S 
B E T T E R 


V A L U E S 
IN U S E D C A R S 


( lit violet cars and tracks lead the world in sales. This is true in Decatur 
and \\ ise County just as it is true anywhere else. Naturally then, we get 
more used car trade-ins than most other dealers. Right now—we are in a 
position to offer you some dandy buys in late model used cars. 


COME IN— SEE OUR USED CAR VAL UE S 


MAKE Y O U R OWN C O M P A R I S O N S 


Y O U ’ LL BE C O N V I N C E D 


0 U R 
G ll A R A N T E E : 


I ^ r ' r , nY-Ck'(! ,YiUl\n lhirty days fl,>m d;U(- of sale, on Used Cars sold 
urn,er the I sod ( ar W arranty, will bo made at ono-luilf the regular cost 
I ms does not apply to any vehicle!hat has been subject to misuse, neg- 
licence or accident. 
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Sales 


DECATUR 


A U T H O R I Z E D 


Service 
PHONE 117 
TEXAS 
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Back in The Days 


When 


By J. M. Dyer 


Back in tho days when I was a boy 
in tho public schools of Decatur, I 
pleasantly 
recall 
many 
experiences 
which are fresh in the memories of 
boy-hood and which are of no par­ 
ticular interest to anyone except my- ■ 
sell’; but they are a part of those ex- j 
peri onces which constitute a portion 
of the back ground of one s personali­ 
ty. 
Since the Wise County Messenger is 
putting out this edition of historical j 
data 
on 
Decatur 
and 
“Wonderful 
Wise,” a few reminiscences of the days ■ 
“Back When”, find a place in those' 
columns. Since I grew’ to manhood in 
Wise County, I can speak with gen­ 
uine pleasure of the friends whom I 
knew and say I sometimes wonder if 
they would he kind enough to allow 
me to return to my first love and 


share with them the joys and the sor­ 
rows which come to humanity, regard­ 
less of name or location. 
Take any old Texas range horse, I 
frequently revel in the thought of 
Texas, Decatur, and Wise County and 
involuntarily 
comes 
the 
question, 
where are the boys and girls whom I 
know as a student in Decatur under) 
the superintendency of Prof. Tomlin.) 
One year in Decatur school when Prof.) 
Tomlin was at the head of the school 
system with most of my class work un­ 
der tile very able direction of a Mr. 
Alexander who was a very fine 'N ir- 
ginia gentleman. 
The next term, we found ourselves 
headed by Colonel Pittman. We call­ 
ed him “The Colonel”. He had been 
wounded at Missionary ridge when a 
Yankee bullet struck him in the leg. 
From this, he had to enduro a serious 
limp in his walk. A very fine gentle­ 
man. 
During 
this 
term, 
the 
present 
courthouse at 
Decatur was started. 
As I now recall it, Mr. John W allure 
was appointed to supervise the con- 


THE OLDEST BEAUTY SALON 


IN WISE COUNTY 
We Are Proud to Have the Honor of 
Congratulating C. L. Christian, The 
Messenger and the Pioneers of Wise 
County on this Occasion 


Give Her a Permanent for Christmas 


A Gift She ll Appreciate 


FAYE S BEAUTY SHOPPE 


Phone 4—Decatur 
Rhome Shop Open 


TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY 


struct ion of the present Temple of 
Justice in Wise County. 
It was during these two years that 
I formed the friendship of many of 
the young men and women of Decatur 
—which friendship has lasted through­ 
out all the intervening years. These 
have scattered to the four corners of*) 
the world. Some. I still meet when I j 
am 
occasionally 
in 
D ecatur; 
some 
have answered the call to “The Last 
Round-up.” 
Among 
them, 
I 
recall 
nothing hut memories of keen a n d , 
genuine pleasure. I can mention here) 
only a few. Hardy Shoemaker. Barney 
Shoemaker, (Jus Pickett, Dave Hoyle,) 
Charlie Ledbetter. Iveslie Farrington,) 
Hugh Spencer. Will Workman. Dick j 
Collins, Mack C u t e s , Ben Ratliff, and 
I shall never forget that little Hebrew 
named Aaron Zadik. 
For two years. I sat with Ben R at-1 
lift in Decatur Class-room work. A j 
finer young man never made a track 
iii Decatttr than lie. Then among the 
girls and young women, I easily re- j 
call 
Electra 
Pickett, Ada Harding, 
Effic Harding, Ida Waggoner, Dociu J 
Porter, 
Elhi 
Gordon, 
Teola 
Miller,! 
Ethel 
Jones, 
Minnie 
Donald, 
Cora 
Penn, Lena Embry and a dozen oth- 
ers. Among them all. I min recall how 
Mack Cates used to furnish a lot of 
fun and entertainment for the group. 
Among the young men, I recall the 
late Dick Collins. When I found my­ 
self in Decatur at any time during 
tin* last SO years, I knew where to find 
Dick, and many have been the times 
I Im vc culled on him and had a plea­ 
sant \*sit with him. If there was any­ 
thing about Decatur, or Decatur peo­ 
ple I wanted to recall. Dick Collins 
could always tell me. That boy never) 
forgot anything or anybody. I recall' 
a humorous little incident of the school j 
day experience in which Dick was in-1 
voiced. It might just as well have 
inurn any one of a dozen other fellows. • 
Something had happened to arouse the 
displeasure of the “Colonel” and he 
started to take Dick by the collar. 
Dick was near the doorway into the 
hall from 
which led the 
stairway 
down to the first floor. By the time 
Dick got down 
the 
stairway, 
the 
Colonel was at the head of the stairs. 
Dick looked up and called, “Want me 
to come uji and help you down, Colo­ 
nel?” Colonel Pittman said, “I ’ll see 
you later, young man. ' Wle never saw | 
Dick any more that afternoon. The. 
next morning he was in his accustom­ 
ed seat and everything went along as 
if the m atter was over and forgotten, j 
That day at noon, 
as 
Gus 
Pickett, j 
Hardy Shoemaker, Dick and myself 
were walking toward 
town a t the 


C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S . . . 
CL. CHRISTIAN 


O n Y o u r N e w F u n e r a l H o m e 
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lunch hour. Dick said, “Reckon I am 
going to get away with that?” Hardy 
Shoemaker said. “Yes. that old fossil 
has forgotten it.” Gus Pickett offered 
some of his philosophy 
by 
saying, 
“Don’t you boys ever think that. That 
old man never forgets. He even re­ 
members the name of the Yankee who 
shot him at Missionary Ridge.” That 
afternoon, Dick was asked to remain.' 
and what happened between him and 
the Colonel is probably a secret until 
tliis day. In passing, however, let it 
be understood no bigger hearted group 
of young men and women ever en ter-1 
ed any public school than the boys 
and girls of that generation. Let me 
lie indulged if I relate another iud-1 
dent in which Dick Collins showed 
his other side. A certain young man 
who was colning in from tin* country 
was accused one day of a “felonious 
aet with intent to do injury and harm 
to the peace and dignity of the school ”. ' 
And the truth of the matter was, the 
young man was guilty. Dick Collins 
came forward and advised the Colo­ 
nel. “ I did that.” Dick took the burden 
on himself for something 
he 
had 
nothing to do with. He was that kind.' 
Big hearted, ready to assume a load 
which 
really 
belonged 
to 
someone 
else. 
In those days. I can easily recall 
m a n y o f t h e b u si n e ss men of D e c a t u r 
s u c h a s J . M. Bennet I a n d t h e M i s s i s ­ 
sippi Store; Jake Gilman and Sam 
Levy with their stock of groceries 
a n d 
whiskey; 
Henry 
Prince 
who 
w o u l d 
scil 
y ou w h i s k e y by tin* h a l f 
pint or by the barrel—preferably by 
I be b a r r e l . My f a t h e r a l w a y s so ld his 
cotton to Ullman. 
Ile 
would 
say, 
“Jake pays me a little more.” 
But even 
with sill the good old 
days, it is my feeling no one would 
wish to recall them ; because there 
were too many m*edless tragedies en­ 
acted as a result of strong drink. I 
recall seeing si man shot down over 
on tho east side of tin1 square just as 
I was coming along from school. It 
must have been about 4:15 or 4:20 p .! 
in. I was a boy and such scenes ex­ 
cited me. I never told any one hut 
my 
father 
about 
witnessing 
the 
trouble and he adviser! me to say noth­ 
ing about it. I was never called as a 
•witness. Both parties 
involved had 
guns. The one who lost tin* battle also 
hstd a bottle of whiskey in his pock­ 
et and too much in bis stomach. 
I think the late John Moore was 
sheriff at the time tin* Denton County 
negro was hanged down slightly to 
the southwest of town square on the 
open prairie. This unfortunate crea­ 
ture had been tried in Decatur on a 
change of venue from Denton. The 
trial jury gave him tim death pen­ 
alty and it app* ars public hangings 
were permitted in those days. 
I shall never 
forget 
that 
crowd 
of an estimated ten thousand men, 
boys and a few women. It was an af­ 
fair which I can never forget and 
which I have always wished I had 
never seen. I recall many in the crowd 
were rather ugly in that, a sort of 
mob spirit was manifested by enough 
to make the scene a noisy, revenge­ 
ful affair. A neighbor to my father 
was one of the jurors in this trial 
and who voted for the capital punish­ 
ment. Later, when talking with him 
about the affair, he said, "I will never 
act in such capacity again. 
Ibis all 
occurred during the time when the 
courthouse was located over tin* North­ 
west corner of the 
site of the present .I 
River* base over I'ii 
and t In ii gone dr> 
but out of it all. : 
cntnr 
b a s nlwavs i 
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We Are Glad of the 
Opportunity 


Working With the People of Wise County in Further De­ 
veloping its Many Great Possibilities. 


’ HENNESSEE 
BAIRES HIC. 


employs expert mechanics and his shop 
is equipped with the most modern and 
thoroughly efficient machinery for ev­ 
ery possible kind of automotive work. 
His shop is the most thoroughly and 
modernly eq iii pi km! of any in Wise 
County or in fact this side of Fort 


Worth. 
j 
In his service station he handles 


Texas and Pacific Coal and Oil Co. 
products (the well known sign of the 
Indian teepee and G and J 
T ires 
whose slogan is, “First in V a lu e - 
First in America.” 
Mr. Jones employs three assistants 


in his garage regularly. 
— 
— oOo 
————— 
PATRONIZE THE ADVERTISERS 


I lunks 
days, 
I. D .- 


eq ll i - 
ever 


PIONEERS IN PARADISE 


C A N N O N B R O S . 


General Merchandise 


Dry Goods, Groceries, Hardware, Notions 
Radios, Windmills, Water Systems 
PARADISE 
TEXAS 


O U R S E R V I C E 


BACKED BY SIX YEARS OF 
I )EPEN DABLE M EROH A NI HSING 
C O M P L E T E P R E S C R I P T I O N 


I) E P A ll T M E N T 


— F 0 U N T A I N 
S E R V I C E— 
D R U G S —S U N D A R I E S 


C O S M E T I C S - G I F T G O O D S 


IF YOU DONT KNOW YOUR DRUGS 
KNOW YOUR DRUGGIST 


CITY P H A R M A C Y 


C. L. Hull, Prop 
Phone 206 
Decatur 


Texaco Products 


Y 
There is a big difference in gasoline and oils, 
and the best way to convince yourself is by an 
i. 
exclusive test, using only Texaco in your car. i 
Make the test, then see how much easier your f❖ 
car starts . . . notice the smoother perfor- % 
malice, and last but not least, see the savings * 
you make by getting more miles per gallon, j 
Texaco G aselline and Motor Oils are Manti- | 
V* 
fact tired by the I; rarest independent refiners * 
♦V 
in the world, and are s >!d ii’ every state in the t 
Union, and in m'uldmil fore he a commies. * 


Decatur 
Bridgeport 


I In* 
ling ; 
but 
God 
i> 
ii ml I bi* < ><"*d * bd I 


.iud 
I h v a l lit* w ill 
on el* 


of 
D i s s p i r i t u a l d u b t si 


u n h o l y regimes a s tin 


b a \ l u g t o e n d u r e . 
- 
-----------et lo 
E. W. jones Had 
rs of Experince 
In Bridgeport 


With never,-i I years oxoermnee ifl 
garage work as a bael;;;rot ml E. VV. 
Jones opened bis ga rn re aud serveie 
station in I O'J: > and lam ope ruled if 
ever since with one t h o u g h t iii mind 
and that in giving the U?st service pos­ 
sible to his customers, and patrons j 
he would be building bis own bual-j 
ness. T h a t such was and is the case 
is proven by the manner in which the 
motoring public has responded to his 
efforts to give them a really efficient) 
service a t a minimum of cost. 
Born in 1900 and reared on a farm i 
Mr. Jones left the farm iu 1920 for | 
oil field wrork where he stayed for 3 
years. This was followed by one year 
in the grocery business and then from 
1924 to 1929 he worked in a garage. 
Since then he has operated his own 
garage and service station. 
In endeavoring to give his custo­ 
mers the very hest service Mr. Jones 
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Following ! exaco Dealers; 
I 


Y 
J. D. Roberts Service Station—Decatur 
| 
W orth A rn et to service Station -Decatur 
* 
N. IU. Boydston Service Station—Decatur 
B. A. Rosenburg Service Station—Decatur 
| 


Durbin Motor Companj —Decatur 
V 
B. B. Slew art Service Station —Rhome 
| 
E. L. Turnbow Service Station—Bridgeport 
| 
Geo. M edary Service Station—Chico 
| 


Geo. H. Hunter Service Station—Chico 
| 
Elmer H. Wallace Service Station Greenwood S 


M. E. Barnes Service Station—Alvord 
:i 


H. 
H. HEATHINGTON 
I 
Agent for The Texas Company 
f 
Decatur, Texas 
I 
7 
*> 
? 
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National Guard 


Is One of Oldest 


Organizations 


The Current National Guard Organ­ 
isation Is the present day example of 
sim ilar units which have been in ex­ 
istence throughout most of the his­ 
tory of this part of the country. 
The earliest forms of such organ­ 
isations were those made necessary 
to frontier people by the raids and 
depredations 
of 
warring 
Indians. 
O p iate- <|. W. Stevens commanded the 
first of such groups, which in July of 
1874 joined in the pursuit of raiders 
under Xnntanta and Pig Tree. After 
the Civil War ('apfain Stevens organ 


iZfHl 
;l 
f,,l! 
'•"lnpai.v 
of 
ei g h t v - f o u i 
men, and these rangers did effective 
service on the frontier. 
C aptain ira Long. who had Iveen a 
Lieutenant 
under 
Stevens, 
was 
the 
succeeding officer, and under C aptain' 
Long the company moved to Fort Ma­ 
son and operated against such out­ 
laws as 
Seotf. 
>v 
Johli 
Bear(1 
Gladden and others. 
These early 
companies were not 


fl" ‘ 
1 r , l ' i:i!ly 
J- 
gni/.cd 
Un its o f lo 
day and did not have the resources 
available to 
the 
present 
N ational 


Guard. They sewed red calico stripes 
down their every day trousers to make 
uniforms, and used their own arms 


and 
equipment. 
They 
mustered 
at 
Isliell Springs, North of Decatur. 


A later 
Militia Company had as 
its commander Captain Kd Blythe. 
A subsequent company was forced 
under the leadership of Tully iFuller. 
Ibis company was composed of about 
twenty-five men, and listed 
on 
its 
roster John James Terrell, C. V. Ter­ 
rell, H. E. Brady, Will Renshaw and ' 
Pres Terrell, among others. This group 
at one time was 
ordered 
to 
Fort 
WWth to quell a railroad strike which 
laid resulted in several casualties. 
Captain 
ll. 
K. 
Brady, 
who 
had 
served as corporal under Fuller, later 
organized and commanded a Company 
of sta te Guard. This unit had its in­ 
ception a few years before the Span­ 
ish American Wlir aud 
lived 
until 
shortly before the World War. The 
company unanimously volunteered to 
render service to the Government of 
the I tilted States so long as the Span­ 
ish w ar 
m i g h t last. 
Following such 
offer, the company was ordered to Ft. j 
( htik and Fort Brown for the purpose 
of d e f e n d i n g the b o r d e r at the outset 
of the Spanish A m e r i c a n 
W a r . 


A f tor i b e wa r. in 
F c b n i a ry o f 
PP. 
this Company returned to Decatur, 
and 
was reorganized. 
Jim 
Gilliland 
served as Commanding Officer for a 


WISE COUNTY MESSENGER 


time, and later Captain Brady again 


assumed command. During these years 
the Company continued to drill local­ 
ly and saw periods of summer ser­ 
vice at ( amp Mabry in Austin, and 
in San Antonio. In 190K members of 
this company, along with other such 
units, were called to Dallas to act as 
a Guard of Honor upon the occasion 
of the visit of William Howard Taft, 
who had just been elected to the Pres­ 
idency. It was during this ceremony j 
that a spectator fell on the bayonet 
of a member of the guard, not from 
Decatur, but from another West Tex­ 
as town. 
I 
During its last year, this unit vyas j 
was under the command of Kenneth 
Heed. The company was maintained 
until shortly before the World War, 
BHO being the last year of its ex­ 
istence, 


At the outbreak of the World War, 
Company 
Ii; 
7ih., 
Texas 
Infantry, 
was organized by Captain Steve Lil­ 
ian! for (he pur J lose of induction into 
the Gulfed States Army. On August 


5. IDI7 this unit of National G u a r d be­ 


c a m e part of the regular army under 


a 
Presidential 
Proclamation 
dated 
July 3. IPI7. The 7th. Texas and the 


first o k l a h o m a 
t o g e t h e r m a d e up the 


H - m l 
I n f a n t r y , w h i c h 
w a s o r g a n i z e d 
and trained af Camp B o w i e in Fort 


Ww*rtIi. 
a n d 
w e n t 
o v e r s e a s 
w i t h 
Hie 
GGf h I >j\ isjon. 
i 


pral 
managers served 
the company 
during this time, among them * being 
G. O. Stovall. Stephens Brog. Lum­ 


ber Co. bought over the firm in flit 
early twenties and Carl Stephens man­ 
aged the yard for a number of rears 
The yard was finally sold to Ste­ 
phens and Truitt Lumber Company 
and AL D. Parnell managed the busi­ 
ness up to July I PJO, when 
J. H. 
Scott assumed the management. Mr. 
Parnell is still retained by the firm 
doing special work. Mr. Scott came to 
Chico from Alvord where he had been 
connected with the lumber business 
| for a good many years. He knows the 
business and understands the prob­ 
lems of Wise County. He has always 
worked for its development in all re­ 
sources. 
— 
-oOo 
------------ 
CREOSOTING FENCE POSTS 


What does it cost to creosote fence 
I posts and how long will they last? 
] 
Good creosoted 
posts by hot and 


j cold vat treatment will hist 15 to 30 
| years. Good chromated zinc chloride 
treated posts, treated green with the 
bark on, by tire tube method will last 
10 r° 15 years or longer if end of posts 


are painted after treatment. The cost 
of preservative for chromated 
zinc 


chloride treatment for posts 3 to 4 1-2 
inches in diameter and six feet long 
will cost 2 1-4 to 4 1-2 cents and if 
treated with creosote will cost about 
13 to 20 cents. The preparation of posts 
for creosoting requires thorough bark 
peeling, 
seasoning, and lither I ti Inn 


expense in connection with hot and 
cold hath treatments. Write for copy 
of * armers’ Bulletin No. 744, “The 


preservative Treatment of Farm Tim­ 
bers, 
and for treatment by tire tube 
method.—C. W*. Simmons in The Pro­ 
gressive Farmer. 
-oOo- 


IN CHI CO I T ’ S . . . 
SIS’ CAFE 


For Home Cooked Meals 


FEATURING . . . STEAKS, CHICKEN 
Lunches, Short Orders, Sandwiches 


COME SEE US 
CHICO 


A.*. > • • ♦ a a a - 
" ’ 
'--- 1— 
------- ——— 
A 
............................................................................................................................ . ........................... 


COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE 


P A R T S . . . A C C E S S O R I E S 


TIRES—TUBES—BATTERIES 


W E C A N S A V E Y O U M O N E Y 


ON WINTER ACCESSORIES 
“COME SEE US” 
E. Bf. JOSS GARAGE 


T , P . Gas and O ils 
Wholesale and Retail 
Bridgeport, Texas 


F O R D - F E R G U S O N 


T h e Tra cto r that H a s E v e ry th i 


E x c e p t H ig h Price 


m 
g 


Just a few OI the many things that Ford- 
ei.yn-mMia.s- Cultivators. Planters, Middle 
Busters. \\ eeders, Mowers, Saws and Road 
Machinery. Any of them instantly attached 
and <>jx r a t e d with fingertip cont rn]. 


Th e Tra cto r w ith the Fin g e r T ip C o n tro l 
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se, the depth ;l| 
w h ic h 
O ' . 
,‘V ui<)! 
'"mhOi.eu, I,, 
I, 
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\ o u r 
i m p l e m e n t 
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i i p v ; 
( HECK ANI) COMPARE 
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i e «J U i«• I. po w * Mill 
' 
‘ ’ Mtl * 1 J ■ 
t . 
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m e l d "xvi I Ii* ’ r /1- ,r; I'VVr 
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< r ;| ,,u 1 ' ;" ,(l *>s s t a n d a r d e ., u ip 
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I tie f e a s e 
net 
Let Us Demonstrate it Right on the Farm 
JOHNSON TRACTOR CO. 
FORD - FERGUSON, DEALERS FOR 
WISE COUNTY 
Decatur, Texas 


Second Battalion H eadquarters Bat- 
1 
I3Nt. Field 
A r t i l l e r y , the pre- 
s<‘nl 
was organized and 
F e d e r - 
ailv reeognized in October. 1!»22. with 
Captain Newton J*. Taylor command­ 
ing. 
' 
J »t. 
I ax lop , ontinued in c o m m a ml 


1,111 * I 
I MV,, 
w h e n 
lie 
re si gn ed . 
and Gordon 
I). Roberts, 
then 
First 


L i e u t e n a n t , 
b e c a m e 
t he 
b a t t e n 
roin- 


n i a m l er . 
In 
F e b r u a r y , 
lugs, 
C a p t a i n 


t a y l o r r e t u r n e d to e o m i u a m l the Bat- 
tery 
again. 
O n 
tin* 
resignation 
of 
Captain Taylor from active service i n 1 
1031. 
Captain 
Roberts 
returned 
to 
command and has b<*en B a t t e r y Com- ■ 
mamba* s i n c e th e n . 
I he Battery has had on its rolls 
only seven officers during its more 
than seventeen 
years 
of 
National 
Guard service, and has been command­ 
ed by only two men. Five of tile sex - | 
en officers of the Guttery received | 
1 heir t raining in the unit. 
I he enlisted personnel of the Bat­ 
tery. 
as originally organised, eon 
cisted of sixty-five men. which 
was 
later reduced to twenty-five, then in­ 
crease! again to forty two, and 
re ­ 
cently, under increased strength au­ 
thorization, 
has 
been 
increased 
to 
fifty-one men. Upon mobilization un- 
'b r 
the 
current 
preparedness pm- 
i Krani* the .strength of the organization 
is being built up to lo u r officers and 
eighty-nine enlisted men. of whom as 
I many as possible are taken from De­ 
catur ami surrounding tow tis and rum. 
munit ies. 
This unit 
was mobilized and 
in­ 
ducted into the Federal Service on 
November 25th.. and served a period 
"I 
1 r;l hi jug at ■ borne 
during 
which 
time induction, physical examinations, 


:l n 'i ll! be r ne, ossa r.x 
tea i it res xx er e a c ­ 


cum ).I mb ed . 
(in 
lie. e m b e r 
Bib.. 
I lie 


Ne. (>iid 
B a i a l l i o n 
H e a d q u a r t e r s 
B a t - 


bwx 
re p o r t e d 
l o 
( ' a m p 
B o w i e 
al 


B r o w n w o o d 
for 
the 
b e g i n n i n g 
(,f 
q s 


> r;!l' 
,,f' s e r v i c e 
in 
tile 
A r m y 
o f 
rile 


' ‘b l e d 
S l a t e s . 
It 
w if! 
| M 
int i 11 
up to 


" 
1 
d 1 ' M a t h a n d the lull e o m ) d e m e u t 


Season’s 
Smartest 
B A t i s 
Won derful values 
i n 
t Ii e 
newest 
I I 
Six (os. 
t ll I• 
Mm* ( te st 
o f 
col - 
o r s . 
A 
g i t ' , 
st raight 
to h e r 
hen i t ! 


RI EGER’S 


% 


THINGS TO WEAR 


Stylish apparel for every mend tor of 
the family. Smart headgear and foot­ 
wear. All styles right, Quality r^ht, 
and priced right. 


f W 
w 
m 
w 
a 


Gift Sale! 
3-Thread SHEERS 


A 
gift 
s h e ll 
w e a r 
e v e r y 
d a y . 
S l i c e r 
e n o u g h 
to 
f l a t t e r , 
yet 
' b i t a b l e 
an d 
s n a g 
r e s i s t i n g , 
Wa n u a l i v e col ors , s 1 
- 1 . i | “ 


2-Thread Sheers 


$ 1 . 0 0 
Nylons—$1.35 


RAYON SATIN 
PAJAMAS 
Tailored if she takes lier paja­ 
mas. Neat or frothy with lace ifL _^. 
th a t’s lier preference. Tea roue™? f 
or blue. Sizes 15 to 17 
g || 


$ 
1 
. 
9 
5 
P 
e 
, , 
tin 
Tate 
G 0 VV N 
Lace and embroidery run from 
tile fittini waistline to the puff­ 
ed shoulders. Ten rose or blue. 
Sizes 15 to 17. 
$ 1 . 9 5 


Rayon Satin Slips 
Two Styles—98e 
Rayon satin in a Brecia or in 
a 
surplice 
style. 
Ruth 
lace 
trimmed. Tea rose. Sizes 32 to 


I ne >o< in od 
by 


t cd 
I i v 
sol.■, t i v 
I" 
rep. u*t 
f ro m 


c f s . 
'li n s 
full 


c d 
a b o u t 
.1 a ii ii 


cig m y -i| i n c m en 


bx 
r e p l a c e m e n t s 
i 


s e n ire 
d l a f t , 
a lid 
\*ai iou-. 
I r a i n i n g 


st renal Ii 
wi ll 
be i 


I ■ny 
15. 
PMI. 


Up o n 
re, a ga iii/., 


el I i re n 
a lid 
lion - 
e e l s Well* ill the ll 
I rom iii,' \ a i ' mi v I, 


'bo Field Artillerx 


<vrs 
1 '■ A It ii Ie r.x IIM ll ill hie , e m p i r i c 
Vl lls,‘ “ r ! be " or,I 
md are , aj.able of 
'••'bing their pi.e , 
i„ ;,ny si m ila r m - 


ganizat ion. 
T h e 
a vera ge 
length 
of 


sci*vice for noii-rommissinm.il officers 
is I; W'jii's. 


on 
in 
I '.nu, 
imiiiissioii(.<| 
ill e\ — • i v ire 


in, I k s .,i hor 
I lie pm.mil 


I lie 


o f f i - 


m e n 
Ii a ll 
offj 


Pretty Parka 


98c 


I bis pa i ka i- brushed ra \ on in 
i right < olors in ii g Ii; box. 


Luncheon Set 


(loth and Six 
Napkins- $ I . 9 S 


lf a.von 
a nil 
rot, on 
da m a s k 
in 
white, gold 
I lea ell. g reel I. 5o bx 
5o iii. All \ * ry lox e|\ ' 


Scarfs for Her 
Several Styles 49c 
Rayo»j>< rejH. 
all 
wool or s i l k 
I xx ill 
in 
-l pm re 
sea rfs 
or 
long 
ones. 
A 
riot of colors in 
new 
pat te rn s. 
Ladies House ( oats 
Rayon Satin 
With a Hood—$2.95 


t i n in-in - in ' 
W h a t 
a 
b e a u t y ’ 
t h e d i a pc of t h e sk i it is regal ! 
Royal, copen. wine, rose, ll to 
2<». 


n< to 


S tep h en s & T ru itt 


I W o rk F o r A d v a n c e ­ 


m e n t o f W ise C o u n ty 


T h i s 
" - . s 
first 
e s t a b l i s h e d 
in 
i ss*’ by t he W ,ii. ( 'ameron A i ’n. A 
Ur 
1 ‘o w n i n g w a s firm 
m a n a g e r and 
Ile XX a s SU,'cee,I, ,j |,N , * 
\ 
p, ,, , . i(| ,Js 


•"isled by Bill Parksdale. II 
J| 
lf, 
b'-uglii 
t I,,, ye rd in 
PIDO .ii,,, , hanged 


bable to Hardin J.umbel ( 
s e v - ' 


For the Best 
HAMBURGERS 
CHILI AND 
SANDWICHES 
B e Sure and Come to 


B o b s P o p C o rn 


K itc h e n 


Fresh Candy Always 
ALSO 


F I R E W O R K S 


OF ALL KINDS 
B 0 B 
GA T E S 


Loxes of Hankies 


■s " d ain ty 
t hex ll ca pi j va t e 
her 
completely. 
Embr oide red. 
h u e 
t rimmed. ;; ,,| i; ,,, ., |M)X 
49c 


Luxury Hankies 
Entirely Handmade 


'b al 
w o r k s o f art ! 
Pun* 
P i m m 
b b 
e m b r o i d e r y 
a n d 
e x q u i s i t e 
bier in,- 
Wo r k 
A n y 
w o m a n 
will 
lo v e ! hem ! 


49c Each 


(iift Kerchiefs 
Lure Linen Fine 
Lawn—25c* Lox 


b’ b'b 
w it ll 
e m b r o i d e r y 
a n d 
d e 
- :ilii 
"bt Ii 
lace. 
T w o and 
t h r e e 
;i box, H a n k i e s a r e e v e r w e l ­ 
co m e . 


HOW ABOTT 
Fancy Panties’.’ 


‘ ’"test 
V()|| 
(|j(1 s<i|i, 


w i | b flounces, f ril ls ami d e li c a t e 


'r' ,‘. 
Small, 
m ed iu m 


and 
large. 


49c 


Leather Jackets 


W ""I 
J a i k e , s, 
M a c k ilia xx s. 
A 11 
d / e - a n d styles. 
Sale Priced 
.. 


...^ ^ ('ive Him Shirts 
0 ^ ^ - ' ' 
ff^ i|S a n fo rized Shrunk* '| 
9(Se 


" 4bite 
Broadcloth 
P a tt e r n s 
p i g * W i n not s h r i n k m o r e t h a n \ % 
Other Shirts 
y* 
, , 
$1.29, $14.9, $1.98 rn,'** y 
Men’s Pajamas 
^ 
\ 
In A Holiday Gift 
1 
Box—$ I . 4 9 
A 
: Printed pajam as in slipover or 


\ 
coat styles. Elastic waists. 
Handmade Ties 
® 
Boxed as a Gif— 98c 


I lie s t y l e s h e ii c h o o s e h i m s e l f ! 
•"! line, m a nx 
pal ter ns. 
G I F T 
S L I P P E R S 
Kid Tipped—98c 


' f b i ! 
" ’itll I-id toes. leat lier so le s. S e v ­ 
er a l colo rs. S i z e s ;; to it. 


I1'*' «•<»• ''lay smart and give 
Win these. He’, a “Bear” for 
comfort, 
J . J . RIEGER DRY GOODS CO 


Decatur 
W E S T 
S " ’ K 0 F 
S Q U A R E 
Texas 
. 
. . . . . . . 
%* VV VV*.* VV' 
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